SOUTH BRANCH TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

South Branch Township

Crawford County, Michigan

Prepared by:

South Branch Township Planning Commission
Members:
Herman Bratfish
Donna Pflum
Ernie Windolph
Lance Koschtial
Roy Spangler
Suzanne Luck
Alan Diodore

Assisted by:

Northeast Michigan Council of Governments
121 East Mitchell Street
P. O. Box 457
Gaylord, Michigan 49734
WWW.Nnemcog.org

Adopted:
June 1, 2006
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Planning Staff from NEMCOG: Richard Deuell, AICP
Brian Sanada

Past Planning Commission Member: Syd Dyer



SOUTH BRANCH TOWNSHIP
MASTER PLAN

Table of Contents

CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION ...ttt ettt et e e et e e e e et e et e e et e e eaaeeeeaneeeannaaes 1-1
Purpose and Planning PrOCESS ... ...iuu i e e e e e e e e e e 1-1
Location and Regional SETHING .........cceuuiieriiiii e e 1-1
oY= o 1] o] oV PP UPPTPPP 1-1
Status of Planning and ZONING........cceuiiiiiiiir e 1-2

CHAPTER 2 -SOCIO ECONOMIC PROFILE .......cciiiiiiiiiiieee ettt 2-1
Population By MUNICIPAIIY..........oiiii et e e e e e raaas 2-1
Seasonal Population ... 2-1
Age Distribution and Racial COMPOSITION .........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 2-1
STz L0111 Y2 = L L1 2-3
HOUSENOIAS ...ttt e e e e e s eeaeeas 2-4
Housing Stock and Property VAIUES ..........c.uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee et 2-4
INCOME AN POVEILY STATUS ... 2-6
[T L= 11 TR 2-9
E M DIOYMIENE e ———————————— 2-11

CHAPTER 3 - COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES ...coeeieiiieee e 3-1
Water and Sewage DiSPOSal........ccuiiiiiiiii e 3-1
WASEE DISPOSAI ....eeeee et 3-1
U111 S T=T [ =P 3-1
B = 10 o) o 7= 1 o] o P 3-2
Public Land and BUIldiNgS ..........oieuiiiii et e e 3-2
Schools, Libraries and MUSEUIMS .......c..uiiiuieiii ettt e e e e e e e ees 3-3
Churches and CeMELETIES .....ccun it e e e e e e e e e eeaaeas 3-3
PUBIIC SAFETY ...ttt e e et e e e e e eaa e 3-3
Y LTo [ Tor= U o= o[ =P UPPT 3-4
Recreational FaCIlities ...........ii e 3-4

CHAPTER 4 - NATURAL RESOURCES ...ttt ettt ettt e e e e 4-1
L0311 0= PP 4-1
(CT=To)] (o]0 | PP PPRN 4-2
B 1o 0o o | =T o] 01V P 4-3
RS0 | PSP 4-3

Hydric Soils and Steeply SIOped Areas .........o.uvieuiiiiiiieiiee e 4-5
Building Site DeVeIOPMENT ........oeeiie e 4-5
ST 0 (o Y] 1= 1S 4-5
WALET RESOUICES ... eiteee ettt ettt ettt et et e e et et e e e et e a e e e eneeens 4-9
LCT (01U a0 117 =] PP 4-9
SUIMACE WALET ... et e e e e 4-9
Au Sable Watershed Restoration Committee ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeen. 4-10
FOrests and WetIandS ..........oveuuiiii e 4-11
Pre-settlement Vegetation ..........oouiiiiiiii e 4-13
L1 o 11 = = Lo T - 4-17
[=ToTo] oo [or= 1l 601 ¢ T o] £ T PP PPR 4-18

Sites of Environmental ContamiNation. ... .o.ie ittt ea e eeeeraes 4-19



CHAPTER 5 - EXISTING LAND COVER/USE ......ouiiiiiiee e 5-1

(0= Y Lo B A1 o I o= U (T L 5-1
Existing Land Cover/Use CharaCteriStiCS..........vuiuiiiiiiiii i 5-1
RESIAENTIAL..... . e e 5-2

(070] 1212 1= (= PR 5-2
Industrial/EXtractive/ULIlItIES .......cuoiriie e 5-2
Institutional/Recreational...........ccuiiiiiiii e e e e 5-3

DAt | ot U U 5-3
NON-FOrested UPIanGS .........couu i 5-3

(0 o] F= 1 To I 0] ] £ 5-3
Lowland Forests and Wetlands............coooiiiii i 5-3

U 1= 1o =TT | (= PR 5-4
CHAPTER 6 - COMMUNITY GOALS AND POLICIES.....ccuuiiiiiieiiieeeie et 6-1
Community Assets to Preserve and Problems to ADdress ...........ccoovvveviiviiiiiieiiicennees 6-1
South Branch Township in the Year 2025.........ccoouiiiiiii e 6-2
GOAIS AN POIICIES. .. it e e 6-3
Planning and Community Development ...........ooouiiiiiiiiiiie e 6-3
Residential Land USES.......ccuu it e e e e e eanas 6-4
Commercial Areas and ACHVITIES.........oeiuieiiiii e 6-5
INAUSTIAl LANA USES....uceii i e e e e e e e e e 6-5
Infrastructure and Community FaCilitieS. ..o 6-6
Recreation and PUDIIC LaNdS ........ccouiiniiiiieii e 6-6
L0370 0 0 1= o 6-7
Natural ENVIFONMENT ...t e e e e enns 6-7

[0 =] I U o LN 6-8
CHAPTER 7 - FUTURE LAND USE RECOMMENDATIONS ....cuuiiiiieeie e 7-1
Land Use PIANNING AFBAS ......ccuunieiiiii ettt ettt et e et e e e e e ea e e eeaaees 7-1
RESOUICE CONSEIVALION ...t e e e e e e e e e e e eees 7-2

R 1 L= 1 O] o o o] P 7-2

0] (=S Q=T =T L[] o I 7-3
U = L =T [0 (=T ) (P 7-4
General ReSIdential .........ccuveuiiiiiiii e 7-4

(0701 121 .0 1=T (o = 7-5
o o 1 T L1 1] 4 TP 7-5
SPECIAL ISSUE ATBAS . euiitiieiei et e e et e e et e e e e et e e e e et e e e e e e e et e e aeneenneen 7-6
(0 7= [0 1 7-6
Open Space DeVEeIOPMENT......ccuu it e 7-6
CommuNity FACIHTIES .....c.ieieii e e e e e 7-7
Resource Protection and Management...........oveuiiiiiiiiii e 7-7
Hazard MitIQatiON .........oeee ettt e e e e e e e 7-7
CHAPTER 8 - PLAN ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION ...couiiiiiiiiiiieeiiieee e 8-1
Plan Coordination and REVIEW ........c.iiuiiiiiiiei e e e e e e e e e e enns 8-1
e o] (o o [= T U [T PP UP PP PPPTPPPN 8-1
o =T 17 (0] o 4 o PP 8-1
Plan Implementation ... e e 8-1
Legal TranSMItLalS .........eeee e et e e e e e e 8-3

APPENDIX A — PUBIIC WOIKSNOP ... A-1



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1.1 Base Map, South Branch TOWNSHIP .....coooiiiiiiiiii e, 1-3
Figure 2.1 INCOME DY TYPE oiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e reeeeeeeeas 2-7
Figure 2.2 Median HOUSENOIA INCOME .......cooiiiiiiiii et e e e e 2-7
Figure 2.3 Educational Attainment 2000 ..o 2-9
Figure 3.1 Public Lands in South Branch TOWNSNIP ..., 3-3
Figure 4.1 Glacial Landforms........cooooo oo 4-4
Figure 4.2 Steep Slopes and HYdrIC SOIIS .........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecce e 4-6
(o [V (oI G T = T 1] [ L] [o T @ 11 >V | £ 4-7
Figure 4.4 Septic System LimitationsS..........cooo i 4-8
Figure 4.5 Water RESOUICES ......cooi i, 4-12
Figure 4.6 Historic Vegetation and Interpolated FIres ..., 4-13
Figure 4.7 Forest Types from 1978 MIRIS land Cover/Use iNVENLOIY ............ooccvvveeeeeeeennnnne 4-14
Figure 4.8 National Wetlands INVENtOry Map ......ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiii et e e 4-15
Figure 4.9 Pre-Settlement Vegetation Map...........cuoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 4-16
Figure 5.1 South Branch Existing Land Cover/Use Map .........ccccccevviiiiiiiiic 5-5

Figure 7.1 South Branch Future Land Use Map ..o 7-8



Table 2.1:

Table 2.2:

Table 2.3:

Table 2.4:

Table 2.5:

Table 2.6

Table 2.7:

Table 2.8:

Table 2.9:

Table 2.10:

Table 2.11:

Table 2.12;

Table 2.13:

Table 5.1:

LIST OF TABLES

Population for South Branch Township & Crawford County

Municipalities, 1990 - 2000..........ceeueririeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeaererrrrrr e ———————————— 2-1
Age Distribution by Municipality

in Crawford County - 2000 ..........uueuueeerieeiriereeeieeeerrerreer . —————————————————————— 2-2
Population By Race And Hispanic Origin

In Crawford County - 2000 ...........cceiviiiiiiiiiie 2-3
Disability Status* - 2000 .........cciiiriiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ee e aaanaaennees 2-3
Housing CharacteristiCS - 2000 ...........uuiiiiiieeiiiiiiiiiee e 2-5
Age of Housing Structures in South Branch Township ........cccooooevviiiiiiiiiieecceenns 2-5

Distribution of SEV

for South Branch Township and Crawford County ...........cccceeeviiieiiiiiiiiiiin e, 2-6
Income Statistics

for South Branch Township, Crawford County & State: 1999 ............................... 2-6
Poverty Rates

South Branch Township, Crawford COUNLY ... 2-8
Poverty by Municipality

CrawWfOrd COUNLY .....ueeiiiiieee ittt e e e e e e r e e e e e e s s s e e e e e e e e e e aanes 2-8
Educational Attainment 2000 .............uuuiiiiiiee et 2-9

Civilian Labor Force Comparisons
Township, County and State ............uiiii i e 2-10

Employment by Occupational Group
Township and County - 2000 ...........uuiiiiiiirieeeiir e e e e e e e e eeaeens 2-10

Existing land use statistics
for South Branch TOWNSNIP ....cooooiiii e 5-2



