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Introduction
Presque Isle Township has an abundance of 

natural resources, which offer recreational 

opportunities to residents and visitors.  The 

township recognizes the importance of 

recreational planning and works with volunteers 

and public and private agencies to complete 

projects.  In conjunction with the township’s 

facilities, the county, state, and privately-owned 

recreational facilities provide the area with a 

wide variety of recreational activities and 

programs. 

 

In 2016, Presque Isle Township worked with 

McKenna Associates to prepare a recreation 

plan.  Recreation plans that have been approved 

by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

allow the Township to be eligible for State of 

Michigan recreational grant funding. In December 

2022, Presque Isle Township contracted with 

the Northeast Michigan Council of Governments 

(NEMCOG) to update its recreation plan.  This 

recreation plan was prepared for Presque Isle 

Township-owned, leased, and operated 

recreational facilities and programs.   

 

The intent of the Presque Isle Township 

Recreation Plan is to: 

• Maintain and improve the current 

recreation-related facilities and services  

• Enable Presque Isle Township to apply 

for and obtain available funding  

• Assist with implementation of projects  

• Improve accessibility to facilities and 

activities through compliance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

and Universal Design Standards  

 

Regional Location & Topography 
Presque Isle Township covers approximately 47.2 

square miles in the southeastern section of 

Presque Isle County within Michigan’s 

Northeastern Lower Peninsula.  About 35.6 

square miles of the township is land area (22,784 

acres) and about 11.6 square miles is water.  The 

township is triangular in shape and is bordered by 

Lake Huron to the north and east, Alpena County 

to the south, and Krakow Township to the west 

(Figure 1-1). 

 

The township is not close to Michigan’s large 

urban areas.  It takes a little over four hours to 

drive to Detroit and Lansing, and about three 

hours to drive to the Bay City/Saginaw region.  

However, the township is close to the recreation 

and resort areas in Northern Michigan, Mackinaw 

City and the Straits, Petoskey, Harbor Springs, 

Gaylord, Indian River, and Cheboygan. 

 

Presque Isle Township is relatively flat due to 

glaciation and inundation by glacial Lake Huron.  

The township is approximately 580 feet above sea 

level, while it is about 660 feet above sea level 

near the Lake Huron shoreline. 
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Figure 1-1 Location Map  

 

A Brief History of Tourism & Recreation in Presque Isle Township 
Tourism and recreation have been a significant 

part of Presque Isle Township’s history beginning 

with the Native Americans and pioneers who were 

drawn to the township’s woodlands, wetlands, 

water, and wildlife.   

 

First, the Old and New Presque Isle Lighthouses 

are renowned tourist attractions.  In 1840, the Old 

Presque Isle Lighthouse was built, and the harbor 

light operated until 1871.  The Old Presque Isle 

Lighthouse Park features two main structures, a 

keeper dwelling, and a light tower.   

 

Next, the Fireside Inn and Presque Isle Lodge are 

some of the first known establishments that 

sparked recreational tourism in the township.  The 

Fireside Inn was constructed in 1908 and began 

receiving steady guests by mid-July 1909.  The 

Presque Isle Lodge was built in 1920 and was the 

fourth largest resort/hotel in the area.  

 

Third, Rockport State Park is one of Michigan’s 

most unique state parks, which encompasses 

4,237 acres in Presque Isle and Alpena Counties.  

Within Presque Isle Township, the state park is 

designated as a Dark Sky Preserve, and contains 

hiking trails, sinkholes, fossils, beaches, a historic 

ghost village, and shipwrecks.  Historically, 

Rockport State Park operated as a quarry from 

1914 until the end of the 1950’s.  The loading 

dock foundations used to load the freighters with 

stone still stretch into Lake Huron. 

 

More recently, the US 23 Heritage Route was 

established under the Michigan legislature in 

1993.  The US 23 Heritage Route is a Pure 

Michigan Byway, which begins in Standish and 

travels 200 miles up the Lake Huron shoreline to 

Mackinaw City.  The route offers scenic views as 

well as sites of historical, recreational, and cultural 

significance.  Furthermore, the township has six 

designated Michigan Historical Markers: Range 

Light, Old Lighthouse, New Lighthouse, 

Burnham’s Landing, Kauffman House, and 

Presque Isle Lodge.  Public lands also provide 

green spaces within the township.   
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In addition, the Thunder Bay National Marine 

Sanctuary protects nearly 100 historic shipwrecks 

in Lake Huron.  The sanctuary has impacted 

Presque Isle Township since 2014 through 

signage, buoy markers over shipwrecks, 

providing publicity for the lighthouses, and 

offering glass bottom boat tours. 

 

Population, Housing, & Transportation 
According to the 2021 American Community 

Survey, Presque Isle Township has a population 

of 1,743 people.  There are 1,698 total housing 

units with 828 classified as occupied and 870 

classified as vacant.  Out of the vacant housing 

units, 799 are classified as seasonal, recreational, 

or occasional use.  Based on the township’s 

average household size of owner-occupied units 

of 2.13, the estimated seasonal population would 

be approximately 1,702 persons.  However, this 

estimate does not include persons who stay at 

private lodging places, campgrounds, or at homes 

with family or friends, which makes it difficult to 

obtain a seasonal population estimate.  U.S. 23 

travels through the center of the township to 

connect residents to Alpena, Cheboygan, and 

Gaylord.   

 

Geology & Soils 
Presque Isle Township’s bedrock consists of a 

thin line of bell shale through the center of the 

township with dundee limestone to the north and 

traverse group to the south.   

 

The township has two soil types: Summerville-

Alpena-Ruse Association and Carbondale-Lupton-

Tawas-Roscommon Association.  The 

Summerville-Alpena-Ruse Association is found in 

larger concentrations throughout the township 

and predominantly consists of nearly level to 

undulating loamy soils that range from well-

drained to very poorly drained.  Generally, these 

soils are suitable for recreational activity with only 

slight to moderate soil limitations.  The 

Carbondale-Lupton-Tawas-Roscommon 

Association is found in smaller concentrations in 

the township, particularly in the southern 

sections.  These soils are predominantly organic, 

wet most of the year, and are found in drainage 

channels, marshes, and swamps.  Recreational 

activity is severe to very severely limited on this 

soil type.   

 

Karst features can be found in Rockport State 

Park (Figure 1-2).  Karst topography is 

characterized by sinkholes, underground streams, 

and caves.  These features occur when the 

limestone bedrock gradually dissolves and the 

surface rock collapses into the cavity, which 

causes tremors that may be reported as 

earthquakes.  It takes several decades for new 

sinkholes to appear on the surface.  Due to the 

moist terrain within the bedrock and the partially 

subterranean shaded location, the sinkholes host 

plant communities that are not found in the 

surrounding surface areas.  In addition, karst 

features have a direct connection to the 

groundwater and put the township’s groundwater 

at risk for contamination due to illicit dumping.    

 

Additionally, all of Presque Isle County’s drinking 

water is from groundwater that is provided 

through subsurface aquifers.  These aquifers are 

highly vulnerable to surface contamination from 

septic systems, abandoned wells, barnyards, 

feedlots, pastures, croplands, and road corridors.   
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Figure 1-2 Location of Sinkholes in Presque Isle Township 

 

Surface Water 
Presque Isle Township is part of the Ocqueoc 

River Watershed and Lake Huron Coastal 

Watershed.  The Lake Huron Coastal Watershed 

occurs along the northern and eastern coasts of 

the township. 

 

Lake Huron is the largest surface water resource in 

Presque Isle Township.  It is the second largest of 

the five Great Lakes in surface area (23,000 

square miles) and has the greatest length of 

shoreline at 3,827 miles due to its many islands 

and inlets.  Over the last century, Lake Huron’s 

fishery has undergone significant shifts due to 

aquatic invasive species, such as sea lamprey, 

zebra mussels, quagga mussels, round goby, and 

alewives. 

In addition, Grand Lake and Long Lake are 

predominant water resources in the township.  

Approximately two-thirds of Grand Lake is located 

within the township with the remaining one-third 

located in Krakow Township.  The lake is 5,874 

acres in size and encompasses 19 islands.  It has 

a maximum depth of 25 feet and is about eight 

miles long.  Conversely, the northern half of Long 

Lake is located in Presque Isle and Krakow 

Townships, and the southern half is located in 

Alpena County.  Long Lake has a surface area of 

5,652 acres and is approximately 7.8 miles in 

length with a maximum depth of 25 feet.  Presque 

Isle Township also has numerous smaller water 

resources, such as Lake Esau and the Bell River.  

 

Upland & Lowland Woodlands 
Woodlands provide wildlife habitat and hunting 

opportunities, prevent erosion, and act as a noise 

buffer.  In Presque Isle Township, woodlands 

account for over 13,000 acres with upland forests 

covering 6,641 acres and lowland forests 

covering about 6,704 acres.  The township’s 

upland forest types include aspen/birch stands, 

pine (red, jack, and white), oak (red and white), 

and northern hardwoods (sugar maple, red 

maple, American beech, and basswood).   The 

township’s lowland forest types include lowland 

hardwoods (black ash, slippery elm, balsam 

poplar, aspen, and red maple), and lowland 

conifers (northern white cedar, black spruce, 

balsam fir, white spruce, and eastern tamarack). 
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Administration 

Presque Isle Township is governed by a five-

member elected Board of Trustees consisting of 

a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two trustees 

(Figure 2-1). The Township employs an 

Administrative Assistant and a part-time facility 

manager to maintain the township parks and 

facilities. 

In 1995, the Board of Trustees created a Parks 

and Recreation Advisory Committee; however, the 

committee lacked the authority to operate the 

township parks system or administer the 

community resources. In 2009, the township 

reorganized the administration of the park system 

by creating a six member Parks and Recreation 

Committee.   

 

Figure 2-1 Administrative Organizational Chart 

 

 

Relationships with Other Agencies & Volunteers 

Presque Isle Township works with numerous agencies and volunteers to operate and improve the 

recreational facilities within the township.  Some of the groups are listed below.  

 

1. Presque Isle Harbor Association 

2. Grand Lake Sailing  

3. Presque Isle Yacht Club 

4. Friends of Rockport State Park 

5. Friends of Thompson Harbor State Park 

6. Friends of Presque Isle Library 

7. Grand Lake Association 

8. Long Lake Improvement Association 

9. Grand Lake Sportsmen’s Club 

10. Presque Isle Township Museum Society 

11. Huron Pines (Emily Hunt Preserve) 

12. Presque Isle Community Men’s Club 

13. Presque Isle Community Women’s Club 

14. Michigan Nature Association (Spitler Shore 

Sanctuary) 

15. Headwaters Land Conservancy  

16. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary  

17. Alpena Chamber of Commerce  

18. Roger City Chamber of Commerce 

19. Community Foundation for Northeast 

Michigan 

 

 

Presque Isle 
Township 

Board of Trustees

Parks & 
Recreation 
Committee

Facilities 
Maintenance Staff



 

PRESQU E  I SL E  TOWNSH I P  R E CR E A T I O N  P L A N  |  2-2 

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE Chapter 2        

Parks & Recreation Funding 

The Township Treasurer, the liaison to the Parks 

and Recreation Committee, develops the annual 

parks and recreation budget (Table 2-1).  Much 

of the revenue for maintenance and 

improvements comes from the general fund, 

restricted general fund for parks and recreation, 

Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan, 

and the tower climb admission fee and gift shop 

sales from both the New and Old Lighthouses. 

The revenue from the tower climb fees and the 

gift shop sales goes toward maintaining Old and 

New Lighthouse Parks.  The Township Board can 

accept grants and purchase land for recreational 

purposes.  The Parks and Recreation Committee 

votes on event allocation funding only.   

 

Table 2-1 Presque Isle Township Parks & Recreation Budget, 2023-2027 

 2023 2024* 2025* 2026* 2027* 2028* 

Parks & Recreation 

Budget 
$23,500 $25,000 $26,200 $27,500 $28,500 $30,300 

Source: Presque Isle Township 

*Projected budget may be subject to change 

 

Recreation Grant History 

Presque Isle Township received and successfully completed three grants through the Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources recreation grants program. 

 

1. Old Presque Isle Lighthouse, 1993, Grant # TF93-018: Acquisition of approximately 28 acres, 

including 1,000 feet of Lake Huron shoreline. 

 

2. Old Presque Isle Lighthouse Park, 1996, Grant # TF96-029: Develop 21 acres including 1,630 feet 

of Lake Huron frontage for water access and general park purposes, including road and parking, 

trails, visitor center renovations, and site improvements. 

 

3. Range Light Park Development, 2012, Grant # 26-01723: Development to include disability access 

via a 300-foot boardwalk to a raised and covered pavilion in Range Light Park. 
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Inventory Method & Classification System 
Presque Isle Township contains a great variety of 

natural resources including Lake Huron, inland lakes, 

rivers/streams, and many different types of recreation 

areas. Staff from the Northeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (NEMCOG) visited each recreation facility 

to do an on-site assessment in order to update the 

park’s information, accessibility rating, and photos from 

previous years.  In addition, information from state and 

local government agencies, volunteer groups, and local 

Chambers of Commerce was used to update the plan’s 

information.   

 

 

An evaluation of each park’s accessibility was 

completed during the onsite inventory. This 

assessment visually evaluated the accessibility of 

facilities and routes to facilities for persons with 

mobility constraints. Barrier-free accessibility in 

parks and recreational facilities is important for 

current and future programming as it makes these 

spaces more inclusive and easier for all to use. The 

assessment followed the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources’ scale for evaluating park 

accessibility in the 2021 Guidelines for the 

Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open 

Space, and Greenways Plans on a scale of 1 to 5.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DNR Accessibility Grading System for Parks and Recreation Facilities 

Accessibility Grade Definition 

1 None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

2 Some facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

3 Most facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5 The entire park was developed using the principles of universal design 
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Description 
The New Lighthouse Park is located 

approximately one mile north of the Old 

Presque Isle Lighthouse.  Ownership of the 

property was officially transferred from the 

Bureau of Land Management to Presque Isle 

Township during a ceremony on June 16, 1998.  

The Federal Government operates and 

maintains the lighthouse’s active navigational 

aid and its associated electronic and lighthouse 

equipment.  The New Presque Isle Lighthouse 

has been listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places since 1983 and a State 

Historical Marker was dedicated on July 6, 1991 

(Site NO. L1562). 

The lighthouse is the tallest on Lake Huron and 

is generally considered to be one of the most 

picturesque out of the surviving Great Lakes 

lighthouses.  The tower may be climbed for a 

fee when the gift shop is open.  The grounds 

contain a picnic pavilion at the tip of the scenic 

point.  The former garage has been renamed 

Garrity Hall and has been renovated to include 

heat, a kitchen, and a meeting room.  Portions 

of the property near the Presque Isle State 

Harbor have non-motorized trails.       

The New Lighthouse was built in 1870, and its 

conical tower stands 113 feet high, which 

produces a focal plane of 123 feet above the 

mean low water level of Lake Huron.  Adjoining 

the tower and connected to it by an enclosed 

walkway is the original brick and gable-roofed 

Keeper’s House.  The base is surmounted by a 

round iron watch room and a ten-sided cast 

New Presque Isle Lighthouse 
Location: 4500 East Grand Lake Road 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

99 

Special Use: 

Outdoor 

concerts, 

meeting room, 

events 

2 

Barrier-free parking is designated, and the site has seasonally 

accessible outhouses. The keeper’s houses and lighthouse tower do 

not have barrier-free accessible stairs.  Garrity Hall is fully accessible.   
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iron lantern.  The light was first turned on at the 

beginning of the 1871 navigation season and 

was automated by the Coast Guard in 1970.  

The Coast Guard removed the original lens, a 

Third-Order Fresnel manufactured by Henry 

LaPaute of Paris, in May 2003 and it is on 

display in the annex to the 1870 Keeper’s 

Cottage.  The Federal Government retains 

ownership of the lens.  In 1988, the tower was 

re-bricked and restored to its original condition.  

The 1905 house was erected as a more 

spacious residence for the keeper and his 

family, and is used as a museum that the 

Presque Isle Township Museum Society 

operates.     

In 2001, a major restoration project was 

completed to restore and preserve the Keeper’s 

House with the assistance from a CMI Grant.  

The Township matched 25% of the grant to 

fund the $246,123 grant project.  In 2003, the 

Township was awarded a Clean Michigan 

Initiative (CMI) Waterfront Redevelopment 

Grant for $91,500 to renovate the lens and 

reconstruct the lantern room.  In 2018, Presque 

Isle Township partnered with the Presque Isle 

Township Museum Society to establish the 

Presque Isle Township Lighthouses Restoration 

Fund at the Community Foundation for 

Northeast Michigan. 

In 2022, lighthouse restoration funds, 

lighthouse gift shop funds, Township recreation 

committee funds, and Township facility budget 

funds were used to replace cracked bricks and 

repair window lintels. 

 

 

Description 
The Old Lighthouse Park is located east of Presque 

Isle Harbor.  The site has been on the National 

Register of Historic Places since 1973 (Ref. NO. 

72000957), and a State Historical Marker was 

erected and formally dedicated on June 19, 1965 

(Site No. P24577).  In 1995, the site was transferred 

from the Stebbins Family to Presque Isle Township 

with assistance from the Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund Program and private donors. 

 

Old Presque Isle Lighthouse 
Location: 5295 East Grand Lake Road  

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

20.7 

Special Use: 

Weddings, 

events 

2 

There is a designated accessible parking area.  The cottage’s second 

floor and light tower are not barrier-free due to the facility’s historic 

nature.  Seasonally accessible outhouses are available. 
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The park provides trails and picnic areas.  Visitors 

may ring a bell, access the museums, and tour the 

Keeper’s Cottage.  Admission is charged to climb 

the lighthouse tower. 

 

In the 1830’s, ships engaging in coastal trade used 

Presque Isle Harbor for shelter and as a 

loading/unloading dock for cordwood used in their 

boilers and to get clean drinking water.  This 

prompted the Federal Government to appropriate 

$5,000 for a lighthouse at the harbor entrance.  

Materials were brought by boat and Jeremiah 

Moors of Detroit constructed the lighthouse with a 

conical tower of 30 feet tall, 18 feet in diameter at 

the base, and nine feet at the top.  The tower walls 

are four feet thick and blocks of stone were carved 

to form the circular stairway to the top.  Equipment 

for the lighting was furnished by John Scott, who 

certified the lighthouse and dwelling on September 

7, 1840.  Upon its completion, Henry L. Woolsey 

was appointed its first keeper, and the light was 

manned until 1871. 
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Description 
The park is located on both sides of Grand Lake Road 

consisting of a public beach, swings, and picnic pavilion.  

In 1870, Presque Isle Range Lights were constructed to 

mark the channel into Presque Isle Harbor and guide 

recreational watercraft into the harbor/marina.  The 

original forward-range light was restored and returned 

to the site in 2003 and 2004, but has not been open to 

the public.  A boardwalk and picnic pavilion were 

constructed with the aid of a grant from the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources and officially opened 

in 2015.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Range Light Park 
Location: East Grand Lake Road (North of 638 Hwy, South of Presque Isle Harbor) 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

6.7 
Regional Park: 

Public swimming 
2 

The walkway and pavilion area were constructed with universal design 

standards and meet barrier-free accessibility standards. The beach, 

playground, Range Light, and other structures do not have barrier-free 

accessibility pathways. 
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Description 
The Township Hall provides office and meeting space 

for the Township Government as well as a gym.  The 

gym is used for recreational sports, meetings, voting 

polls, and events.  The Township Hall has a complete 

kitchen that can be rented for weddings, parties, and 

other private social events.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Description 
The Township plans to develop the property into a park.  A committee is actively investigating development 

opportunites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presque Isle Township Hall 
Location: 12653 East Grand Lake Road 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

5 

Community 

Facility: 

Meetings, gym, 

events 

3 

There is a designated accessible parking area. The Township Hall 

includes barrier-free entryways, walkways, a gymnasium, and a 

meeting room.   

Presque Isle Township Park 
Location: Across from the Presque Isle Township Hall on East Grand Lake Road 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

9 Undeveloped 1 The park is in the development planning phase. 
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Description 
The site is a former landfill that remains undeveloped.   

 

 

Description 
The site is a former landfill that is planned to be developed into a park and quarry view. 

 

 

Description 
Presque Isle Township partnered with the Presque 

Isle County Road Commission to receive a 

Transportation Enhancment Grant in the amount of 

$127,193.  The grant was used to pave six foot 

shoulders on both sides of a 2.83 mile portion of 

the trail system from Whiskey Point Road to the 

Kauffman House.  Construction was completed in 

May 2004 for a total cost of $265,789.  Matching 

funds were contributed by the township, corporate 

sponsors, local organizations, citizen donors, and 

fundraisers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yakitan Road Park 
Location: Yakitan Road (approximately one mile west of the Presque Isle Township Hall) 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

10 Undeveloped 1 The park is in the development planning phase. 

Quarry Overlook 
Location: End of Dump Road in Section 4 (south of Lotus Pond off Grand Lake Road) 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

10 Undeveloped 1 The park is in the development planning phase. 

Anishinaabe Trail 
Location: Whiskey Point Road to Presque Isle Harbor along Grand Lake Road 

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

5 
Active 

Transportation 
5 The paved trail was constructed with universal design standards. 
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Description 
On April 5, 1960, Russell and Mildred Kauffman dedicated approximately 0.8 acres with the intent the land be 

developed as a Presque Isle Township park. The property remains undeveloped except for a launch site to Lake 

Esau. 

 

Other Public Recreation Facilities 
 

Description 
In December 2017, the Michigan Nature 

Association acquired the nature sanctuary along the 

shore of Lake Huron’s ‘Shipwreck Alley.’ The site 

consists of approximately 51 acres and is primarily 

composed of aspen, cedar, and balsam fir.  Red 

pine, red oak, and birch are also found at this site.  

The sanctuary was donated by Gerald Spitler, who 

desired the property remain open to the public and 

be conserved in its natural state with a trail system. 

The Lake Huron bottomlands immediately offshore, 

including those areas adjacent to the sanctuary, are 

part of the 4,300 square mile Thunder Bay National 

Marine Sanctuary, which protects one of America’s 

best preserved and nationally significant shipwreck 

collections.  The wreck of the Albany is in the bay 

offshore of the nature sanctuary.  

 

Description 
The Emily Hunt Nature Preserve is managed by 

Huron Pines.  This preserve offers opportunities for 

the public to learn about stewardship, best 

practices, and land management.  There is a small 

parking lot at the trailhead.  In March 2019, the 

Thunder Bay Audubon Society donated 428 acres 

to Huron Pines. 

 

Description 
The Presque Isle State Harbor is clean marina 

certified and provides 120 slips (45 seasonal, 75 

transient).  It is one of the last state harbors for 

fuel until Mackinaw City and includes a boat 

launch and day use dockage, restrooms, 

showers, grills, a dog run, a fishing pier, and a 

swimming beach. 

 

Kauffman Park 
Location: Kauffman Boulevard Road End  

Size 

(acres) 
Purpose/Use 

Accessibilty 

Rating 
Accessibility Notes 

0.8 Undeveloped 1 The park is in the development planning phase. 

Spitler Shore Nature Sanctuary 
Location: Kauffman Road (west of South Albany Point) 

Emily Hunt Nature Preserve 
Location:  Shubert Hwy. (two miles west of US-23) 

Presque Isle State Harbor 
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Description 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

maintains this 134-acre tract in the southeastern 

portion of Presque Isle Township along more than 

4,000 feet of Lake Huron shoreline at False Presque 

Isle Harbor.  The site is the location of the Village of 

Bell, an abandoned lumbering era village.  The Bell 

Cemetery was restored and re-dedicated in 1989.  

A stand of virgin pine on the site is maintained as a 

memorial to the lumbermen who spared the trees.  

The site also has a one-mile hiking trail to a small 

lagoon.  A large freestanding chimney, which was 

previously attached to the Kamp Kairphree lodge for 

girls and women aged 8 to 18 (1922-1927) can be 

viewed from the trail. 

 

Description 
This 4,237-acre recreation area is located in the 

southeast corner of Presque Isle Township as well 

as in Alpena Township, Alpena County.  The Besser 

Natural Area is located in Rockport State Recreation 

Area.  The park houses unique sinkholes, a deep 

water protected harbor, a 300-acre old limestone 

quarry, a boat launch, a picnic area, and an 

outhouse.   

 

 

 

It should be noted there are numerous informal lake access or road-end sites within the township that are not 

listed.  Many of these sites are maintained by the Presque Isle County Road Commission. 

 

Inland Lake Access Sites 
• Long Lake – DNR operated and the County  

• Grand Lake – DNR operated 

• Lake Esau – owned by Presque Isle Township and the County  

• Grand Lake and Long Lake Sites – Located along US-23, MDOT-owned, Road Commission 

maintained 

 

 
 
 

Besser Natural Area 

Rockport State Recreation Area 

Water Access Sites 
Sites are in addition to the major marinas and harbors 
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Lake Huron Access Sites 
• Presque Isle State Harbor 

• Rockport State Recreation Area Boat Launch 

• New & Old Presque Isle Lighthouse Park 

• Besser Bell Natural Area 

• Thompson’s Harbor State Park 

• Bell River Access 

• Presque Isle Township Range Light Park 

 

Description 
Designated in 2000, Thunder Bay National Marine 

Sanctuary is one of 15 sites and two marine national 

monuments managed by NOAA’s Office of National 

Marine Sanctuaries as well as one of two in the 

Great Lakes to protect one of the best preserved 

and nationally significant shipwreck collections.  

The 4,300 square mile site is headquartered in 

Alpena, Michigan and is one of the most 

treacherous stretches of water within the Great 

Lakes System due to its unpredictable weather, 

murky fog banks, sudden gales, and rocky shoals.  

The site has been named ‘Shipwreck Alley,” and 

nearly 100 shipwrecks have been found in the 

sanctuary.  NOAA and the State of Michigan co-

manage the sanctuary and work with various 

partners to encourage sustainable tourism and 

foster greater awareness of the Great Lakes and 

their rich maritime heritage.  The sanctuary’s Great 

Lakes Maritime Heritage Center has become a 

major tourism destination in the region with more 

than 10,000 square feet of interactive exhibits and 

its ability to host events and programs (e.g. 

Thunder Bay International Film Festival and 

Maritime Festival). 

 

On September 5, 2014, NOAA released a final rule 

and environmental impact statement expanding the 

boundaries of Thunder Bay National Marine 

Sanctuary from 448 square miles to 4,300 square 

miles to include the waters of Lake Huron adjacent 

to Michigan’s Alcona, Alpena, and Presque Isle 

Counties and to the Canadian border (Figure 3-1).  

Divers and non-divers both enjoy the shipwrecks 

through chartered diving, glass-bottom boat tours, 

snorkeling, fishing tours, stand-up paddleboarding, 

and kayak and canoe rentals.   
 

Description 
The District Library has locations in Rogers City, Onaway, Posen, Presque Isle Township, and Millersburg. 
 

Description 
The US 23 Heritage Route extends 200 miles from Standish to Mackinaw City.  Each county along the route has 

an active Heritage Route Team and participates in an overseeing Management Council, which works toward 

implementing projects in the US 23 Heritage Route Management Plan.  The Presque Isle County Heritage Route 

Team consists of volunteers interested in tourism and history.   

 

 

 

Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Presque Isle District Library 

US 23 Heritage Route  
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Figure 3-1 Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary Atlas Map 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://thunderbay.noaa.gov/images/tbnms_expan_map1.jpg 
 

Description 
The Huron Shores Coastal Water Trail is comprised 

of 200 miles of scenic views along Lake Huron from 

Standish to Mackinaw City.  Key trail destinations in 

Presque Isle Township include Presque Isle Harbor, 

Old & New Presque Isle Lighthouses, Range Light 

Park, and various shipwrecks. 

Description 
The Sunrise Coast Birding Trail is a designated bird watching trail with several parks and viewpoints along the 

coast of Lake Huron.   

 

 

Private and Semi-Private Recreation Facilities 
 

Description 
The Presque Isle Harbor Association is a private 

membership Home Owners Association that 

includes a clubhouse with a pool, game room, gym 

& exercise room, North Bay beach/beach house, 

Grand Lake common area with boat launch, 

swimming beach, picnic area, playground, boat 

rentals, a 60-site modern campground, Lake Esau 

Park, Burnham’s Landing Park, and nature trails.
 

Huron Blueways 

Sunrise Coast Birding Trail 

Presque Isle Harbor Association 

https://nmsthunderbay.blob.core.windows.net/thunderbay-prod/media/archive/images/tbnms_expan_map1.jpg
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Description 
The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a private 

membership organization, which promotes 

activities, tourism, and comradeship among 

boaters.  The yacht club donated complimentary 

bikes for use by visiting boat owners, which are 

tended by the Portage Store & Deli. 

 

Description 
The Presque Isle Lodge is a privately-owned bed 

and breakfast lodge that hosts special events 

between Lake Esau and Grand Lake in Presque 

Isle Township.  It is listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places.

 

Description 
The park is maintained by the Grand Lake 

Association and offers a tennis court, basketball 

court, volleyball court, and playground equipment.  

The historic Kauffman House is used as a gift shop. 

 

Description 
Camp Chickagami is a 100-acre private recreational 

group camp on the north end of Lake Esau.  The 

camp is owned by the Episcopal Church Diocese of 

Eastern Michigan, and contains Fletcher Hall (meals 

and indoor recreation), St. Andrew’s Chapel, a 

beach, fields, trails, campfire sites, three lodges, 

and cabins and dorm units. 

 

Description 
Located on four acres, the Parker House offers rental cabins, a dock on Long Lake, a restaurant, and an ice 

cream shop. 

 

Description 
The Fireside Inn is a historical site that offers rental 

cabins on Grand Lake.  It has a restaurant, tennis 

courts, volleyball, ping-pong, horseshoes, 

shuffleboard, a playground, canoeing, kayaking, 

walking trails, and a 9-hole disc golf course.  

 

Presque Isle Yacht Club 

Presque Isle Lodge 

Grand Lake Association Park 

Camp Chickagami 

Parker House 

Fireside Inn 
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Description 
The Grand Lake Hotel offers cabins and cottages 

for rent, a tennis/pickleball court, a firepit, a 

sundeck, and a dock.  Boats are not supplied, but 

rental companies can be found in the area. 

 

 

Festivals & Events 
 

February 

• Grand Lake Sportsmen’s Club Ice Fishing Contest 

• Reel Fun Fishing Tournament 

May 

• Memorial Weekend 5k Run 

• Memorial Day Breakfast 

June 

• Wooden Boat Show – Presque Isle State Harbor 

• Long Lake Lights Festival 

• Pie and Game Night 

• Fireside 500 Boat Race 

July 

• Grand Lake Sportsmen’s Club Fishing Contest 

• Concerts at the New Lighthouse – Every Wednesday 

• Presque Isle Township 4th of July Picnic – New Lighthouse  

• Presque Isle FUN Raisers Fireworks Display 

• GLA Ice Cream Social  

• Grand Lake Sailing Regatta  

August 

• Meteors and S’mores –Rockport State Recreation Area 

• Poker Run 

• Grand Lake Sailing Regatta  

• Grand Lake Association -  Arts & Crafts Show 

October 

• Lake Huron Discover Tour – US 23 Heritage Route 

• Autumn Lights Festival – second week of October 

• Pumpkin Stroll  

December 

• Community Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Lake Hotel 
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Planning Process 
The development of a community recreation plan 

must involve interaction and input from citizens 

and community groups. The Parks and Recreation 

Committee was the lead entity in developing the 

recreation plan. The Parks and Recreation 

Committee, Planning Commission, and Township 

Board of Trustees meetings were open to the 

public with time allocated for comments.  A 

timeline for the recreation plan update can be 

found below. 
 

Schedule 

August 2022 Presque Isle Township contracts with the Northeast Michigan Council of Governments 

(NEMCOG) to assist with updating the township’s master plan and discusses future 

updates to the Presque Isle Township Recreation Plan. 

 

September 2022 NEMCOG Staff drafts the public survey for the master plan update.  

 

November 2022 NEMCOG Staff added recreation-related questions to the survey per Presque Isle 

Township’s request.  Presque Isle Township includes flyers about the public survey in 

the winter tax bill mailings. 

 

December 2022 The public survey is made available to the public, and is advertised and posted on 

Facebook & Instagram pages, including Presque Isle Township Parks & Recreation, Pure 

Presque Isle, and Presque Isle Happenings.  Presque Isle Township contracts with 

NEMCOG to assist with updating the township’s recreation plan. 

 

January 2023 NEMCOG Staff closes the public survey.  

 

September 2023 The Parks and Recreation Committee and NEMCOG Staff review draft recreation plan 

chapters and discuss facility needs.  

 

October 2023 The Parks and Recreation Committee and Planning Commission review and update the 

recreation plan’s goals, objectives, and action plan. 

 

November 2023 

 

A public notice about the plan’s availability for a 30-day public review and public hearing 

was published in the Presque Isle County Advance and was posted on social media and 

at the Township Hall.   

 

The draft plan was posted for a 30-day public review period on NEMCOG’s and Presque 

Isle Township’s websites, and hardcopies were available at the Township Hall, the 

Presque Isle Harbor Association Clubhouse, and the library.   

 

December 2023 The public hearing was held during a joint meeting between the Parks and Recreation 

Committee and the Planning Commission.  Public comments were received in regards 

to updates to the recreation inventory, action items, and the community description.  

The Parks and Recreation Committee responded to the comments.  The Planning 

Commission passed a resolution to adopt the plan with amendments, and to 

recommend the Township Board adopt the amended plan.  The Township Board passed 

a resolution to adopt the recreation plan. 
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Public Input 
Citizen opinion on recreation priorities is vital to 

the development of a recreation plan.  An online 

survey was offered to citizens to gain input for the 

development of a new master plan, which 

included several questions about recreational 

facilities and services in the township.  The survey 

was open for approximately three months and had 

422 people who participated, although not every 

person completed all the survey questions.  The 

survey results can be viewed in Appendix A-1 or 

by contacting the Planning Commission.  The 

Parks and Recreation Committee felt the 

community was well-represented throughout the 

process.

 

Planning Documentation 
Documentation for the planning process can be found below: 

 

 

Public Input Survey Outreach 
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Notice of Draft Plan’s Availability for a 30-day Review Period & Public Hearing Notice 
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Signed Public Hearing & Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
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Planning Commission Adoption Resolution 
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Signed Township Board Meeting Minutes 
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Township Board Adoption Resolution 
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Presque Isle County Submittal Letter 
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Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG) Submittal Letter 
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Goals & Objectives 
After reviewing input from the community and the 

township’s demographic characteristics, the Parks 

and Recreation Committee developed the following 

goals, objectives, and action items to provide 

guidance in the development of recreational 

projects and programs within Presque Isle 

Township. 

 

 
 

Focus 

Area 
Goals & Objectives 

Priority 

Level 

Responsible 

Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning 

Goal 1: Maintain an active Parks and Recreation Committee. 

1. Annually review the Capital Improvement Plan to assure 

equipment, maintenance, and improvements exceeding 

$5,000 are identified in the plan. 

High 
TB, RC, PC, 

Staff 

2. Cooperatively work with state, county, nonprofit, and 

other agencies in planning for parks and recreation 

opportunities. 

High RC, PC, TB 

3. Maintain an active Parks & Recreation Plan with the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  
Medium RC, PC, TB 

4. Identify methods to gather citizen input for parks and 

recreation-related decision-making.  
Medium RC, PC, TB 

5. Develop plans for recreational facilities and trails on 

unutilized/underutilized township-owned property. 
Medium 

RC, PC, TB, 

Staff 

Goal 2: Develop stable funding sources, and practice sound fiscal management of parks and 

recreation facilities. 

1. Leverage funding sources for capital improvements, 

operations, and maintenance (e.g. local sources, state and 

federal programs, local businesses, etc.). 

High 
RC, PC, TB, 

Staff 

2. Coordinate recreation-related development with state, 

county, and other agencies for acquisition, disposal, lease 

agreement, donation, and exchange of publicly-owned 

lands in the Township. 

Medium RC, PC, TB 

Goal 3: Promote the township’s parks and recreation facilities. 

1. Develop and promote year-round recreation programs.  Medium RC, Staff 

2. Promote the Township’s winter recreation and surface 

water facilities and activities.  
Medium RC, Staff 

 

Goals & Objectives Key 

Responsible Parties 

PC Planning Commission 

RC Parks & Recreation Committee 

Staff Facilities Manager 

TB Township Board 
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Action Plan 

The Action Plan provides proposed improvements to 

each site with anticipated cost estimates, funding 

sources, completion years, and priorities.  It should be 

noted that these anticipated items may change due to 

unforeseen circumstances, such as changes in market 

conditions, unavailable funding, changes in priorities, 

etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus  
Area 

Goals & Objectives 
Priority 
Level 

Responsible 
Party 

 
 
 

 
 

Maintenance 

& Future 

Improvements 

Goal 1: Maintain and improve township recreation facilities. 

1. Ensure crucial maintenance tasks take place at 

the New Lighthouse, Old Lighthouse, and Range 

Light.  

High 
RC, PC, TB, 

Staff 

2. Annually identify facility maintenance and 

equipment upgrades and improvements.  
Medium 

RC, PC, TB, 

Staff 

3. Improve ADA accessibility at all parks. Medium RC, PC, TB 

Goal 2: Expand parks and recreation facilities to meet the needs of all segments of 

the population and year-round conditions. 

1. Implement plans for undeveloped park facilities. High 
RC, PC, TB, 

Staff 

2. Improve lake and river access sites to provide a 

variety of recreational opportunities. 
Medium RC, PC, TB 

Goal 3: Improve access to and accessibility within recreational facilities. 

1. Expand the Anishinaabee Trail. Medium RC, PC, TB 

2. Identify areas to accommodate a multi-modal 

countywide path. 
Medium RC, PC, TB 

3. Expand and maintain hiking, biking, and 

snowmobile trails and signage. 
Medium RC, TB, Staff 

Goal 4: Protect natural and cultural features (e.g. karst topography, forests, natural 

drainage ways, historical structures, etc.). 

1. Work with state, county, nonprofit, and other 

agencies to continue to protect and preserve 

publicly-owned land. 

High RC, PC, TB 

2. Identify and encourage the preservation of 

historical and cultural sites (e.g. the Old and New 

Lighthouse, Range Light, Kauffman House, 

Besser Bell Natural Area, Presque Isle Lodge, 

Fireside Inn, etc.).  

Medium RC, PC, TB 

3. Develop and utilize recreational sites in a manner 

that results in a greater appreciation of the 

Township’s natural resources. 

Medium RC, TB 
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New Lighthouse 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

High Improved playground equipment ~$20,000 MDNR, TWP 
2024-

2026 

High Parking lot improvements ~$8,000 MDNR, TWP 2025 

High Improved restrooms & septic ~$12,000 EGLE, MDNR, TWP 2025 

High Improvement of the Swath area ~$2,000 EGLE 
2024-

2026 

Medium 
Install universally accessible digital technology 

to educate and enhance visitor’s experience 
~$6,000 

MDNR, TWP, 

SHPO, D/P 

2024-

2026 

Low Construct a replica of the historic garage ~$18,000 
SHPO, MDNR, 

LRF, TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

Low Construct a replica of a privy ~$6,000 
SHPO, MDNR, 

LRF, TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

Low Construct a replica of an oil house ~$8,000 
SHPO, MDNR, 

LRF, TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

Low Construct a replica of a cistern ~$4,000 
SHPO, MDNR, 

LRF, TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

Low Develop an amphitheater ~$80,000 MDNR, TWP, D/P 
2024-

2028 

Low Install a story walk ~$2,500 
MDNR, SHPO, 

TWP, D/P 

2026-

2028 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Plan Key 

Funding Source 

D/P Non-Profit Organizations, Private Contributions, Donations, or Partnerships 

EGLE 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (e.g. Clean Michigan 

Initiative and Coastal Management Fund Grants) 

LRF Lighthouse Restoration Fund 

MDNR 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (e.g. Recreation Passport Grant, Natural 

Resources Trust Fund, Land & Water Conservation Fund) 

MDOT Michigan Department of Transportation (e.g. Transportation Alternatives Program) 

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 

TWP Township General Fund 
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Range Light Park 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

High Install a beach volleyball court TBD TWP, D/P 2024 

High Install playground equipment ~$20,000 MDNR, TWP 
2024-

2026 

Medium Install an ADA paddlesport launch ~$15,000 
EGLE, MDNR, 

TWP, D/P 

2025-

2027 

 

 

Presque Isle Township Park 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

High 
Develop, construct, and grade parking lots and 

walking paths 
~$18,000 MDNR, TWP, D/P 

2025-

2028 

Low 
Develop and construct pickleball courts, a 

playground and a dog park 
TBD MDNR, TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

 

 

Yakitan Road Park & Quarry Overlook 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

High 
Work with EGLE to ensure the sites are free of 

potential contaminants 
TBD EGLE, TWP 

2024-

2026 

Medium 
Work with the MDNR to construct a shooting 

range. 
TBD MDNR, TWP 

2024-

2028 

Low 

Analyze the available recreational opportunities 

in the township and gather public input to 

determine the best recreational opportunities for 

the sites 

TBD TWP, D/P 
2024-

2028 

Low Develop plans for the best utilization of the sites TBD TWP, D/P 
2024-

2028 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Lighthouse 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

High Install a story walk ~$2,500 
MDNR, SHPO, 

TWP, D/P 

2024-

2026 

High Improve and/or add additional vault toilets ~$10,000 EGLE, MDNR, TWP 2025 

Low Construct a maintenance garage ~$25,000 MDNR, TWP 
2024-

2028 
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Kauffman Park 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

Medium 

Analyze the available recreational opportunities 

in the township and gather public input to 

determine the best recreational opportunities for 

the sites 

TBD TWP 
2024-

2026 

Low Develop a plan for the best utilization of the site TBD TWP, D/P, MDNR 
2026-

2028 

 

 

Trail Improvements 

Priority Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source(s) Year 

Low Expand the Anishinaabee Trail. TBD 
MDOT, MDNR, 

TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

Low 
Identify locations for and install ADA paddlesport 

launches 
~$15,000 

EGLE, MDNR, 

TWP, D/P 

2024-

2028 

Low Improve signage along township-owned trails. TBD TWP, D/P 
2024-

2028 

 

 

Basis for Action 

1.  Presque Isle Township has a significantly older population with individuals aged 65 years and older 

comprising about 37.3% of the population compared to the State of Michigan at 24.2%.  The majority of 

migration into the township is from persons aged 60 years and older. Therefore, this large population has 

the time and desire to participate in age appropriate recreational activities and should be given consideration 

during the planning process.  In addition, approximately 31.7% of the township’s population is under the 

age of 45 and have very little access to age appropriate recreational activities and programs due to the 

township’s rural nature. 

2.  Natural beauty and history are found throughout Presque Isle Township, and it is important to consider 

how people will get to the park & recreation site, if they are able to move freely within the site, and if they 

are able to pay required fees. 

3.  The township has about 46.2% of its homes classified as vacant or seasonal and should plan for seasonal 

recreational opportunities accordingly. 

 

 

 

Figures obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2017-2021 5-year estimates. 
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Relevant survey results were obtained from the Presque Isle Township Master Plan Survey 
2022.  Full survey results can be obtained from the Planning Commission. 
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The post completion self-certification reports for the three grants received from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources can be found here.  
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Old Presque Isle Lighthouse, 1993, Grant # TF93-018 
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Old Presque Isle Lighthouse Park, 1996, Grant # TF96-029 
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Range Light Park Development, 2012, Grant # 26-01723 
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