
Krakow Township 

2014 Master Plan 8-1 

CHAPTER 8 – ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 

 
 
Plan Coordination and Review  
 
As required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008 (P.A. 33 of 2008 as amended), 
notification of intent to develop the Krakow Township Master Plan was sent on August 22, 2012, 
to all adjacent communities and other relevant entities to request cooperation and comment. A 
copy of the notice letter, affidavit of mailing and entities notified can be found at the end of this 
chapter.  
  
After the draft plan was completed by the Krakow Township Planning Commission with the 
assistance of NEMCOG, the draft was transmitted to the Krakow Township Board of Trustees 
for approval (11/12/2013) to distribute the plan for review and comment. The draft plan was 
transmitted on November 14, 2013 to entities notified at the initiation of the plan development. 
After the required comment period, a public hearing notice and notice of plan adoption of the 
final plan was transmitted to all required entities. A copy of all relevant information can be found 
at the end of this chapter.  
 
Public Hearing 
 
A public hearing on the proposed Master Plan for Krakow Township, as required by the 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008 (P.A. 33 of 2008 as amended) was held on February 
20, 2014. Section 43 of the Act requires that a 15 day notice of the public hearing be given in a 
publication of general circulation in the municipality. A notice of the public hearings was 
published in the Alpena News. Copies of the public hearing notice are reproduced at the end of 
this chapter. The purpose of the public hearing was to present the proposed Master Plan and to 
accept comments from the public.   
 
Plan Adoption 
 
The Krakow Township Planning Commission formally adopted the Master Plan on February 20, 
2014. The Krakow Township Board of Trustees passed a Resolution of Concurrence of the 
Master Plan on March 11, 2014. After the plan was officially adopted, copies were sent to all 
entities as per the Michigan Planning Enabling Act.  
 
Plan Implementation 
 
The Master Plan was developed to provide a vision of the community’s future. It will serve as a 
tool for decision making on future development proposals. The plan will also act as a guide for 
future public investment and service decisions, such as the local budget, grant applications, 
road maintenance and development, future capital improvements, community group activities, 
tax incentive decisions, and administration of services. 
 
On an annual basis, the Krakow Township Planning Commission will review the goals and 
objectives of the Master Plan and identify and prioritize three to four working objectives per 
year. These identified priority items will be the focus of the Planning Commission’s activity 
throughout that particular year. This will allow the Planning Commission to work on a proactive 
basis in order to better accomplish the goals identified in the Master Plan.  
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The Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008 (P.A. 33 of 2008 as amended) recommends that 
all master plans be reviewed and updated, as necessary, every five years. The Krakow 
Township Planning Commission will review the Master Plan on a five-year schedule and 
develop updates as necessary. 
 
Grants and Capital Improvement Plan 
 
The Master Plan can also be used as a guide for future public investment and service decisions, 
such as the local budget, grant applications and administration of utilities and services. Many 
communities prioritize and budget for capital improvement projects, (such as infrastructure 
improvements, park improvements, etc.). A Capital Improvements Program (CIP) typically looks 
six years into the future to establish a schedule for all anticipated capital improvement projects 
in the community. A CIP includes cost estimates and sources for financing for each project. It 
can therefore serve as both a budgetary and policy document to aid in the implementation of a 
community's master plan.   
 
Recreation Plan  
 
The Townships must have a current DNR approved Community Recreation Plan to be eligible 
for recreation grant funding. Background information presented in this Master Plan update 
would serve as part of a township recreation plan.  Additional work would include developing 
information on existing recreational facilities within the Township and the region, recreation 
goals and an action program for existing and proposed facilities.  The DNR approved 
Recreation Plan would cover a five year planning period. Grant funds would be pursued for 
recreation projects identified in the Master Plan and Community Recreation Plan. Project may 
include improvements to the ball fields, expansion of indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, 
bike and hiking trails, and public access onto the lakes and streams.  
 
Zoning Plan 
 
The Master Plan serves as the foundation upon which the Krakow Township Zoning Ordinance 
is based. Section 33 of P.A. 33 of 2008, as amended, requires the Master Plan to contain a 
Zoning Plan – an explanation of how the land use categories on the future land use map relate 
to the districts on the zoning map. The zoning ordinance is the primary tool for implementing the 
Krakow Township Master Plan. This plan recommends the Township zoning ordinance be 
reviewed to ensure the ordinances are consistent with the goals and the future land use plan. At 
that same time the zoning ordinance should be reviewed to assure it conforms to current State 
of Michigan regulations.  
 
Current zoning standards and allowable uses in each district will be reviewed and evaluated to 
determine if changes are needed in order to facilitate the orderly development of Krakow 
Township while maintaining its existing rural character and providing for innovative approaches 
for new development and re-development. Regulations will be reviewed to ensure that they are 
consistent with the existing character of the Township and do not create an abundance of 
nonconforming structures. Regulations will be considered which allow a mixed use within 
neighborhoods to encourage the development of shops and recreational opportunities. Allowing 
this range of uses and densities contributes to the sustainability of a community in a changing 
economy. Chapter 6 addresses many general and specific goals and objectives that will be 
achieved through zoning updates.  
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Amendments to zoning ordinances’ general provisions section should consider, but not be 
limited to: waterfront greenbelts, private roads and driveways, landscaping and screening, 
stormwater management, access management, home-based businesses, groundwater 
protection, and outdoor lighting. The Township should consider amending site plan review, uses 
subject to special approval (conditional uses), supplemental site development standards, 
administration and enforcement and zoning board of appeals. Amendments to supplemental site 
development standards provisions should consider, but not be limited to: Planned Unit 
Development, open space developments, sexually orientated businesses, telecommunications 
towers, nursing homes-assisted care facilities, and storage facilities.  
 
 
 











                                 KRAKOW TOWNSHIP                PLANNING COMMISSION               October 24, 2013 meeting            Meeting called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chairperson, Carolyn Barrett.  Members in attendance: Carolyn Barrett, Sally Mulka, Janet Jaynes, Al Grundy & Roger Witherbee  Zoning Administrator – Matt Bedford Township Supervisor – Mike Grohowski  
Guests: Rick Deuell,   
Secretary/Treasurer Report: Minutes of August 29, 2013 meeting were approved as presented. Petty Cash Fund: Balance as of October 24, 2013 - $50.00  
Chairperson: Carolyn informed the Commission that an individual was interested in opening a day care center.  That person was not present to make her request.  A discussion took place on when final payment should be made to NEMCOG for work completed on the Master Plan. It was recommended that half be paid at this point in time and the remaining upon completion of contract.  Carolyn asked Matt and Roger if they would be interested in attending the Advanced Shoreline Zoning workshop.  Both indicated an interest in attending.  
Unfinished Business: Rick Deuell from NEMCOG lead a discussion reviewing the Master Plan. The focus was on chapter 7 as well as signs & billboards – Article 26, light industrial location, and Forest Recreation zoning.  It was moved by Janet and seconded by Sally to transmit a copy of the Master Plan to the township board requesting their approval.  Motion passed.  Carolyn will notify Township Board member and copies will be sent by email  when she receives the draft from NEMCOG, hopefully in advance of their upcoming meeting.    



New Business: Zoning Administrator Matt Bedford informed the commission to expect a request for a Special Use Permit for a Child Care facility.  He has also been approached about a problem of swimmers itch, which is caused by feeding ducks and geese. Asked the commission to consider a possible zoning ordinance.  There have been a number of first time complaints on this issue.  Recommended that a request be made to the Road Commission to return the US 23 public access to Grand Lake be returned back to its natural state, using the Green Belt concept.  The commission should expect a request for rezoning in Section 24 (Grand Lake) from Forest Recreation to R I.  
Next meeting: The next meeting date was set for February 20,2014 at 7:00pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  3:30p.m.  Respectfully submitted,   Secretary, Roger Witherbee 















 

Per Section 125.3843 of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008
 

Public Hearing Notice  
Krakow Township Master Plan 

The Krakow Township Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing on 

the draft Master Plan at 7:00 p.m. on 
February 20, 2014, at the Krakow 

Township Hall located at 12022 Bolton 
Road, Posen, MI. The draft Master Plan 

can be viewed on Krakow Township’s Web 
Site, http://www.krakowtownship.org. 

  
For additional information contact: 

Carolyn Barrett, Chair, Planning Commission 989-595-3826 
Roger Witherbee, Secretary Planning Commission, 989-595-3919 





                             KRAKOW TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING February 20, 2014      Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson, Carolyn Barrett.  Members in attendance: Carolyn Barrett, Sally Mulka, & Roger Witherbee Members Absent: Al Grundy, Janet Jaynes  Zoning Administrator – Matt Bedford Township Supervisor – Mike Grohowski  
Guests: Fred Barrett   
Recess of the regular Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Open PUBLIC HEARING  for the Krakow Township Master Plan.  Matt Bedford asked if a correction had been made in the map, figure 7-1 from R1 to R2, no. 36.  That correction will be made.  No further discussion took place. The Public Hearing was closed and the regular Planning Commission meeting was re-opened.  
Secretary/Treasurer Report: Minutes of October 24, 2013 meeting were approved as presented. Petty Cash Fund: Balance as of February 20, 2014 - $50.00  
Chairperson: Officers were nominated and elected for the coming year.  Chairperson – Carolyn Barrett.   Moved by Mulka / Witherbee  - Passed  Vice-Chairperson – Al Grundy.  Moved by Witherbee / Mulka – Passed  Secretary/Treasurer – Roger Witherbee. Moved by Barrett / Mulka – Passed   Budget: Wages for officers was addressed.  It was agreed that there should be  no change in wages for the coming year.   
Unfinished Business: 
 After a brief discussion a Motion by Mulka / Witherbee to transmit adopted Master Plan to Township Board and request a resolution of concurrence (after the public hearing and the planning commission has adopted the master plan).  



Motion passed: Yes 3, No 0   A second Motion was made by Mulka / Witherbee: The Krakow Township Planning Commission, in accordance with Michigan Planning Enabling Act (P.A. 33 of 2008, as 
amended), transmits the adopted Krakow Township Master Plan to the Township Board for their consideration.  Motion passed:  Yes 3, No 0  
Public Comments: 
 Matt informed the board that Presque Isle Township Planning Commission was interested in meeting with Krakow Township Planning Commission.  Carolyn said she had not heard anything about that, however we have discussed this issue of a joint meeting in the past.  Rich Deuell from NEMCOG is interested in having the Krakow, Presque Isle, and Alpena planning Commissions meet if interested to discuss points of interest.  The joint meeting topic will be on the next meeting agenda.  A brief discussion followed on water pollution from lawn fertilizers, feeding ducks and run off.   
Next meeting: The next meeting date was set for March 27, 2014  at 7:00pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  7:50 p.m.  Respectfully submitted,   Secretary, Roger Witherbee 






