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Introduction

Lovells Townshipas a vashumberof natural resourcepportunitiessupporting a distinct set of features
and facilities that attract visitors to the aredownshipfacilities along with otheCounty state forest
lands campgrounds and privately owned recreational facilities offer a wide range of recreational
opportunities. This Recreation Plan is intended to enalaeells Township work toward implementing
the documentedrecommendationsand continue to apply for available funding assistancevells
Townshipworks closely and cooperatively with several public andapei agencies and volunteer groups
that provide recreation opportunities for the citizens of thiewnship The jurisdiction of this Parks and
Recreation Plan includes onlyvells Townshipwned, leased,and operated recreation facilities and
programs.

Lovells Townshipwith the assistance of MC Planning & Design, prepared a recreation plandnT2gd
recreation plan was a component of ti@o u n 20§4’Msster Plan.Lovells Townshifnas decided to
update their 204 recreation plan ands creatinga standalonelLovells TownshiRecreatiorPlan with the
assistance of the Northeast Michigan Council of Governmdiis plan intends to continue providing
recreation services to its residents and visitors but also plans to make improveniettie axisting
facilities, including compliance witthe Americans with Disabilities AGADA) and Universal Design
standards, to improve accessibility for all. As a recreation service provideTotlashiprecognizes the
importance of planning for futureecreation services and facilities. A major factor in the provision of any
service i®btaining funding for projectsRecreation Plans that have been approved by the Department of
Natural Resources allow thwnshipto be eligible for State of Michigaecreational grant funding.

Community Description

Location and Geographic Context

Lovells Townships located in the northeast portion of Crawford County, which is situated in the
northeastr e gi on of Mi c hi g bowellsBowrshipveemprisés d0li7sguare miles of the

County’s 558 s g uosetlseTownship eamsiste 6f thitee godernment survey townships
T28NRO0O2W, T28NR0O1W and T27NR02W .Lovells Township is bordered by the following; Maple Forest
Township, Grayig CharterTownship South Branch Township, Oscoda Coanty Otsego County.
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Map 1.1: Regional Setting
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Population and Housing
The 20® Gnsus showed thatovells Townshinad a population 0667, which equated to a10.4%

decline in population from the 2010 US CendBistorethis, the township had experienced 30 years of
population gains. According to the 20¥dmerican Community Survey (ACHBEe median age of the
Township wa$0.0 years. By comparison, the median ag&liohigan was 29.7 years amithe United

States the median age was 38.1 years according to 2019 ACS. The higher median age means there is a
higher percentagef the population over the age of 45 years than in the state and country. The Township
should caisider an aging population when planning for recreation faciliié®2020 Censushows there

were 942 housing units within theélownshipof which 69.4 percentare seasonal or vacant uniar 654

units. With high percentages of seasonal housumgts, the Township shall plan recreational servites

an influx of seasonal visitars
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Natural Resources

The woodlands, open spaces, wildlife, water, and rolling hills are several key resource valueswhat dra
people to both recreate and live in the Townshixbundant public lands offer access to thousands of
acres of recreational lands for hunting, hiking, wildlife viewisigowmobiling and ORV ridingLakes,
creeks,and streams, especially the Au Sable Rigsovide opportunities for fishingyoating,and water
sports.

A rural landscape, abounding with views of forestlands and wetlands, typifies the community character of
Crawford CountyForestlands are important to the local economy; recreational use and production of
forest goods bring dollars into themmunity. Many long-time visitors decide to move to the area upon
retirement.

Typical of northern Michigan, the distinct four seasons offer an-elianging landscapé.ong snowy,

cold winters and moderately warm summers are separated by a cool, green spring and aotadll

fall. The Township is approximately B&ear miles inland from Lake Michigan and E&ear miles inland

from Lake HuronGiven this geographic location, the area is influenced by lake effect snowfall from Lake
Michigan

The common forest types are pine (mostly jack pine) and mixed oak fok¥ts.the combination of

sandy, droughty soiJsand fireprone species like jack pine, the area has been subject to wildfires for

t housands of years. T hyeungKhick jack pine dotests foVaestihg aad raismg q u i r
their young. Uncontrolled wildfires once created needed habitat. Today, the US Forest Service and the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources manage the jack pine forest to create young forests for the
warbler while also working to suppress wildfires. Lowland conifer and lowland hardwood forests can be
found adjacent to streams and associated with Lake Margrethe

The Au Sable River watershed drains approximately 1,932 square miles within poftagist counties.

The main branch enters the County in the northwest corner and flows out of the southeast corner. An
eightmi | e stretch of the Main Branch of the Au Sa
downstream to Wakely Bridge, is designatedsflialy, nokill water. This segment is known as "the Holy

Water." The East Branch, North Branahd South Branch all flow into Crawford County and empty into

the mainstream as it traverses RhodbGalUnt waoisThet Ag
designated as a Michigan Natural River. Since 1947, the Au Sable River Canoe Marathon, a yearly 120
mile (190 km) pream canoe race, runs the river fratime City ofGrayling to Oscoda

Administrative Structure and Funding

Lovells Township operatesnder an administrative structure consisting of a Township Supervisor,
Township Clerk, Township Treasyrand two Township TrusteesThese positions are elected by
registered voters of the Township. The elected offices for Township Supervisor, Cleyréreand
Trustee are fowyear terms. For issues that require a vote for makirtptermination, a simple majority

of the Township Board present is required.

Parks and recreation facilities are under the direct control of the Township Board.PlEmaing
Commission is responsible for creating the Recreation Plan.
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Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Staff

Lovells Townshigloes not employ any staff. Duties related to recreation properties are assigned to
existing staffindividuals typically invoéd in recreation activities at the township lewetlude Township
Board Members, Township Planning Commission, Township ataffrolunteer groups.

Table 1.1 ovells TownshifBudget and Recreation Expenditures, 202024

Lovells Township Budget and Recreation Expenditures, 2022-2023

Budget

FY Ending Sept 30 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024

Recreation

$1,200 $5,000 $6,500

Expenditures

Recreation

*$6,800 $5,000 $6,500

Source: Lovells Township 2019-2022
*Note: Expenditures on Recreation Improvements may include local donations and estimate the sum of all improvements.

Relationships with Other Agencies

Numerous groups withirLovells Townshi@re involved with the improvement and operation of the
recreational facilities inCrawford County The majority of these organizations are operated on a
volunteer basis The organizations and special interest groups that assisted to provide recreation
opportunitieswithin Lovells Townshipnd Crawford Countgre:

© o N OA DN R

R e e o ol
No ok~ wbdkE O

LovellsTownship Historical Society

Anglers of the Au Sable

Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation
Artisans of the Au Sable

Cheerful Givers Club

Hook & Trigger Club

Crawford County Trails Sub Committee
Crawford AuSable Soccer Association
Redskins Football

Little League Baseball

Crawford AuSable Athletic Director

Crawford County Commission on Aging (Grayling Senior Center)
Michigan State University ExtensiotH4MSUE 4)
Youth Scouting (Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts)
Hanson Hills Recreation Authority

AuSable Rive€anoe Marathon

Fish Hatchery
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Status Report of all Grant -Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities
The following is a summary of the grant assistance which has been receileddlls TownshigPost
completion certification reports for each of these projects are provitetthe Appendix

GRANTS MANAGEMENT Wednesday, October 5, 2022
Michigan Departm ent of Natural Resources

GRANT HISTORY

Grantee

Lovelis Township - Crawford County

Project No. 26-01104 F1 Project County: Crawford Project Year: 1980
Project title: DouglasPark
Project Status: Grant Closed Grant Amount:
$11816.57

Scope ltem

Project Description:

Project No. TF19-0059 Project County: Crawford Project Year: 2019
Project title: Lovells Access Site Development

Project Status: PA Executed Grant Amount:
$90400.00

Scope Item

Access Pathway 6" wide or mare
Canoe/Kayak Roller Transport System
Bench(es)

Canoe/Kayak Launch or Ramp
Crushed Stone Parking Lot

Entrance Drive

Fence

Signage

Project Description: Development of an improved public access point at the north branch of the Au Sable
River located on County Road 612. The project consists of a gravel parking area, access pathway and
elevated small-craft transport system to enable users to "walk" their kayaks, canoes and riverhoats from the
parking area to the bank of the river.

Total number of projects: 2

Total Amount of Grant Given $102,216.57

Recreation Inventory

An inventory of existing recreation facilities locatedLiavells Townships provided below Sites are
grouped according to jurisdictionawnership. Townshipowned facilities are listed first, then other
public sites, privately owned campgrounds, recieattrails, boat/fishing access siteand canoe liveries.
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Each listing is followed by a brief description of that locatibtaps 1.2, 1.3and 1.4 illustrate the
locations of the public recreation sites and trails.

Accessibility

Creating a park systerthat is safe, accessihlend usable to all individuals, including those with
disabilities is essential. A grading system has been developed by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) to easily identify those parks and facilities which are amdsleast handicap
accessible and usable, based on ADA guidelines. The accessibility grading system upea sixgem
ranging from one (none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines) to five (the entire park
was developed/renovadd using the princiesof universal desig).

An Americanswith Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of Lovells Township parks was
conductedin the spring of 2022. The assessment consisted of a visual inspection of eadkegarkng
accessand circulation of the park facilities. As noted in Table 1.3 below, some of the parks do not meet
all criteria for handicap accessibility. Lovells Townshipledicated to continuing its efforts towards
improving accessibility at each of its parks when improvements are made. This includes accessible
parking, patls, restrooms, activity areagmenities,and signage.

MDNR Accessibility Grading System for Paaksl Recreation Facilities

None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

The entire park meets accessilyiljjuidelines.

The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design.

akrwbdpRE

Table 12 Public Recreational PropertiesLovells Township

LOVELLIOWNSHP
Name Classification | Description Accessibility
Neighborhood | Children’splayground, picnic pavilion,
Douglas Park Parg ball diamond, basketbalhoop, museum 2

TheNeumann’ s Landing
Bridge AccesSite can be founddjacent to

Neumann’ . the Lovells Bridgandhas recentlyeceived
Landing/Lovells Access Site grant funding fomparkingwith an area to 2
Bridge Access Si access the riveiThe park also includes a

small kayak and canoe launch.
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Neighborhood

Crossroads Park Park

The property was purchased in 2021 and |
purchased with donations from the
community. The property hachain lirk
fencing surrounding the paskkhich was
removed andsplit rail fencingvas installed
shortly after purchasdn the latesummer of
2022,the park had electric ran to the site

Lovells Road.

along withthe beatification of the park alon

Table 13 State Parks, State and Federal Forest CampgroundswellsTownship

STATE & FEDERAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Fadility

Amenities

Location

JoneslLake StateForest| 42 campsites, boating, swimming, fishing, small-

T28N, R2WSecton 31,

Campground boat ramp Lovells Township
Shupaclake 30 campsites, boating, boat ramp, swimming, | T28N, R1WSecton 18,
Campground fishing Lovells Township

Campground

WalshRoad Equestrian Horseback riding, large group use areaavailable

by
permit only, (7) sites

T28N, R1WSection 25,
Lovells Township

Table 14 Private RecreationaCampgrounds &acilities

PRIVATE RECREATIONAL CAMPGROUNDS

Fadility

Amenities Locaion

Sno-TracVillage

60 campsites, 10 mobile homes,
cabin rentals, ORV & ATV

Center.

PRIVATE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

North Branch O

Fly Fishing Trips, Casting

uting Club LessonsfulkServicerly Shop, T28N, R1WSection 19Lovells Township

Wingshooting Trips.

War bl er

''s Hide Campsites, Pool, Shooting

Range, Clubhouse. T27N, R1WSection 23Lovells Township

Lovells Township

Parks & Recreation Plan
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Map 1.2Crawford County Recreational Opportunities
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Table 15 Crawford County Trails

RECREATION TRAILS

Trail

Description

Location

MULTHUSE TRAILS

Iron Belle Trail

Statewide multiuse nonmotorized trail

State of Michigan

Mason Tract Trail

Pointto-point hiking and crossountry
skiing trail along the South Branch

Between Chase Bridge an
M72, 14 miles east of

AuSable River Grayling
MichiganShoreto-Shore Pointto-point trail hiking and riding trai Parallels M72, South
Hiking and Riding Trall from Lake Huron to Lake Michigan Branch Twp.

Midland to Mackinac Hiking
Trail

Pointto-point hiking and backpacking
trail that extends from Midland to
Mackinac City

Parallels F97, South Brand
Twp.

Hanson Hills Trails

Skiing, biking, hiking

Hanson Hills Recreation
Area

Hartwick Pines

Skiing, biking, hiking

Hartwick Pines State Park

Grayling Normotorized
Pathway Grayling Bicycle
Turnpike)

Biking, walking, running

M-93

Wakeley Lake Trail

Skiing, hiking

National Forest Service
System

ORV TRAILS

Cycle Conservation Club OR})
Trail

Motorized offroad vehicle trail

PioneerRd, toSouth of
Hunters Trail in Beaver
Creek Twp.

West Higgins ATV Trall

Motorized offroad vehicle Trail

South of Hunters Trail in
Beaver Creek Twp.

The Meadows ORV Trall

Motorized offroad vehicle trail

PioneerRoad, SoutBranch
Twp.

Frederic ORV Loop

Motorized offroad vehicle Tralil

Frederic Twp.

Frederic ORV Route

Motorized offroad vehicle Tralil

Batterson Road to M 93

along N Old 27
SNOWMOBILE TRAILS
Trail #4 Snowmobile Trail Lovells Twp.
Trail #7 Snowmobile Trail Frederic to Beaver Creek

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Page | 10



Meridian Road athe east

Trail #9 Snowmobile Tralil boundary of South Branch
Twp.

Trail # 47 Snowmobile Tralil Grayling to Lovells

Trail #79 Snowmobile Trail M-72 to Kalkaska Co.

Trail #409 Snowmobile Tralil Lovells Twp. to Oscoda Cq
4 Mile Road to Grayling

Trail #482 Snowmobile Trall along
I-75 Corridor

Trail #487 Snowmobile Trail Southeast cormer of
Grayling Twp.

Trail #489 Snowmobile Trall Beaver Creek Twp

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan Page | 11



Map 1.3 Crawford County Trails
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Map 1.4 Northeast Region Road and Bicycle GuideEgition
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Table 16 Recreational Boat and Fishing Access Sitdsanells Township

Recreational Boat and Fishing Access Sites in LoVellanship

Access site

Amenities

Location

County Line Access

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovells Township
North Branch Au Sable River

Black Hole Access

General Acces¥Valk DownrSite

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovellswnship
North Branch Au Sable River

Sand Trap Access

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovells Township
North Branch Au Sable River

Sheep Ranch Acces

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovells Township
North Branch Au Sable River

Twin Bridge Access

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovells Township
North Branch Au Sable River.

Sach’'s Ac

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaTwin Bridge Road to Campgrounds
Road to Sachs Trdilpvells Township,
North Branch Au Sable River

Powerline Access

General Access, Walk Down SRmadside
parking (34 spaces)

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovells Township
North Branch Au Sable River

Copper Fisherman
Access

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaTwin Bridge Road, Lovells Township,
North Branch Au Sable River

Neumann’ s
Access

Parking, General Access, Walk Down Site

Via County Road 612, Lovells Bridge,
Lovells Township, North Branch Au Sabl
River

Dam Four Access

General, Walk Down Site

ViaLovells Road to Dam Four Road,
Lovells Township, North Branch Au Sabl
River

State Land Access

General Access, Walk Down Site

ViaHi Banks Road, Lovells Township,
North Branch Au Sable River

SheepPasture
BoatingAccess

6 parking spaces, toilets, Recreational
Passporarerequired

ViaLovellsRoad Lovells TownshigNorth
Branch Au Sable River

Kelloggs Bridge Rivg
Access

General Access, Walk Down SRarking (6
7 spaces)

ViaEast North Down River Road, Lovells
Township North Branch Au Sable River

Morley Road Access

General Access, Walk Down Sfiarcle Drive
Parking (&7 spaces)

ViaEast North Down River Road to Morlé¢
Road North Branch Au Sable River

Jones Lake Boating
Access

20 parking spaces, toilets, Recreational
Passporarerequired.

Via County Road 612 to Jones Lake Rd,
Lovells Township, Jones Lake

Shupac Lake Boatin
Access

10 parking spaces, toiletajoon habitat,
anda Recreational Passpioare required

Via Twin Bridge Road Campgrounds
Road Lovells Townshifghupac Lake

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan
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K.P. Lake Boating | 5 parking spaces, toiletaloon habitat,and
Access a Recreational Passpoare required.

Township, K.P. Lake

Various Au Sable
River boat launches

All along the Au Sable River

Table 17 Canoe Liveries in Crawford County

Canoe Liveries

Borcher’' s AuSabl e

AuSable River, Grayling

Jim s Canoe Livery

AusableRiver, Grayling

Long’s Canoe Liver

Manistee River, Frederic Township

Penrod’s

AuSable River, Grayling

Carlisle Canoe Livery

AuSable River, Grayling

ShelHaven Canoe Rental

Manistee River, Frederic Township

Bear Paw Canoe Livery

AuSable RivetGrayling

Via County Road 612, K.P. Lake Rd, Lo

Privately Owned Recreational Public Facilities

In addition to the abovdisted recreational opportunitied,ovells Townshifs host tomanyother private
recreational facilities includingecreation clubs,historical recreation siteshird watching, fishing
expeditions, and museums.ovells Townshiglso has numerous resorts, cahirgd motels that are
utilized by fishermenhird watchersand other sports enthusiasts for overnight accommodations

Regional Recreational Opportunities

The amounts and types of recreation opportunities, which are available in neighboring counties, are
highly variable All neighboring counties have an ample slyppf state and/or federal lands, much of
which can be used for recreational activities, including hunting, fishing, hiking, wildlife viewing, etc. The
closest neighboring community to the major populatioenter of Crawford County is Roscommon
(RoscommonCounty) Roscommon has a variety of recreational facilities including a community
recreation/fitness centerThey also have an outdoor ice rink, a soccer fetdl tennis courts

Roscommon is approximately 15 miles from Grayliggins Lake an#ioughton Lake both provide
recreational water opportunities

To the north, Gaylord (Otsego County) has several recreational facilities that are open to theThlic
Sportsplex offers an indoor ice rink and swimming pdtiere are several ski lodgespgmed cross
country ski trails, golf courses, a bowling alleyd a theatre complex The travel distance from Gaylord
to areas in Crawford County wasfrom about 20 minutes to close to one hour.

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan Page | 15



Oscoda County, to the east, is a very rural counmith few recreational facilitiedbeyond state and
federal landscampgroundsand the AuSable Rivefhe area does offer a major gafbsscountry ski

resort The travel distance from Crawford County to Oscoda County ranges from 30 minutes to more
than ore hour.

Kalkaska County is located to the west of Crawford Colrttgated within the City of Kalkaska are a
variety of recreational opportunitiesThe area has a roller skating rink, an archery cquasel a
sportspl ex c.aheyatsahaverdagdorimere of spbrts teams such as Little Leagaeger,
and softball Kalkaska is a 3@inute drive fromGrayling buts over an hour from other portions of the
county.

Description of the Planning and Public Input Process

Planning Process

The update of the Recreation Plan began inwhiter of 2021. The planning process included a series of
public meetings with the_.ovells Townshiplanning Commissiomhe preliminary draft plan was posted

on the Northeast Michigan Council of Governmemisbsite anda physical draftvasmade available at
Lovells Township Hall and at the library duly 14, 202230 days prior to the public hearing to allow
citizens and surrounding municipalities ample time to review and comment on the draft plan. (Appendix)
The posting on the web and notice to the township boards helped announce the availability of the draft
plan.

Lovells Townshipeld a public hearing o®ctober 11, 2022at 10 am A legal notice was published in
the Crawford County Avalanche &eptember 22, 2022announcing a public hearing will be held on
October 11, 2022for the adoption of the final Plan. The Recreation Plan was adopted by the Lovells
Township Board o@ctobe 11, 2022.

Public Input

Citizen opinion on recreation priorities is key to the development of a recreation plan. Lovells Township
chose to have a public input session to gather initial input. A notice was posted on the Lovells Township
website and poshg board outside Township Hall épril 4, 2022 for a public input session held on
April 29, 2022Additional comments were submitted vianeail after the public input session and during

the 30-daydraft review.The subjetof the recreation plan updatavasrecreational developmentwith
additional projects discussethrough severalLovells Townshimeetings.Throughout the development

of this recreation planmembers of key groups of tiieownshipand citizens have been involvddvells
TownshipPlanning Commission discusst#te coordination of multiple agencies surroundiragcess
points throughout the Townshjgrant funding sourcegnd parkimprovements, at theilApril 29, 202,

public input sesion. The Planning Commission reviewed additional public comments oRlame
included inthe Appendix

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan Page | 16



Scheduled Timeline

December 16, 2021

January 142022

Februaryl6, 202

February23, 202

April 2021

April 4, 202

April 29, 202

July 11, 2022

July 14, 2022

September 22, 2022

Decemberl3, 2022

Township Officials contract witthe Northeast Michigan Council of
Governments (NEMCOG) to assidlriafting a recreation/master plan for
Lovells Township.

NEMCOG reviewdtlie past plan and made updates the community
description, administrative structure, and recreation inventory.

NEMCOG staff met with the Planning Commission to discuss public in
options.

NEMCOGtaff review updated information with the Planning Commissic
on community description, administrative, structure, resource inventor
etc.

NEMCOG staff conducts-site visits to each recreational facility in the
County and conductabarrier-free assessment.

A public notice appearean the Lovells Township website and posting
board outside Township Haltivertisirg a public input session for the
Lovells TownshiRecreation Plan to be hetth April 29, 202.

A public input session is held on thevells TownshiRecreation Plan.

The Planning Commission voted to approve the draft of the Lovells
Township Recreation Plan and to put the plan out for3Balay review
period.

The Recreation Plan was available for review. A public notice appeare
the NEMCOG website,ithi additional postings at the Township Hall.

A public notice appeared in the Crawford County Avalanche advertisin
public hearing to be held oB@ctober 11, 2022at 10 am.

The Lovells Township Board of Trustees held a public hearing on the
Recreation Plan. Any comments receiviemin the public through email,
mail, or in person were incorporated into the plan. The Lovells Townsh
Board of Trustees passed a Resolution of Adoption.
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Goals and Objectives
In the review of past goals and recent input, the following overall galcamponent goals were
developed and apply at thEownshiplevel.

Recreation and Public Lands

Preserve and improve access to public lands and water, recreation trails, ppéatis,
and recreation facilities for the safe enjoymenf residents, visitors, and future
generations.

ADDITIONACOMPONENGOALS

1. Pursue improvements to recreational opportunities withiwells Township

2. Educatethe public to preserve and protetite natural environment to leavie better
than when they arrived.

Ensure public recreational facilities and activities are open aresaitde to all.

Work cooperatively with appropriate agencies and units of government to develop g
maintain an extensive network of trails and the necessary support facilities for each
including hiking, biking, horseback ridingg gkiing, snowmobilind®RV, canoeing,
kayaking fishing, alpine skiing, snowshoeing, tubing, and hunting.

5. Work cooperatively with appropriate agencies and units of government to establish
maintain access sites for canoe/kayak um&d fishingaccess angromote the local
water trails.

6. Work cooperatively to promote recreational opportunities in the arethe related
economic benefits for the region

Lovells Township z Recreational Goals & Objectives
Goal 1Pursue improvements tluture and currentrecreational opportunities available within the

township.
Objectives
a. Expand recreational property within the township.
b. Construct multiuserecreation facilitieon township park property.
c. Developawalking/jogging trail arounthe township park.
d. Maintain and improve currentecreationalfacilitiesand parkgo improvethe
communitylevel of service
e. Seek additional funding opportunities to reach community recreagjoals.

Goal 2 Ensurgownshipsponsored recreational facilities and activities are open and accessible to all
members of the public

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan Page | 18



Objectives
a. Encourage participation in townshiponsored recreation activities.

b. New construction will meet barrieiree accessibility requirements for parks.

Action Program

The following action program is presented by jurisdiction including the proposed projects and rationale
for each. These lists were developed by each jurisdiction in consideration of input akéminethe
recreation stakeholdergroup and other public input received. The public input summaries are available
under separate cover.

Table 18 Lovells TownshigCapital Improvement Schedule

LOVELSETOWNSHIP CAPITALIMPROVEMENTS SGHEDUE
Project | _ N .
# Project Priority Funding Source(s)
1 Y early maintenance 1 Township
Professional Services; Lafdveying
> SerylcesEnglneerlngserV|ces . AsNeeded | Township
EnvironmentaBervices, Planning
Servicesetc.
Identify and prepareurrent
3 land for future recreational 2 Township
uses).
Ingall drinking fountains, bike
4 racks, benches, picnic tables, 3 Township
kiosks etc.
5 Parkinglot improvements 3 Township
6 Townshipsupportedrecreational 1 Township, Local, andPrivate
events.
Purchaseoutdoor adultfitnessand .
7 parkequipment. 3 Township
8 Trailencompassing Townshigdacility 3 Township, Local, andPrivate
Work withcountyand state Township, Local
9 agencies to connect nen Foundations, MDOT and
motorized recreational areas and 4 DNR
larger trail networks.
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Universally accessible River and
Lake access for swimming,
fishing, kayaking, launchirg
boats etc, and work withcounty 3
and state agencies to assure sites
are accessible for all.

Township, Foundations,
DNRand County

10

Investigateadditional boat launch
11 locationswithin the township based 4 Township, DNRand County
on community needs.

Project Prioriiesare prioritizedwith 1 being the highegpriority and 4 being the lowest priority.
Finalproject costs will be determinedby the Township Board

Table 19 Lovells TownshifRationale

Project # Jugification

1 Maintain facilities and propertiegvery yeatto provide a level of service desired
the community.

o Professionaservice contracts willbe doneoma as needed” b a3
project specification.

Identifying future recreational uses will help in futysanning andudgeting
3 process angbossiblycut down onunnecessary expenditures.

Drinking fountains, bike racks, picnic tables, kioskand benches will make the
facilitiesmore user-friendly.

Supportlocal events for theeommunity

Improves overall community health and activity within the community and sk
be accessible to all.

Improvesthe overall attractivenessurroundingthe township facilities and

4
5 Improve parking lot facilities, accessibilitysignageand capacity.
6
7

8 improves general healttwell-beingfor the community and creates community|

9 Improving noAmotorized recreational opportunities within the township beng
businesses, recreationahthusiastsand communityrelationships

10 Work with multiple agencies tariprove additional boahg servicesind current
services basednthe c o mmu ndiedireg level of service.

11 Investigating and working with multiple agencies can help the township and

community achieve their overall goals.

LovellsTownshipBasis for Action

Lovells Townshipas55 residentsunder 18based on the 2P0 Census Dataaccounting for nearl@.7
percent of the total populationBased on thé5 younger residentsa need is showifor expansion and
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improvements of recreational facilities throughout the Townshifxpansion and improvements of
recreational opportunitieganserve the youth and near67 people living irLovells Township

Ambulatory disability is any impairment that prevemtr impedes walkingLovells Townshipas19.7%
of its population having ambulatory difficultyith 21.5% of residents having sonsort of disability
Lovells Townshiwill continueto provide ADAcompliant parks, trailsand recreational area® assure
that the need of all residentis met.

Almost 80% of Lovells Township igublicly-owned land. Many of the more than500 peoplethat live in
the Townshipdo so because of the abundance of public land. Certainly, many of the visitors to Lovells
Townshipthroughout the year are here for that very reason. It is for this purpose that the Township
must make the most of its recreational activities. The more the Townshipimproves its recreational
activities for those that live here and those that visit, the more it will grow as a community, economically
andculturally. Lovells Townshiplreadyboasts many hunting and fishing opportunities. However, for its
size, the Townshipalso has excellent snowmobiletrail opportunities to go alang with canoeing, hiking,
skiing, snowshoeing, equestriantrails, and biking excursions waiting to be experienced. There exists a
county-wide voted millageto preserve and enhancehe prospects of our recreational challenges.

Douglas Park

DouglasParkis named after Thomas E Douglas who worked as a bookkeeper and opened one of the first
lumber mils and general stores in Lovells Township around the early 1900sparkesurrounds the
Township Hall offering a or&top shop for recreation and additional amenities the township has to
offer such as Lovells Township Reading and Media Center, exercise gmdgwnship Hall rental.

The parkis aneighborhoodpark covering 5.5 acreand offers many amenities includingc hi | dr en
playground, a picnic pavilicarea a basketbalhoop, a baseball diamondand museuns.

S
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b S dzY | Wayidihg/Lovells Township Bridge Access Site

TheN e u ma banding/Lovells Township Bridge AccessiSlteated adjacent to the Lovells Township

Bridge. The site has received recgnant funding and has expanded parking and access to the North
Branch Au Sable River.

Loveu.s BRIDGE

-

ACCESS S\TE
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Crossroads Park

Crossroads Park was purchased in 2021 dathations from the community. Shortly after the park was
purchased split rail fencing wasnstalled on the west side of the parkAlthough the park has been

recently purchasegdthe future development of the parkas been aopic of many public meetings and

community events by both officials and resideriairing the late summer of 2022 beautification was
completedal ong Lovell’'s Road awerkprevided tothesitmal el ectri c ¢

Lovells Bridge \&lk

Each year in August people gatherdelebratethe famousLovellsBridge Walk. The event has been

going on foroverthree decades. For a town with a population of approximately 567 petipdeLovells

Bridge walk hasundreds of attendees each yealT he Bri dge wal k includes tt
Breakfast put on by volunteer fire and EMS staff and includes donatiassBRdge Walk eventhave

raised approximately $10,000. The Bridyalkhas accepted generous donations that have helped with
communityimprovements.
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Appendix
Crossroads Park Future Proposed Improvements
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Public Input

The Lovells Township Planning Commaission

is currently working on an updated

RECREATIONAL PLAN
Come participate in planning your community’s future!
Your input is needed!
Get involved in your community!

Please plan to attend a

Public Input & Goal Setting Session

Lovells Township Planning Commission Meeting
5:00 PM, Friday, April 29, 2022
Lovells Township Hall
8405 Twin Bridge Road

For more information contact:

Lovells Township Clerk, Cynthia Infante-Inman (989) 348-9215, lovellstownship@gmail.com
Or email Lovells Township Planning Commission Chair,

Denny Inman; dennis.inman2014@gmail.com
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Notice of Availability of Recreation Plan for at least 30 days

A Notsecure | www.discovernortheastmichigan.org/article.asp?ait=nv&nid=575 Lo 3 A a % ® a3 vs

[T}

COUNCILOFGOVERNMENTS ~ MICHIGANWORKS!  PROSPERITY COLLABORATIVE ~ DOCUMENT LIBRARY

DISCOVER

Business  HotJobProfiles Jobseekers Community Agencies Data

i
EAST OF EXPECTED

Lovells Township Recreation Plan 30-Day Review

Lovells Township Recreation Plan 30-Day Review

Notice is hereby given to any and all interested parties that Lovells Township is
seeking public comment on the Five-Year 2023-2027 Parks and Recreation Plan.

Electronic copy of the Plan can be viewed on the NEMCOG website:
http./www.discovernortheastmichigan.org/downloads/lovells_township_recrea

A physical copy of plan is available at the Lovells Township Hall and Reading
Center, 8405 Twin Bridge Road, Grayling, Ml, 48738,

The required 30-day public review and comment period will begin on July 14,
2022, and willend on August 13, 2022,

Lovells Township residents are asked to submit comments in writing via email
to eszymanski@nemcog.org or via mail to Denny Inman, Lovells Township
Planning Commission, at 8405 Twin Bridge Road, Grayling, Ml, 4g738.

Afollow-up public hearing will take place at Lovells Township Hall, 8405 Twin
Bridge Road, Grayling, M, 48738 for the Lovells Township Planning Commission
meeting on September 12, 2022, at 5pm. Any and all input is greatly appreciated.

e o sy ol 14,3022

l BYYO N. Sherman Koad « Grayling, Mi 49/ 38 (0922, 29,6) I

Public Hearing Notice

Deadline for submission Lovells Township Recreation Plan
of Legal,Public & Bid Lovells Township Board will hold a public hearing on the Lovells Township
Notices is5 p.m. the
s

Recreation Plan 2023-2027 Plan. The meeting will take place at Lovells Township

¢ Friday prior to Hall, located at 8405 Twin Bridge Road, Grayling, Mi, 49738 on Tuesday,
publication. October 11, 2022 at 10am. The draft plan is available for review at the Lovells
Township Hall and Northeast Michigan Council of Governments website:
N O I I ‘ E Please submit all hitp://www.di th ichi g/downloads/lovells_township_i jon_plan_draft_final_v1.pdf
notices via email to Written comments may be submitted to:

leg Eric Szymanski - eszymanski@nemcog.org or 8405 Twin Bridge Road, Grayling, Mi, 49738 a0

Thursday, September 22, 2022 - CRAWFORD COUNTY AVALANCHE - 7B

Notice of Public Hearing for Lovells Township

| Phone: (989) 348-2281 - Fax: (989) 348-6933

Public Hearing Notice Lovells Township Recreation Plan

Lovells Township Board will hold a public hearing on the Lovells Township
Recreation Plan 2023-2027 Plan, The meeting wilt take place at Lovetls Township

Hall, located at 8405 Twin Bricige Road, Grayling, M, 49738 on Tuesday, December Deadline for submission of Leg.l’
13,2022, at 10 am. The draft plan was posted for & 30-day review in the Crawford

County Avalanche on September 22, 2022, and expired on October 22, 2022. The Pl.lb"( & Bid NO“(QS is
draft plan is available at the Lovells Townshép Hall and Northeast Michigan Council 5 p.m. the Friday prior to publication.

of Governments website:
Mipwww 340503 Sovetls_ downstip_ meoeation_plao_drat Asalv7pdf

Please submit all notices via email to
legals@crawfordcountyavalanche.com

Written comments may be submitted to:
Eric Szymanski - eszymanskignemcog.org or 8405 Twin Bridge Road,
Grayling, ML 49738

Thursday. November 24, 2022 - CRAWFORD COUNTY AVALANCHE - 7B
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Resolution of the Lovells Township Planning Commission
Resolution of the Lovells Township Board

Recreation Plan
Resolution of Adoption
Lovells Township

WHEREAS, Lovells Township has developed a five-year Parks and Recreation Plan which describes the physical
features, existing recreation facilities, and desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities
during the five-year period that begins in 2023 and ends on December 31, 2027; and

WHEREAS, the plan has been developed in accordance with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
requirements for a Community Recreation Plan; and

WHEREAS, a notice of a public input session was posted on April 18, 2022, on the Lovells Township website, and
door. The public input session was held on April 29, 2022, to provide an opportunity for citizens to share ideas and
express opinions regarding the future of parks and recreation in Lovells Township; and

WHEREAS, a draft Recreation Plan was made available for review and public comments for 30-days at the Lovells
Township Hall and Northeast Michigan Council of Governments website:
http://www.discovernortheastmichigan.org/downloads/lovells township recreation plan draft final v1.pdf

WHEREAS, a public hearing with the Lovells Township Board was held on December 13, 2022, at 10 am, at Lovells
Township Hall, 8405 Twin Bridge Road, Grayling, Michigan, 49738 to provide an opportunity for citizens to express
opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Parks and Recreation Plan; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, on December 13, 2022, that the Lovells Township Board hereby adopts said
Parks and Recreation Plan as a guideline for recreation improvements for Lovells Township.

—

Yeas: D Nays: TQ Absent: Q

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the forgoing Resolution was adopted at a Lovells Township Board meeting held on

December 13, 2022.
Date: /'77//3/"25) i Signature: ‘,@/

Printed Name: €74/ /117 277 _LAZAN ) 2 < Z 071/ F A
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Copies of Submittal Letters

N Cgr?slc\(::t:f Mictisan

EAST OF EXPECTED

Northeast Michigan Council of Governments
80 Livingston Blvd Suite U-108 | PO Box 457 | Gaylord, MI 49734 | Voice: 989.705.3730 | Fax: 989.705.3729 | nemcog.org

January 6, 2023

Cris Jones, Crawford County Planning Commission
ATTN: Crawford County Planning Commission

C/O Paul Compo

Via Email: pcompo(@crawfordco.org: xcjones(@charter.net

Dear Mr. Jones & Mr. Compo:
On behalf of the Lovells Township, we are pleased to inform you that the Township has
approved and adopted a 5-year Recreation Plan. This plan received public input from

online surveys and a public hearing.

Please see the FINAL Adopted Recreation Plan attached to this email.

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding the Recreation Plan.

Sincerely,

o 9 Fx

Eric Szymanski
Regional Planner
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG)

Regional
Cooperation
Since

1968

Alcona * Alpena * Cheboygan * Crawford * Emmet * Montmorency * Oscoda * Otsego * Presque Isle

Equal Oppportunity
Employer
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Ndrefl's;\(;/:t:f Micbisan

EAST OF EXPECTED

Northeast Michigan Council of Governments
80 Livingston Blvd Suite U-108 | PO Box 457 | Gaylord, MI 49734 | Voice: 989.705.3730 | Fax: 989.705.3729 | nemcog.org

January 6, 2023

Doug Baum
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments

Via Email: dbaum(@nemcog.org

Dear Mr. Baum:

On behalf of the Lovells Township, we are pleased to inform you that the Township has
approved and adopted a 5-year Recreation Plan. This plan received public input from
online surveys and a public hearing.

Please see the FINAL Adopted Recreation Plan attached to this email.

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding the Recreation Plan.

Sincerely,

Eric Szymanski

Regional Planner
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG)

Regional
Cooperation
Since

1968

Alcona * Alpena * Cheboygan * Crawford * Emmet * Montmorency * Oscoda * Otsego * Presque Isle e

Equal Oppportunity
Employer
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Post Completion Self Certification Forms (MDNR)

GRANTEE: Lovells Township

Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PusLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

PosT-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
(Please select one) [X] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
[[] RECREATION PASSPORT

(] BoND FUND

PROJECT NUMBER: 26-01104 F1

PROJECT TITLE: Douglas Park

PROJECT TYPE: Park Development

PROJECT SCOPE: Park improvements & installation of playground equipment.

Name of Agency (Grantee)

To BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Contact Person Title

Township Supervisor

Grayling, Mi, 49738
SITE DEVELOPMENT

Lovells Township Gary Neumann
Address Telephone

8405 Twin Bridge Road 989-348-9215
City, State, ZIP Email

lovellstownship@gmail.com

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?

buildings.)

If yes, please describe change(s). OyYes XINo
Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

OyYes XINo

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Park equipment is past its useful life.

Xyes [INo

Equipment is not ADA compliant.

QUA

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. XYes [INo
Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. Xyes [INo
[yes XINo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Lovells Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Page 1

PR1944 (Rev. 07/07/2014)
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PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. XYes [INo
General mowing of the area facility and yearly inspection of park equipment are done.

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) XYes [INo [IN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. [Yes XINo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. [JYes [XINo

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

No, the Site is open to the public year-round 24/7

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED

Page 2 PR1944 (Rev. 07/07/2014)
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PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’D
CERTIFICATION

| do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information

and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief.

)

Gary Neumann AT ore) Ll RAAL —  1-12-2023
Please print Grantee Authorized Signature Date

Cynthia Infante-Inman o 1-12-2023

Please print o g s Date

Send completed report to:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page 3 PR1944 (Rev, 07/07/2014)
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PuBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

PosST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.
GRANT TYPE: [X] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND [] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [_] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ] RECREATION PASSPORT  [[] BOND FUND

GRANTEE: Lovells Township

PROJECT NUMBER: TF19-0059 PROJECT TYPE: Access Site Development

PROJECT TITLE: Lovells Access Site Development

PROJECT SCOPE: See comments for more details

To BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee) Contact Person
Lovells Township Gary Neumann

Title
Township Supervisor

Address Telephone
8405 Twin Bridge Road 989-348-9215
City, State, ZIP Email

Grayling, Mi, 49738
SITE DEVELOPMENT

lovellstownship@gmail.com

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). [CYes XINo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) [Cdyes XINo

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. ClYes XINo
QUA

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?

If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. XYes [INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?  If no, please explain. XYes [INo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. Yes XINo

Page 1
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PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. XYes [JNo
General grass and weed control of the area facility is done frequently

Roller and launch system is inspected in the spring, summer, and fall.

Roller and launch system 1S inspecteéd 10 =% ZP=-"9r = = — —— —— __— ———

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) XYes [INo [IN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. [JYes XINo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. [yes XINo

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

No, the Site is open to the public year-round 24/7
IAccess Pathway 6' wide or more
Canoe/Kayak Roller Transport System
Bench (es)
Canoe/Kayak Launch or Ramp
Crushed Stone Parking Lot
Entrance & Exit Drive

Fence
Signage

Project Description: Development of an improved public access point at the north branch of
the Au Sable River located on County Road 612. The project consists of a gravel parking lot
area, access pathway, and elevated small-craft transport system to enable users to "walk"
their kayaks, canoes, and riverboats from the parking area to the bank of the river.

Page 2 PR1944 (Rev. 07/07/2014)
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PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’D
CERTIFICATION

and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief.

7/

)
{
Gary Neumann Thoty) T i ne LA 1-12-2023

| do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information

Please print Gra?)tee Authorized Signature Date

Cynthia Infante-Inman -12-2023
Please print ess Signature Date
\4 7
Send completed reportto: ~ POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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