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___NEMCSA

Northeast Michigan Community Service Agency., I

2373 Gordon Road
Alpena, Michigan 49707 e (517) 356-3474

- March 22. 1991
- Northeast Michigan Council of Governments
— 123 W. Main/Suite 332

P.0. Box 457

0ld Kent Bank Bldg.
Gaylord, MI 19733

Gentlemen:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the 1991 Areawide Recreation Plan for

Alcona County. The plan, which covers the period tfrom January of 1991 through
. December of 1996, includes plans for recreation within the County as a wheole as
well as sections specific to recreation planning for Alcona Township and Curtis

Township.
If you have any questions, concerns or comments please feel free to contact

'” Northeast Michigan Community Service Agency, Inc., 2372 Gordon Road, Alpena,
49707, which served as the technical assistant to the project.

3 Michigan,
— 3 ] \r
| SlnceEE}ﬁJ_:;}ﬂ;

o .,”C:;égﬁr’“ .
Carol Shafto
= Community Development Director

“a community action agency”
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Anne @. Moore

AICONA COUNTY CLERK

HARRISVILLE, MICHIGAN TELEPHONE:
AREA CODE 517

FRANCES I. LABAZA, Deputy Clark 48740 724.6807

7245374
March 20, 1991

Carol Shafto, Community Development Director
NEMCSA '

2373 Gordon Road
Alpena, Michigan 49707
Dear Carol:

The following motion was passed by the Alcona County
Board of Commissioners. at the March 20, 1991 meeting.

Moved by Commissioner Brummund seconded by Kenmeth

" Bundy to unanimously accept the Recreation Master

Plan as presented.

Motion Carried

Sincerely,

Upne . M,@

ANNE C. MOORE
Alcona County Clerk

ii
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ALCONA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

ALCONA COUNTY BUILDING — HARRISVILLE, MICHIGAN 48740

Jan.28-91

The regular meeting ofthe Alcona County Parks and Recreation Commission
was held on the above date at the County Courthouse with Co-Chairperson
Butch Woods calling the meeting to order at 7;30 pn.

Present;Dorr,Woods,Brandon,Sortor,Johnson,Lee,McNiel,Gates,Nahgahgwon

Absent,Grzeskowiak,Bowman

Johnson/Brandon approve Nov,26-90 minutes

. ot PiLwb ,
Dorr/Woods approval of pagment as presented to include $25.00 for plowing

M-65 trail head.
Dprr/Sortor approval of County Expenditure sheet as presented with Brandor

to follow up on errors.

Lee stated that 9 new groomers would be routed to various areas in the
state and that we did not qualtify at this time. New trail naps were
presented and recieved with enthusiasm.

Sortor to follow up plowing of N,Lake trail head and Bamfield road crossiro
signs,Dorr to order smowmobile direction signs,

Gates states the trail check by Forest Service and DNR is satisfactory
with some 4-wheel use.Follow up on new Barton City trail hook up for 81-92

grant.

Woods is to submit a map showing showing new trail proposal to Forest
Service for consideration.

Johson indicated meed for street directional signs with Dorr to order and
follow up.

Brandon presented sheet showing used groomers for sale, discussion.

Dorr/Branden approval of Alcona County 5 year Recreational Master Plan
as prepared and presented by Sally Linsey and Carole Shapie of Northeast
Michigan Community Service Agency of Alpena with edited changes.

Unanimous vote to re—elect the same officers for 1991 with Butch Woods
as Co-chairperson.Brandon/Dorr motion.

Sortor/Woods to adjourn at 9;30pm.

Next meeting,note change to Feb. 18-91,the 3rd Monday instead of the 4th

Chuck Dorf
Sec.
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

Regional Locaticn

Alcona County is located in the northeastern part of the lower peninsula of
Michigan and includes 679 square miles, or approximately 434,560 acres. Locat-
ed on the west shore of Lake Huron, Alcona County is bordered by Alpena County
on the north, Oscoda County on the west, Iosco County on the south, and the
Great Lake on the east. The area is twenty-four miles from north to south and
thirty miles from east to west. The following townships are located within the
planning area: Alcona, Caledonia, Curtis, Greenbush, Gustin, Harrisville,
Hawes, Hawvnes, Mikado, Millens and Mitchell. There are two incorporated places:
the City of Harrisville in Harrisville Township and the Village of Lincoln in
Gustin and Hawes Townships. Several unincorporated settlements exist within
the County but they are considered in relationship to the townships within
which thev are located. They include Curran in Mitchell Township; Glennie and
Curtisville in Curtis Township; Greenbush in Greenbush Township; Hubbard Lake
and Spruce in Caledonia Township; Mikado in Mikado Township, Black River in
Alcona Township, and Barton City in Millen Township.
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Climate

According to a climatological summary provided by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, the climate of Alcona County is relatively mild.
January temperatures average 20.7 degrees {F) and July temperatures average
66.9 degrees (F) (Harrisville Station). The minimum of record is. minus 28
degrees and the maximum of record is 107 degrees. According to the Huron Pines
Resource Conservation and Development Project, the length of the growing season
varies to a large desgree within the County. The growing season in the north-
western tip of the county is as short as 90 days, while the area along the
shoreline may have a growing season of 140 or more days. The largest part of
the County falls within an area with a growing period from 110 to 130 days.
This compares to 150 days for Alpena County and 97 days for Oscoda County. The
average annual precipitation is 27.94 inches and the annual snowfall is 61.2
inches. Cool, comfortable breezes often occur from the northwest and southwest

from Lake Huromn.

Rivers and Streams

19}

There are approximately 60 streams in Alcona County providing
generally good trout fishing. Most notable is 13 miles of the
AuSable River in Curtis Township in the southwest section of the
County. The Alcona Dam Pond provides the terminus of a stretch
of the famous AuSable River designated as part of the "Wild
HaTioNAL Rivers"” program. (The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act purposes to

" WILD AHD SCENIC:

RIVER SYSTEM? preserve "certain selected rivers which, with their immediate
environment, possess outstandingly remarkable geologic, fish and
wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values . . . in a
free flowing condition . . . for the benefit and enjovment of
present and future generations"). The 23 mile segment of the
main stream of the AuSable River which is located in Oscoda and
Alcona Counties and begins one mile below Mio Pond and ends just
below the Forest Service Rood (4001) bridge, was designated a
National Scenic River on October 4, 1984. Among the projects
included in the Management Plan for the AuSable are improvements
to the McKinley and 1001 Bridge access sites, various erosion
abatement projects along the shoreline, designation of camping
sites and the installation of rest stop facilities, closure of
roads not needed for the administration of the river, construc-
tion of fish habitat improvements in tributaries, and the instal-
lation of informational signing.

AuSable
AIVER




Inventory of Streams in Alcona County

These are the longer and larger streams in the County. There are another 52
streams, totaling another 195 miles. Many of these have excellent trout

fishing.

Name of Water

AuSable River

South Branch Pine River

VanEttan Creek

McGillis Creek

West Branch Pine River

Backus Creek

East Branch Pine River

Little Wolf Creek

Black River

McGinn Creek

Description of Water

Canoeing and fishing, shoreline mostly. Huron
National Forest and Consumers Power Company proper-
ty; river famous for its natural and scenic beauty
and excellent trout fishing. Impoundment of the
AuSable by Consumers creates Alcona Dam Pond (also
known as Bamfield Pond).

Fishing; flows almost entirely through National
Forest property; undisturbed stream of trout;
flowing through heavily wooded area.

Livestock; water; some fishing near headwater; runs
mostly through private property; spring fed stream;
pellution from sediment and livestock; stream
warmed by lack of cover along banks.

Fishing; flows through both private and National
Forest property; spring fed stream of trout quali-
ty.

Trout fishing; flows mostly through National Forest
property; spring fed stream of trout quality;
several beaver dams on streamn.

Trout fishing:; flows through both private and
National Forest property; trout quality stream with
stable flow.

Trout fishing; flows through clubs and farmlands;
spring fed stream; receives some pollution from
livestock; warmed in some areas due to lack of bank
cover.

Trout fishing; flows entirely through private
hunting club property; spring fed stream of trout
quality; natural and undisturbed.

Cold, stable flow; trout guality fishing; flows
mostly through private property.

Trout fishing; flows entirely through private club
property; cold, spring fed stream; little disturb—
ance,
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Some lakes have been carefully surveyed by civil engineer
platting of lots or for lake level determinatlon reports. The
aereages have been accepted as belng most accurate,

MAX|MUM DEPTH
The maximon, depih ol many lakes has been lnvestlpnted, T
figures have been llsated but must be cunsidered subjeet tu gk
when more detailed suyveys have been completed or when the la

level fluctuates.

INLET AND OUTLET

These terms reler to any channels, palural or cultural, g
manent or intermlittent, that permit the [low of water into or
of the lake basin,

SHORETYPE
Except for these lakes that have been surveyed, the soure
shore-type information consists of avallable soil survey maps

FISH SPECGIES
The limnclogicnl aspe¢ts of lakes are extramely complex 2
subject Lu censiderable change due to managcment practices, n
urnl changes or pollution. ©Qnly three groupa have been indic
trout, pike, and panfish. These desiygnations are general anc
not cover theo quantitative or qualitative aspacts of the fish
ulation present,

PUBLIC ACCESS

Lakes Lndlcated a2s having public access are bimited to tt
having fishing access points, parks ar boat rentals cpen to ¢
publlc. Numerous lakes have unimproved publie frontage that
eventually becume public access points,

The information presented does not represent ap attempt 1

classify lakes as being public or private in nature. This de
minhation must be left to the dlgscretion of Hichigan courts.

ACREAGE ANALYSIS FOR ALCONA COU

Cripdn of Humsber of Area

Surface Water Hater Bodies Acre!

1. Matural lakes and ponds 181 1817
2. MNatural lake with a dam 5 933
L, Artificial pord i Lo 37
5. Mdro-Electrie reservelr 2 10208
T. Fish el wildlife flocding 3 28
8, 111 pend 1 5,
20, Suapp 1 0.
133 13029,

FOOTNOTES

{1% Interzittent
Total acreace 1625.0; 775.0 atres im Alcoca County:
250,90 acrea in loscs County.
3] Fivc soall rraring poolsc.
Total acrenge 22%.0; 51.0 acres in Alscoa County;
141.0 acrvs in Cecoda County,
{5} Five ponis: total of 1.5 Acred.
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Topography

Alcona County’s topography can be classified as gently rolling to hilly, with
elevations beginning at 500’ and c¢limbing, at points, to more than 1100°.
There is much gradual sloping, but there are also portions of the County where
elevations fall drastically, as along the western and eastern shoreline of the
Alcona Dam Pond. A topographical map has been included.

Spils

The Alcona County Scil Conservation District is currently in the process of
updating a soil survey. Information from this survey will be available in the
spring of 1992. A soil resource area map will be made from a study of the many
soil conditions in the county. This map will describe each area in a general
way on the basis of the major soil characteristics. Those properties important
to the use of the soil such as soil texture, natural drainage and slope will
be considered in separating the soil resource areas. 38uch a soil resource map
is valuable in broad planning. Because this information will not be available
until 1992, present information from an older soil resource map will be used.

Soil limitations pertain to each area in general and are not specific for small
areas or sites. Small areas with different conditions and use limitations may
be found in any or all separations. The soil is evaluated to a depth of five

feet or less, Scils are rated on the basis of four classes of soil limitations

as follows:

Slight -~ Relatively free of limitations or limitations
are easily overcome.

Moderate - Limitations need to be recognized but can be
overcome with good management and careful design.

Severe - Limitations are severe enough to make use
questionable
Very Severe - Extreme measures are needed to overcome the

limitations and usage generally is unsound
or not practical.

Use of Soil for Recreational Development

Although major soil limitations affect some kinds of development, areas with
these limitations can be used for forestry and recreational uses. Severely to
very severely limited soils are best suited for undeveloped recreational activ-

ities.

The presence of a high water table interferes with operation of trench type
sewage systems. A saturated soil condition can also hinder vehicle and foot
traffic during wet seasons of the year.

Organic soils commonly have a high water table. In addition, organic material
is highly compressible with poor capacity to support loads. This material also
shrinks and settles readily when drained. A soil map follows.

-
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Vegetation

ilcona County is 75% forested and holds a vast inventory of valuable timber
products. Most of these forested acres are held by the U.S. Government, the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (10,000 acres) and private hunting
tracts. The 1987 Census of Agriculture for Alcona County shows 10,272 acres of
woodlands as part of farmland use. This is down 26.6% from 13,989 in 1982.

O0f the County’s 434,560 acres, 112,297 acres are maintained by the U.S. Forest
Service as part of the Huron National Forest. These lands are primarily locat-
ed in the southwest and southcentral portions of the County. Additional large
acrease is located in the northeast section of the County in Haynes and Alcona
Townships. Approximately 6,900 acres are maintained by the U.S. Forest Service
in the Huron National Forest, and 3,000 acres by the State of Michigan in the
Alpena State Forest. Large sections of Mitchell Township and a large portion
of Caledonia Township west of Hubbard Lake are owned by private hunting camps

and clubs.

Land Lse Pattern

The ownership and land use pattern of rural areas have particular bearing on
the potentials for developing vacation farms and hunting areas. The potential
for vacation farms depends, in part, upon the existence of farmsteads with
substantial living quarters and operations that are interesting.

Hunting area developments may need the organization of hunting cooperatives or

larse enough properties to organize hunting enterprises. Farmland has great
potential for hunting leases. This concept should be explored and promoted.

Kev statistics relative to farm potentials (from the 1987 Census of Agriculture

for Alcona County, Michigan) are:
The number of farms is 229 (down 22.4% from 1982)
The number of acres in farmland is 43,136 (down 18.3% from 1982)
The average farm size is 190 acres (up 5.6% from 1982)

The average value of land and buildings per farm is $90,751 (down
22,5% from 1982)

The average value per acre is $538 {down 11.8% from 1982}

There are 214 individual or family farms; 13 partnership farms, 1 family held
corporate farm and 1 "other".

10
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ess than half (48.7%) of farm operators list farming as their princi-
pal occupation. 411 but six farms are wholly or partly owned by one operator.
The average age of the operator is 53.9, somewhat higher than the State average
of 50.9. The average number of years on the present farm is 21. This data is
consistent with other age-related population characteristics.

Slightly 1

Approximately 1,733 acres of property in Alcona County, located along the
AuSable River in Curtis Township, are owned by Consumers Power Company. Anoth-
er 63,000 plus acres are primarily large hunting camps.

Total land uses were tabulated by Michigan State University. These figures

show that the Land use for Alcona County is:

Total Area: 444,160 acres

Inland Water ' 10,560 acres
Forested 322,800 acres (74.4%)
Agriculture 55,841 acres (12.9%)
Transportation 8,876 acres {2.1%)
Recreation 1,822 acres {0.4%)
Urbanization 244 acres {0.1%)
Other 43,837 acres (10.1%)
Total Land Surface 433,600 acres (100%)

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Utilities

Electric power is provided by Consumers Power Company in all of Alcona County
except parts of Mitchell and Caledonia Townships.

Michigan Consclidated Gas Company supplies natural gas to Greenbush, Harris-
ville, Lincoln, and areas along F-41l. All other areas use alternate heat

sources which include fuel oil, LP gas or wood.

Michigan Bell Telephone Company provides phone service to part of Greenbush.
General Telephone Company covers the rest of the County except for Curtisville
and the Glennie area, which are served by a private phone company - Century
Telephone of Michigan, based in Pinconning. Telephone service is unavailable to
approximately five percent of the County residents.

Cable television service is available in the County. Tele-Media of Saginaw Bay
provides this service to the Hubbard Lake area, Spruce, the Lost Lake Woods
area, Harrisville, Lincoln, and Greenbush. Mid-State North Cable provides
service to some of the remaining areas of the County.
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The City of Harrisville is the only area served by a central water system. The
updating of this system, which was accomplished in 1990 through a Farmers Home
Administration project, included the addition of a new well and pump house
system. Harrisville's sewer system, installed in 1977, is available to all
property located in the City. The Village of Lincoln has no central water
system. Although its sewer system was recently upgraded, there are still areas
of the Village which are not covered by a sewer system. A water system is being
proposed for parts of Greenbush; the area is currently negotiating about this
matter. All other areas in Alcona County have private wells and septic sys-
tems. Some areas have experienced severe limitations to development due to this
infrastructure deficiency. Limitation areas include Mikado, Glennie, Grzen-

bush, and many lakeside locations.

Circulation

dccording to figures from the 1980 Census, approximately 37% of Alcona County
residents commuted to work outside of the County in 1980. Of the 2,664 employed
persons, 2,250 traveled to work in a private vehicle; 19 used public transpor-
tation; 13 bicycled: 185 walked; and 54 used other means. One hundred and

forty three persons worked at home.

The Detroit and Mackinac Railroad provides daily freight handling service.
Limited passenger service is provided by Indian Trails Bus Lines.

Alcona County has a class "D" airport facility--Harrisville Airport-- which
maintains only a small aircraft and emergency landing field. Occasional char-
ter service is available. Commercial service is available in Alpena.

Alcona County is principally accessible via U.8.23 and M-65 from the north and
south, and via ¥-72 from the west.

The retail center at Alpena, 32 miles north of the County seat at Harrisville,
is accessible via U.S.23 and indirectly via M-65 and M-32 to residents in the

west portion of the county.

Interstate 75 is approximately 40 miles west of Alcona County’s western bound-
arv. An interstate loop has been proposed to extend from Standish to Alpena.
This would greatly benefit area residents, particularly those in the tourist
business. To date, this freeway has been completed to Standish approximately

50 miles south of the County.

Circulation within the County is decidedly better than to major markets outside
of the area. U.S5.23 parallels the Lake Huron shoreline and F-41 provides an
alternate route five miles inland and serves Mikado, the Village of Lincoln and
Hubbard Lalke residents. M-63 runs north/south approximately 10 miles from the
western border. This State highway provides a short-cut for vacationers and
travelers entering the region at Standish. M-72 rums east/west beginning at
Harrisville about midway between the north and south boundaries of the County.
It intersects with U.S.23, F-41, and M-65 en route to Grayling and

Interstate 73.
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POPULATION

Population Change

According to preliminary figures
from the 1990 Census, Alcona’s
present population is 10,145. This
is an increase of 405 people during
the decade from 1980 to 1990.
Although this is a growth rate of
only 4.16%, this general slowing in
the growth rate during the 1980's
can be seen from the National level
all the way down to the local
level. The Nation’s growth rate
slowed down to B8.5% in the 1980°'s,
The State of Michigan posted a
modest gain of .36%. While some of
Michigan's counties were losing
more than 10% of their population,
and a total of 32 counties in
Michigan showed a net loss, Alcona
continued to grow. In a ranking of
all counties in Michigan by per-
centage of growth in population,
Alcona is above 44 of these coun-
ties. Viewed in a 50 year perspec-
tive, the growth of Alcona has been
gradual and steady {except for the
decade of the 1970’s). This growth
had not begun in the 1950's, when
Alcona’s growth (8.5%) lagged
behind the rest of the region, as
well as the State and the Nation.
By the 1960's Alcona County was
almost expanding at the rate of the
State and the Nation. In the
1970’s, with a growth rate of
36.5%, it surpassed the region, the
Nation, and grew many times faster
than the State. The 1980's showed
a moderation of this increase, but
still reflected moderate growth.

Population - -Growlh
in Alcona County

from 1930 to 1990
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Popuiation Changes from 1950 to 1990%

1950

Area " 1960

1870

1980

1990

Alcona County 5,856

6,352

7,133

8,740

1
10,145

Balance NEMI Region 65,761

76,510

86,974

106,039

112,741

State of Michigan 6,371,766

7,823,194

8,881,826

9,262,078

9,295,297

United States 150,697,000

179,325,175

203,302,031

226,545,805

245,837,681 |

* 1990 figures are from preliminary

census reports.
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After a very expansive growth period in the 1970's in which Alcona County
surpassed the region, the State and the Nation, the population increase has
moderated.

Percentage of Change
1n Populatlon from 1950-1990

- | Alcona County Balance of NEMI Reg.
[_] State of Michigan ®Z United States

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

1950—1960 \\\‘\\‘\\§\§¥}§§§§B§§¥¥\¥¥§\N‘ | 16.5

1960—1970 \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 13.5

| 36.5

1970-1980

1980-1990
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Migration

Migration patterns have shown two major trends in recent decades: outmigration
of the younger generation; and inmigration of the older generation. Those in
the younger age group seem Lo be relocating for employment opportunities.

Those sixty years of age and older appear to be retirees choosing Alcona County
as 2 place to enjoy their leisure.

THE 1960'S: This trend began in the 1960’s. During the period from 1960 to
1270, the population grew by 761 persons. Of this, there were 1,026 births and
182 deaths resulting in a growth from births of 244 persons. The number at-
tributable to inmigration was 517. From 1963 to 1970, the only net losses in
population for Alcona County were in the age groups 15-19 and 20-24. A total
af 545 persons in this age group relocated out of the County during this time;
(196 inmigrated for a net loss of 249 voung people). At the same time. hizh
inmigration numbers are shown for those in the age groups from 45-64 and 65 and
older. Seven hundred and eighty-two persons in these age categories moved in
and 301 moved out for a net inmigration of 481 older persons. By 1970, 24.0%
of the population was over sixty vears of acge.

THE 1970°S: During the 1970's, there was a major chift in population chanse
patterns from that recorded in the 1960’s., all of the growth of Alcona County
during the 1970’s is attributable to inmigration. There were 1,026 births and
1,146 deaths during this decade (a net loss of 120 persons). 5till, the popula-
tion grew by 2,627 persons. This gain was attributed to a net migration of
2,747 persons. Highest inmigration rates were shown in the age groups 43-#4
and 83 and older. In these age categories, there were 968 immigrants and 400
outmigrants for a net migration of 368 older persons. In the 15-19 age
grouping, there was a2 slight positive net migration of 37 {211 young persons
moving out and 248 coming in). The only net loss in population was in the aze
group 20-24 where 339 persons left and 191 came into the County for a net
migration of -168.

Alcona County's population is becoming older. 1In 1970, 24.0% of the population
was over sixty vears of age. By 1980, 28.6% of the popuiation was sixty vears
of age or older. In one decade there was a 63.4% increase in this age group.

In estimates of the population provided by the Census Bureau in 1983, the
growth of Alcona County continues to be attributed to inmigration. According
to administrative records of this time, a net migration of 500 accounts for all
of the increase in population. Since Census figures for 1990 are only prelimi-
nary and not yet available in breakdowns, information is not yet available o
see Lf this trend will continue.

This shift to an older population has serious planninz implications. Factoring
out the under 18 population, who cannct vote, leaves 38.7% of the voting popu-
lation aged 60 or older. This will be a factor in millage issues. It will
affect ambulance service, housing, and medical service. Most appropriate to
this document, it will be a factor in recreation/leisure planning. Shall we
continue to build Little League ball diamonds and erect swing sets and neglect
shuffleboard courts, golf and other more passive recreational vpportunities?
Population trends must be considered when evaluating the deficiency inventory.



Concentrated Areas of Growth

Approximately 72% of the population of Alcona County is rural, non-farm, which
is generally typical of the Upper Great Lakes Region. There are no areas in
Alcona County that may be defined as Urbanized Areas. However, population
densities have occurred along U.S. 23 and the Lake Huron shoreline, along the
shore of Hubbard Lake and in the Villiage of Lincoln and the City of Harris-
ville. '

The City of Harrisville is located on the Lake Huron shoreline in the east
central section of. the County; it reported a 15.9% decrease in population (89
persons} from 1980 to 1990, Harrisville Township increased by 8.1%, or 133
persons, during this period.

The Village of Lincoln is located five miles west and two miles north of the
City of Harrisville on M-72, and it showed a 6.7% decrease in residents from
1980 to 1590.

Caledonia, Alcona and Hawes Townships contain Hubbard Lake. Alcona and Hawes
gained a total of 134 residents, but Caledonia lost 78 people during the dec-
ade. The result was a net gain of 56 persons in the Hubbard Lake area.

Mitchell and Millen Townships, which are in less densely populated areas, are
the two townships that have grown at the greatest rate in the period from 1980
to 1990. Mitchell, located in the northwest corner of the county, gained 42
residents for a growth rate of 16.9%. Located in the central part of the
county, Millen increased by 53 people for an expansion of 14.,6%,

Age Digtribution

Age Distribution by Population - 1980

Area Median Z b4 )4 b4 b4 %
Age =5 5-14 i5-24 25-44 45-59 60+

Alcona 40.3 5.7% 14.4% 14.,2% 20.2% 16.9% 28.6%

Balance

NEMI Region 32.1 T.4% 16.4% 17.5% 24.5% 15.5% 18.7%

State MI. 28.8 7.4% 16.6% 19.4% 27.4% 15.1% 14.1%

Special Population

According to data from the Division of Supplemental Security Studies, 202
individuals within the County were classified as blind and disabled in 1880.

Sex, Race and Ancestry

In Alcona County, the population is almost evenly distributed, with 50.9% of
the population being female and 49.1% being male. The predominant race is
white (99.2% of the population). American Indians make up .44% of the popula-
tion. Major single ancestry groups are German (13.1%), English (10.9%), and
French {6%).

Y
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POPULATION DATA FOR GOVERNMENTAIL UNITS

Townships 1970 1980
Alcena 186 811
Caledonia 763 1,085
Curtis 718 1,082
Greenbush 760 1,292
Gustin *613 *796
Barrisville *1,443 *1,652
Hawes %811 *998
Haynes 416 569
Mikado 636 8635
Millen 270 364
Mitchell 197 248
Total County 7,113 9,740

% = includes incorporated places
%%= totals may be inexact due to

Incorperated Places

City of Harrisville 341 259

Village of Lincoln 371 361

The City of Harrisville is included above in Harrisville Township.

of Lincoln is included in Gustin and Hawes Townships.

1988 1990 1980/19490

Estimates Prelimin, Change %

7890 906 +11.7%

1,130 987 -7.3%

1,290 1,128 +1.3%

1,440 1,373 +6.3%

*880 *823 +3.4%

*1.,700 *1,785 +8.1%

*1,100 *1,035 +3.9%

550 549 -3.3%

980 852 -1.5%

440 417 +14.,6%

310 290 +16.9%

#%10,600 10, 145 +4.2%
rounding of numbers

570 470 -12.9%

380 337 -6.7%

The Village
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Income

Alcona County businesses generated $30,6 million in wages, salaries and pro-
prietor’s earnings in 1988, Approximately 75% of this was generated by manu-
facturers, retailers, service firms, and State and local government. The
County is increasingly dependent on service firms, which generated 25% of
earnings in 1988, compared to 20% in 1980 (Bureau of Economic Analysis).

The 1987 per capita income of Alcona County was $8,108 compared to $11,973 for
the State and $11,923 for the Nation. Census figures for 1980 indicate that
median household income was $10,730 (819,223 for the State and 316,841 for the
Vation) and median family income was-$12,301 ($22,107 for the State and $19,917
for the Nation). In 1980, forty-four percent of Alcona County residents were
receiving Social Security income {compared to 25% for the State) for an annual
total of $10.1 million dollars. Nine percent of the residents were receiving
public Assistance {which was also the State average) and 16% of the total
population was at or below the poverty level {10% for the State).

Alcona County depends heavily on unearned income. In 1988, more than one-third
(34.3%) of all income received in the County came from transfer payments, such
as Social Security, pensions, unemployment compensation, Aid to Families with
Dependent Children, and similar programs. One-fourth of income (25.4%) was
received as dividends, interest, and rent. Only 40% of all income in the
County was received as earnings. On the statewide level, 69% of income is

earned (Bureau of Economic analysis).

Employment

The most recent annual average of Civilian Labor Force and Wage and Salary
Fstimates (1990) shows the following employment data:

Civilian Labor Force

Araa Total Labor Force Employment Total Unemplovment

# %
Alcona County 4,450 3,925 5235 11.7%
Balance NEMI Region 31,950 46,350 5,600 10.8%
Michigan 4,378,000 4,233,000 344,000 7T.3%

The Alcona County labor force is greatly affected by seasonal variations in
employment due to its dependency upon tourist, resort, and natural resource
oriented industries. Although the annual unemployment average for 1990 for
Alcona County was 11.7%, seasonal unemployment rates vary greatly. In 1990,
for example, the unemployment rate for July was 10.9% and for January was
16.0%. Greater emphasis must be directed toward reducing the wide fluctuations
in employment within the County. If the area is to continue to rely upon
tourist and recreational activity as a significant portion of its economic
hase, efforts must be exerted to diversify facilities and activities to include

all seasons.



Industries and Businesses

There are several manufacturing plants in the County which are located in
Harrisville and Lincoln. Tourism, agriculture, wood industry and services are
the other important phases of the economy requiring labor. Nearly all of the
labor force is composed of semi-skilled and unskilled labor. About 37% of the
labor force commutes to other areas outside of the County to work.

Alcona County depends upon the tourist trade for a large part of its economy.
The tourists are attracted to the area because of the large number of lakes,
streams and forests. Lake Huron is another major tourist draw. Hubbard Lake
is the County’s largest inland lake and is encircled by private cottages. There
is a potential to develop parks and recreation areas in the 115,000 acres of
public forest lands in the future when demand warrants facility expansion.
There. is one ski resort in the area which helps to stabilize employment during
the winter months. The fishing industry is-being revived in the Great Lakes;
this has increased the resort business. The one drawback with the Alcona
County Lake Huron shoreline is that there are no bays or peninsulas to break
the direct sweep of the big lake waves. However, the MDNR Waterways Division
has established a fine marina at Harrisville in a man-made harbor. The tourism
industry has a major economic impact on the County. In 1984 there were 194
persons employed in tourism-related industries in Alcona County. This was up
35% from 1974. Summer tourism employs the greatest number of persons, peaking
at 230 in August, but the chart below shows fairly constant employment opportu-
nity.

Average Number of Jobs in Tourism
Related Industries by Month, 1984
Alcona County, Michigan

250

221 230

L 108 20 216 207
L 160

7173 N

1g0 18 ¢8
150 |-
100
50
1 1 1 | ] 1 1 1 1 1

0
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—— Average = 194

According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 17% of earnings in Alcona
County in 1988 were from retail trade. This is nearly double the State average
of 9%, indicating the impact of tourism in the economy.

T

20



Dairy and feeder cattle are the most important farming operations carried on in
the County. Of the 229 farms in the County, 126 have cattle inventories. In
the most recent Census of Agriculture (1987), Alcona County showed an decrease
in the number of farms as well as a decrease in acres in farmland. The average
size of farms increased slightly (5.6%). Of the 433,800 acres of land surface,
28,573 (6.6%) is cropland and there is nothing to indicate that more land will
be cleared for farming in the near future.

There are several small saw mills throughout the County. Pulp wood cutting and
logging are the most important non-agriculture industries. The County has a
facility which converts unusable waste wood products to electricity.

According to the most recently completed publication of Countv Business Pat-
terns (1988} the following data is available for Alcona County:

e

Employeeé, Payreoll and Establishments, 1887

Industry £ of Employees Annual Payreoll £ of Establishments
Total 960 $11,875,000 191
Agricultural Services (a) {d) 3
Contract Construction 18 684,000 23
Manufacturing 335 3,087,000 32
Lumber/wood products 141 850,080 16
Wood pallets and skids {b) (d) 2
Industrial Machinery 160 3,307,000 12
Metaiworking machinery 138 3,189,000 9
Transportation (a) (d) 4
Wholesale trade {a) {d} 3
Retail Trade 336 3,058,000 66
Auto dealers,serv.stations 39 1,027,000 9
Eating & drinking places 143 724,000 27
Finance, insurancs,real est., 20 263,000 6
Services 198 2,339,000 a4
Health services i19 1,326,000 4
Un-classified 3 134,000 i8
a= 0-19
b= 20-59

d= withheld to avoid disclosing figures for individual companies

* Note that the above data from County Business Patterns is the number of
estabiishments with pavroll. Therefore a business such as a real estate office
with independent self-empleyed brokers would not be included. Alsc note County
Business Patterns is based on pavroll reports to the Michigan Emplovment Secu-
rity Commission.
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Properly Values

Property values in Alcona County rose by 45% during Lhe decade of Lthe 1980°sg
compared to a statewide growth of 52%. Residential property accounted for 72%
of all property valuation in the County. Agriculture increased by 13% during
this time; it accounted for 8.4% of County property valuation. Timber rose by
17.6% and represented 7% of valuation. Industrial property comprised only 3% of
all valuation; commercial property, less than 1% ol all valuation (Michigan
State Tax Commission).
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Recreation decisions in the County of Alcona are made by the Board of Commis-
gioners. They are advised by the Parks and Recreation Commission. These are
the only organied entities impacting on recreation for the County. Alcona
County established a Parks and Recreation Commission under the authority of
Public Act 261, as amended by Act 242, P.A. 1966. This commission was organ-
ized in 1969 and established in 1970. .

Functions of the Parks and Recreation Commission

The function of the Parks and Recreation Commission includes, but is not neces-
sarily limited to, providing input to the County Board of Commissioners on all
of the following functions:

Planning - to provide a systematic means of planning the location, acquisition,
development, and maintenance of a system of parks, recreation and open space
areas, facilities and activities within the County. Definite criteria for
inclusion shall be adopted and revised periodically to keep pace with changing
demands and habit use patterns.

Acquisition - to provide a program of acquisition of adjoining acreage or to
acquire unique or strategic scenic, scientific or historical areas for the
enjoyment of the residents of the County and their guests. Said areas shall be
acquired in a systematic manner so as to provide egual opportunity, access, and
enjoyment for all people, regardless of race, creed or political preferences.

Development - to provide those activities and facilities commensurate with the
needs of the people. All development should be carefully planned and be of a
durable nature to minimize maintenance.

Funding - to explore and utilize every means of financing that is available to
the Commission including Federal and State matching fund programs, general
obligation bonds, general funds, fees and charges, and gifts and donations.

In addition to advisory functions, the Parks and Recreation Commission has
assumed responsibility for the maintenance and grooming of the snowmobile trail
system. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources Forest Management Divi-
sion administers the trail program and reimburses the local group under the
Grant Sponsor Program. These funds are passed through the County Treasury to
the Parks and Recreation Commission. Volunteer labor is also used in this
effort. The Parks Commission maintains the necessary grooming equipment for
the trails program.

Parks and Recreation Commission members serve the County in a voluntary capaci-
ty and are not reimbursed for their services at the present time.

At the present time, the County provides minimal maintenance for the properties
it owns (Harrisville Recreation Area, Alcona Recreation Area, and access sites
on Lake Huron)}; this is reflected in the line-item budget which follows the
County reorganizational chart. Most maintenance is currently provided through
the voluntary efforts of service groups--such as the Lions Club and the Soccer
Association--and the members of the Parks and Recreation Commission. A consor-
tium of interested groups--such as Alcona County, the City of Harrisville,
Harrisville Township, Haynes Township, and the Lions Club--has been proposed as
a future way to share funding and maintenance of these properties.

u

23



ALCONA COUNTY
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
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On an Aye and Nay vote the Commissioners voted as follows:

Ayes: Willard LeClair; Kenneth Bundy; Carolyn Brummund; Duncan Campbell and Kevi
1

Boyat
Nays: None '

Motion Carried

nded by Kenneth Bundy that the Chairma

Moved by Commissicner Carelyn Brummune seco E )
ociation of Michigan union contract.

authorized to sign the Command Officers Ass
On an Aye and Way vote the Commissioners voted as follows:
Ayes: Willard LeClair; Kenneth Bundy; Carolyn Brummund; Duncan Campbell and Kevi
Boyat
Hays: None
Motion Carried
Moved by Commissioner Carolyn Brummund seconded by Kevin Boyat that the Chairman
authorized to sign the Teamsters 214 union contract.
on an Aye and Nay vote the Commissioners voted as follows:
Ayes: Willard LeClair; Kenneth Bundy; Carolyn Srummund; Duncan Campbell and Kev
Boyat

Nays: HNone
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Motion Carried



ALCONA TOWNSHIP

Alcona Township is located in the northeast part of the County and borders Lake
Huron. The Township contains approximately 38 square miles of land area and
nine square miles of Hubbard Lake.

According to preliminary figures released by the 1990 Census, the populaticn
increased 11.7% from 811 persons in 1980 to 906 in 1990. This reflects contin-
uerl g¢rowth, but at a lower rate than in the previous decade. Most of the
pecple reside in the Hubbard Lake area and along U.S. 23, and on the shores of
Lake Huron.

Inventorv and Deficiencies

Property

1. Black River - The Township owns 1.3 acres adjacent to the river, with a
206" river frontage. This property receives considerable use as a boat
launch site. A new boat launch dock with steel posts is being constructed
by the Township, with Township funds. A hoat launch fee is being consid-
a2red.

[EM

Lake Huron - The Townshlp owns 160’ frontage on 1.5 acres of sandy beach
used for picnicking and swimming. (This land is separated from the river
frontage property described in #1 by a 200’ by 800’ wetlands area owned by
the MDNE.) Future plans for this property include the construction of a
concrete pier extending 300’ to 400’ into the lake on the north side of
Black River. This pier would provide free access for fishing for the
general public, as well as access for the handicapped; it would also =limi-
nate the excessive silting problems caused by the adjoining wetlands. (The
Township presently dredges this area annually to control silting; the
annual cost for this is between $3,000 and $3,300.) The Township intends
to seek a recreational grant to fund the building of this pier.

Lot = 1, Arbu Shores Subdivision - The Township owns beach-front property
used as a playground for swimming and picnics. It currently has some play-—
ground equipment, and is used by parents for young children. The Township
wonld like to build a steel or concrete {to prevent damage by careless use)
pavilion and develop more picnic facilities.

{2

4, Public Access Sites - The Township maintains two launch/access sites on
Hubbard Lake which are used considerably. The site on the west side of the
lake (approximately 50’ wide by 300’ long) is adequate for its purpose.

The Township would like to develop the 33" wide by 200’ long site on the
east side of the lake. A picnic area, with a pit toilet, is planned tor
this site. The Township intends to Fill a ditch, imnstall culverts, seed,
and landscape the area,

3. Black River Recreation Area - The Township maintains three acres in the
Village of Black River. This area contains two tennis courts, a Little
Lengue baseball fieid., pit-tvpe toilets and an area dug out for-a skating

rink.’
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Public Buildings

6

Township Hall and Fire Station #1 - Located at the corner of Black River
Road and U.S. 23, this property consists of approximately 2 acres. The
building is 12 years old and is a combination fire hall and Township hall,
The Alcona County Commission on Aging uses this facility as a nutrition
site for senior citizens.

Yire Station #2 - Situated on approximately 1 acre, this property is used
solely as a fire hall. There are no plans in sight for improvement.

Other Publicly Owned Property

Negwegon State Park - Owned by the State of Michigan, this land consists of
approximately 1,720 acres, with the possible inclusion of an additional
1,265 acres in the future. A portion of it is located in Alcona Township.
Present facilities allow for primitive camping; there are hiking and nature
trails. Proposals for future development include preserving over half of
Negwegon as a natural area, as well as zoning it into general, historic,
and recreation areas. The recreation area would contain 100 campsites
with full-time on-site staffing, hiking trails, picnic areas, and board-
walks. It is expected that funding for this development will be available

Huron National Forest - Owned by the United States Government, this land
consists of approximately 3,400 acres. It includces almost one mile of
undeveloped shoreline along Lake Huron. No developed recreational facili-

Black River Elementary School - This building has nct been used as an
elementary school since 1975. From 19873 to 1289 the building was used as a
classroom tor the developmentally disabled. [t is currently vacant. A
ballfield, consisting of approximately 2.3 acres, is adjacent to this
building. This property, owned by the school system, is currently being

3.
in the mid 1990’s,
a.
ties are planned for this area.
10.
offered for sale.
Privatelv Owned Recreation Facilities

rany

i~z

[y

Lost Lake Woods Club - This is a private club consisting of approximately
10,000 acres, a 10 room clubhouse and four private lakes. The club has
complete recreational facilities including hunting, Ffishing, hiking trails,
snowmobile and riding trails, a riding stable, 18 hole gol! course, archery
range, skeet and rifle ranges and vear-round homes. The club, although
private, has a tremendous impact on Alcona Township and Alcona County.

A small, private airstrip is located on this property. There is also n tire
station (Fire Station = 3) located on this property which is owned by Lost
Lake woods Ciub. It is used with the Township on a cooperative basis in
axchange for return [ire station services.

eeat Lakes Fishing - This private fishing charter servics is available
ror Fishing on Lake Huron,
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CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP

Caledonia Township consists of 72 square miles of which approximately four
square miles contain the northern portion of Hubbard Lake. Most of the area is
made up.of private hunting camps with 36 square miles in the western part of
the Township being completely void of any hard surfaced roads and only one
accessible road.

Population is largely concentrated around Hubbard Lake. According to prelimi-

‘nary figures released for the 1990 Census, the number of residents decreased by

7.3%, from 1065 in 1980 to 987 in 1990. This contrasts with a 39.5% increase in
population in the previous decade.

Township streams include Little Wold, Davis and Widner Creeks, which flow into
the Thunder Bay River in Alpena County, and Holcomb Creek, which flows into
Hubbard Lake.

Inventory and Deficiencies

Property

1. Hubbard Lake access site - 100’ lake frontage by 200’deep (approximately .5
acres). Owned by the Township, this park is in a semi-developed condition.
There is adequate parking, no picnic facilities, and the site is now used
for swimming and boat launching. The Township does not want the lot to be
used for boat launching and would like to limit use to swimming and pic-
nicking. Future plans include building a bathhouse/restroom facility and
obtaining boundary markers for the lot lines.

2. Hubbard Lake access site - consists of 320’ of lake frontage on approxi-
mately 10 acres; there are swimming and picnicking facilities. Adequate
parking exists for 50 cars. There is a baseball diamond on the property
and pump-type well water is available. A launch ramp and bcoat dock are also
on the property. The Township has invested $5,000. in building two pit-type
toilets. This property is owned by the Township. Future plans include
preservation of the existing shoreline to prevent erosion.

3. Hickey Hill - Caledonia Township owns 80 acres which is generally unde-
veloped. Future plans include developing nature and cross country trails,
wilderness camping, a parking lot and a lookout tower. There is a desire
to improve the existing road and put up boundary markers.

4. 40 Acres - Town 28 North, Range 8 East, Section 2. This land was a former
disposal site. It has been reforested and is used for public hunting. The
Township has no future plans for this site.

5. Reforested gravel pit - This parcel consists of five acres of land; it is
open to Township residents. No future plans exist for development.

29



Pleasant View Cemetery - Located one-half mile south of Spruce on Gillard
Koad, this recently expanded 10 acre piece uf property is owned and main-
tained by the Township.

10 acres - Town 28 North, Range 7 East, Section 12. This land lies at the
mouth of Holcomb Creek. The State of Michigan owns the adjeining 40 acres
north ot this piece of property.

Public Buildings

8.

Caledonia Township Hall - Located on Gillard Road in Spruce, this building
is situated on approximately 1.5 acres. The Township has remodeled the
entire hall at a cost of $50,000. Space and facilities are adequate for
current use and future plans are not necessary except for a possibility of
refinishing the existing floor., Estimates for this have been made and range
from 83,000, to $5,000. The funding for this will come from revenue shar-
ing or other public dollars. The building is used often by many €roups and
is considered a community center. .

Other Publicly Owned Propertyv

3.

The State of Michigan owns an access site on Hubbard Lake consisting of one
acre on a 166’ lot., Two concrete ramps and a dock are provided for boaters.
Limited swimming and picnicking facilities are offered. The State alsc owns
the 100° lot adjacent to this site and would like to develop hoth into an
adequate fishing site.

Privately Owned Recreation Facilities

10.

11.

Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox and Bullock’s Paul Bunyan RKampground {kOA)

Scenic Attraction located in Spruce with accompanying campground. This 100

site campground includes 80 modern and 20 primitive sites. The modern

sites include 20 with water, electric and sewer, and 60 with water and
electric.

wWill’s Gun Shop - Target Range, Skeet and Trap

Hubbard Lake Marine - Boat Livery - located on the west shore of Hubbard
Lake

a0
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CURTIS TOWNSHIP

Curtis Township is made up of 70 square miles of land area and approximately
two square miles of inland water. The major water area is Alcona Dam Pond,
also known as Bamfield Pond. Curtis Township is located in the southwest
portion of Alcona County. The United States Forest Service maintains 20,861
acres of the Township’s 44,800 acres of land area as part of the Huron National
Forest. Consumers Power Company owns approximately 1,733 acres located along
the banks of the AuSable River which bisects the western part of the Township
from north to south. The Alcona Dam operated by Consumers Power Company has
created the Alcona Dam Pond (also known as Bamfield Pond) which forms the
setting for Alcona Park.

Alcona Park, which is being leased from Consumers by the Township, includes the
Lower Landing Campground which consists of 104 modern campsites; Reed’'s Point
and the Upper Landing Campgrounds, containing 200 and 60 campsites respective-
ly; and the West Shore campground which offers 120 primitive campsites. Usage
of this Facility has continued to increase each year.

Lakes in the Township include Jenkins, Curtis, North, Indian, Twin, Thompson,
Little Bear, Vaughn and Hunters Lakes. All of these lakes are located in
the east part of the Township and are smail in size. The property surrounding
Hunters, Vaughn and North Lakes is currently being platted into small lots.
Ramfield, Smith, Kurtz, Wallace and Bryant Creeks provide trout fishing
stireams.

According to preliminary figures from the 1990 Census, the 1990 population was
1,128 compared to 1,082 in 1980, a 4.3% increase. Most of the population is
centered in and around the unincorporated area of Glennie in the east central
part of the Township.

Primary access to the Township is via M-65 which runs north and south through
the east part of the Township.

Inventory and Deficiencies

Property

1. I[ndian Lakes Park - is located two miles east of Glennie on Glennie Road.
This park consists of approximately five acres. The Township owns the
property, but provides minimal maintenance at present. A picnic area and a
pump well are available. Long range plans for this property include improv-
ing and expanding the boat launching site, building an open air shelter,
installing barbecue stoves, and landscaping the beach.

2. Alcona Park - This park consists of approximately 1000 acres on the Alcona
Dam Pond. The land is owned by Consumers Power Company; the Township is
leasing the property. The Park has an on-site manager who supervises up to
14 employees. It is licensed for 470 campsites and provides both modern and
primitive camping sites. It also offers other outdoor recreation opportuni-
ties, including fishing, swimming, hiking, snowmobiling, boating, as well
as viewing scenic vistas. It is currently a loading point for 34 miles of

o
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sroomed snowmobile trails. Because usage of this facility continues to
increase, the Township plans to develop another full service camping area
with 54 sites, create a day use beach area with cabanas, as well as make
other improvements in the next five vears.

80 Acre Landfill - located one-half mile from the junction of Healy Road
and Body Road. About twelve vears ago this land was excavated into a bowl-
t¥pe area by a team of workers from the United States Air Force. Long
range plans for this property include: a baseball diamond and football
field, bathrooms, parking facilities, lighting, skeet shooting and target
areas and landscaping of the grounds. Because this area is only two miles
east of the Alcona Park and because it is surrounded by Huron National
Ferest, Township residents feel that the landfill could be developed into
an access site for the snowmobile trails, cross country ski trails, and
nature trails provided on State and Federal Forest land. Grant funding for
these projects would be sought,

Public Buildings

4,

Curtis Township Hall - This building rests on a two acre lot and is used
as a community center by the public. The Alcona County Commission on Aging
uses this building as a nutrition site for senior citizens. Because exten-
sive renovation of this building has been completed, no improvements are
foreseen in the next five years. The Township would like to acquire some
adjacent land (from 10-38 acres) to provide space for a playground, picnic
area, and possibly a baseball diamond. All social activities in the
Township are conducted in this building. School children in grades K-8 use
it as a basketball court. It is used for school plays, Citizen Band Watch
monthly dinners, weekly bingo games, roller skating, dances, karate in-
struction, wedding receptions, Township Board meetings, and Senior citizen
dinners five days per week. Movies are shown periodically in conjunctiocn
with the County Library syvstem and also are shown independently by lccal
groups. All local non-profit ¢groups use the building at no charge.

Firehall/Library - This property is adjacent to the Curtis Township Hall.

Curtis Civic Association Hall - Located in the western portion of the
Township, this consists of an older building on cne acre of land. The Hall
is used for public meetings usually by residents of the immediate area.
Outside work has been performed in the way of landscaping. Kitchen and
bathroom facilities have been recently installed.

Other Publicly Owned Property

7.

Vaughn Lake - Public access is available at this site, which consists of a
public beach and primitive boat launch site. The property belongs to tlie
Michigan Department of Natural Resources,

North Lake - A trail head for snowmoblles is located at the north end of
NYorth Lake Road on National Forest land. All lake frontage is privately
owned,



3. Glennie Elementary School - This school is still in use by the public
school system. However, in exchange for use of the basketball court at the
Curtis Township Hall, the school systewm allows public access to the base-
ball field for local leagues in the sunmer.

Privately Owned Recreation Facilities

10. Alcona Canoe --Privately owned canoe livery

11. Middletons Campground - Located on Bissonette Road in Glennie; licensed
private campground

Other Points of Interest

12. AuSable National Scenic River - Scenic Attraction

13. Huron National Forest - Snowmobile trails, shore-to-shore hiking and riding
trail along the west side of the AuSable River. A vista is currently being
constructed in the Huron National Forest at the junction of Bamfield Road
and AuSable Road. The site will include a viewing platform, toilet, inter-
pretive signing, day use facilities and parking to accommodate busses from
tour groups. This is being financed through federal monies and partner-
ships.

14. Snowmobile Trails - 3ee location on Snowmobile Trail map (page 87).

Proposed Public Facilities

15. The United States Forest Service is proposing improvement to the access
site just below the Bamfield Road Bridge over the AuSable River. Prelimi-
nary plans are for a canoe launch facility with parking lot and toilets. A
second launch site for inner tubes is proposed about one mile south of
Bamfield Rcad on the AuSable River Road. Both sites will be financed
through federal, state and local monies, and by donationes from volunteers
and parterships.
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GREENBUSH TOWNSHIP

Greenbush Township is located in the southeast part of Alcona County on Lake
Huron and consists of approximately 15,360 acres. Approximately 3,120 acres
are maintained by the State of Michigan as part of the Alpena State Forest.
Preliminary figures from the 1990 Census indicate that Greenbush Township's
population increased at the rate of 6.3% during the past decade, growing from
1,292 residents in 1980 to 1,373 in 1990. The main concentration of growth
occurred along Lake Huron frontage from the east boundary of the Township.

Tnventory and Deficiencies

Property

1. Cedar Lake Access Site - 120°’frontage x 300’deep on Cedar Lake Drive.
Picnic facilities are available with grills for cooking. The park is used
mainly by swimmers. There are no boat launch facilities at this site;
however, there are both public and private easements to the lake. At this
time, with the water level up, the lake is an excellent small boat area.
Improvements to this park will be minimal over the next five years.

2. 10 Acres - former dump on F-30. This site has not been developed nor are
there plans to develop this site in the future.

3. Greenbush Recreation Area - This area, consisting of thirty-four acres
acquired in 1984, is located .5 miles southwest of the Village of Greenbush
on Ridley Road. It has an open air pavilion, two ballfields, a children’s
playground, nature trails, and picnic areas. Bathroom facilities are
available. Proposed development includes tennis courts, an ice rink, and a
BMX trail.

Public Buildings

4, Greenbush Township Hall - rests on four lots approximately 2 acres total,
on Campbell Street. .The Hall is used for various activities and is avail-
able for private rental use. The Alcona County Commission on Aging uses it
as a nutrition site for senior citizens. This building has been remodeled
in the past; no further renovation is foreseen in the next five years.

5. Fire Hall - A modern building containing five pieces of fire equipment.
This building also contains a meeting and recreation room plus a kitchen
and facilities. This building is accessed by a large blacktop parking
area; basketball courts are located in the rear.

Other Publicly Owned Property

6. Greenbush Country School - Located next to the Township Hall on Campbell
Street, this building is owned and maintained by the Greenbush Historical
Society. It dates from 1869. Tours are offered during the summer; it is
also the site of quilting shows, bake sales, and meetings in the sunmer.



-

7. Two Access Sites on Lake Huron - The County owns two small access sites on
Lake Huron. The areas are not used enough to warrant construction or
renovation of any type.

Privately Owned Recreation Facilities

8. Greenbush Golf Course - Located four miles south of Harrisville, this
facility offers nine holes--par 36, Club rental is available. Only a
small portion of this property is located within the Township.

9, Timberlakes Subdivision - This recreational community, located within the

Township is privately owned and consists of a subdivision, access to Lake
Huron by public easement, and a boat club and ramp on Cedar Lake.

n =
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GUSTIN TOWNSHIP

Gustin Township is located in the central part of Alcona County and consists of
36 square miles or 23,040 acres. According to preliminary figures released by
the 1990 Census, the total population was 823 in 1990; it increased 3.4% from
the 1980 census of 796 residents. The part of the Village of Lincoln that is
located in the extreme northeast part of the Township recorded 157 residents in
1990. This part of the Village has experienced a loss of 31 residents during

the decade. -

Lincoln Lake and part of Trask Lake are located in the northeast part of the
Township. The Pine River flows southward through the Township fed by Backus
Creek and the East and West Branches of the Pine River.

Approximately 4,378 acres are maintained in the Township by the United States

Forest Service and 240 acres by the State of Michigan. Approximately 54 acres
in Gustin Township are owned by the Alcona County Community Schools.

Inventory and Deficiencies

Property

Gustin Township owns no property or buildings. The Township is adjacent to the
Alcona Recreation Area; this area is available for use by Township residents.

Other Publicly Owned Property

1. Alcona Community Schools - owns 54 acres. The property is a centralized
area for the elementary and secondary schools. The recreational facilities
consist of: a football field, practice football field, baseball diamond,
softball dismond, playground area, Outdoor Environmental Study Center
(small ampitheater and log cabin), elementary gymnasium, and secondary
gymnasium. The facilities have a limited community use and must have the
proper authorization of the Alcona Community Schools.

9. Former Memorial Hall - owned by Alcona County. This property is leased to
Alcona County Commission on Aging as a multiple purpose focal point for
senior citizens activities. Portions of this building are used for a commu-
nity library (Lincoln Branch). It is also available for rentals for commu-

nity and private use.
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HARRISVILLE TOWNSHIP

Harrisville Township is located in the east central portion of the County and
includes approximately 19,840 acres or 31 square miles. The City of Harris-
ville is located in Harrisville Township and is the County seat.

Preliminary figures from the 1990 Census indicate that the Township’s popula-
tion was 1,785 in 1990; this was a 8.1% increase from the 1,652 residents
recorded in 1980. Of this population, 470 persons {26.3%) reside in the City
of Harrisville. The other major area of population density occurs along the
shore of Lake Huron which forms the eastern boundary of the Township.

Inventory and Deficiencies
Property '

Harrisville Township owns no property, but the following facilities are located
within the Township and are available for use by the residents.

Other Publicly Owned Property

1. Harrisville State Park - This 80 acre state-owned park on Lake Huron is
Just south of Harrisville city limits on U.S. 23. The park offers day use
areas for picnicking and swimming. There are scenic foot trails, 229
modern campsites, a children’s playground, a baseball diamond, a boat
launch with fishing facilities, bathroom and shower facilities, electrical
hookups, and a sanitation station.

2. Alcona Recreation Area - This 121 acre county-owned site is located in the
northwest corner of the Township, c¢lose to Lincoln. The Alcona County Fair
is held at this location, as are school, club, and County-wide activities.
This site is used for the Lincoln 250 Snowmobile Enduro Race each winter.
Included in the facilities located at this site are a one-half mile dirt
track for trotter and snowmobile races, four pole barns, an arena, an
office and maintenance building with flush toilets, a 300’ complete BMX
track, an observation/ broadcast booth, a gatehouse, two wells, four irri-
gated soccer fields, water and sewer, six portable toilets, and 80 acres of
undeveloped forest land.

Harrisville Recreation Area - This 17 acre site, located on Lake Street and
Washington Avenue, is just north of the Harrisville city limits. It is also
county-owned. It includes three multi-use ball diamonds and restrooms. At
present, dugouts and fences are being renovated and a picnic area created.

4. Harrisville City Airport - This class "D" airport is owned by the City of
Harrisville; it has two runways and provides tie-down facilities.

Privately Owned Recreation Property

5. Greenbush Golf Course - Located four miles south of Harrisville, this nine
hole, par 36 facility offers club rental also.

6. Springport Golf Course - nine hole golf course

-
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CITY OF HARRISVILLE

Inventory and Deficiencies

Propertw

1.

Harbor Park - Located on Lake Street and Harbor Drive, this one-acre site
is directly west of Harrisville Harbor. It offers a children’s playground,
picnic pavilion/band shell, and a scenic overlook. The City plans to add a
shuffleboard court and an area for basketball to this park.,

Harrisville Harbor - Located on Harbor Drive, this area of fers docking
facilities, fuel and pumpout facilities, and a restroom and shower. If
harbor traffic continues to indicate a demand, the City’s Harbor Commission
plans to increase the number of slips available at the Harbor. In addi-
tion, the Corps of Engineers is conducting initial planning for a walk-on
fishing pier on the south breakwall of the harbor.

Harrisville Mill Pond - This pond, found on U.S.23 north, is stocked with
trout and open for public fishing. Picnic tables and fire pit areas are
available. The Mill Pond property extends from the pond itself along Mill
Creek and includes an area east of U.S. 23 and west of Lake Street. The
City plans to locate a log cabin structure to be used as a museum/nature
center and to create a nature trail within this area.

Skating Rink - This area is located in the Courthouse Annex parking lot
property on Lake Street. Although the annex building is leased to the
County of Alcona, the property is owned by the City. A lighted skating
rink surrounded by benches is created on this site in winter.

Teanis Courts - Two fenced, concrete courts with backboards are situated on
State Street; the property includes benches and a water fountain. A
project planned by the Harrisville Township Fire Department will create an
open air picnic pavilion on a cement base on City property directly south

of the tennis courts fence.

Former City Dump Site - This 40-acre property, though owned by the City, is
located outside the City limits.

Public Buildings

7.

Harrisville City Hall



Other Publicly Owned Property

8. DNR Boat Launch Site and Public Access - gjtuated on Lake Street, this
property has a launch site, two large parking areas, as well as toilet
facilities. It is for day use only; no overnight camping is permitted.

9. Alcona County'Courthouse - County owned

10. Alcona County Courthouse Annex - County owned

11. Alcona County Sheriff’s Department - County owned

12. Alcona County Department of Social Services - County owned

13. United States Forest Service - owned by U.S. Government; location of Har-

risville Ranger District Office
11. Tourist Information Bureau - County owned

Privately Owned Recreation Facilities

15. Village Lanes - bowling

16. Alco Theater - movies

17. J. & J. Campground - This is a 20 acre campground with 25 sites; electrical
hookups and water are available.

18. Several private, f[ishing-related businesses with tackle, charter boat
service, fish cleaning stations and radio contact with boats operate within

the City.
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VILLAGE OF LINCOLN

Inventory and Deficiencies

Property

1. Village Park -‘consists of a picnic area which is restricted to day use.
2. Recreational Park - consists of two tennis courts and a ball diamond.

3. Brownlee Lake - public access and swimming.

4., Playground and Picnic-area - next to Village Fire Hall

5. Village of Lincoln Fire Hall

Other Publicly Owned Property

6!

Lincoln Community Hall - also known as 0ld Memorial Hall. This building is
owned by Alcona County and leased to Alcona County Commission on Aging as a
maltiple purpose focal point for senior citizen activities. Portions of
this building are used for a community library (Lincoln Branch). It is
also available for rental for community and private use.

46
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HAWES TOWNSHIP

Hawes Township is iocated in the north central part of Alcona County and con-
tains approximately 72 square miles of which two square miles are made up of
the South Bay of Hubbard Lake and Mayvnard Lake.

The population increased 3.9% from 996 persons in 1980 to 1,035 in 1990, ac-
cording to preliminary figures from the 19%0 Census. The part of the Village
of Lincoln that is located in the extreme southeast part of the Township re-
ported a 2.3% increase in population from 173 in 1980 to 177 in 1990. The
unincorporated area of South Hubbard Lake is located in part in Hawes Township,
as 1s Barton City.

The Township contains a land area of 14,800 acres of which 1,652 are maintained
by the United States Forest Service and 840 acres are maintained by the State

of Michigan,

Inventory and Deficiencies

Property

l. Brownlee Lake Park - This park, consisting of one acre with a beach, iz used
for swimming. There are no developments planned for the next live rears.

Other Publicly Owned Property

2. Public Access Site - on the West Branch River, maintained bv the State
Waterways Division. A private marina adjoins this site.

Privatelyv Owned Recreation Propertvy

3. Timber Creek Resorts - This area, formeriy known as Mt. Maria, is primariiv
1 ski and winter sports area; it is also a scenic attraction. It has
recently come under new ownership, and there are reportedly plans for its
enlarzement.

+. Deep Woods Taxidermy - located on the south shore of Hulbard Lake, this
facility has one of northern Michigan’s largest wildlife showrcoms and
serves as a wildlife taxidermy museum.

S0
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HAYNES TOWNSHIP

Haynes Township is located on the shore of Lake Huron in the northeast part of
Alcona County and consists of approximately 34 square miles or 21,700 acres of
land. The population decreased 3.5% from 569 persons in 1980 to 349 in 1990,
according to preliminary figures from the 1990 Census released by the U.S,.
Census Burcau. Most of the population is loecated along Lake Huron and U.S. 23,

Circulation in the Township is provided via State Highway U.S. 23 and South
Shore Drive and Poor Farm Road, all north and south routes. East-west travel
is facilitated via McNeil Road, a County hard-surfaced road.

Lake Huron forms the east boundary of the Township. Milliken and Crystal Lakes
are located in the west part of the Township. Hasynes Creek and Sucker Creek
ficw into the Black River and provide good trout fishing.

The State maintains 300 acres in the Township as part of the Alpena State
rorest, and the United States Forest Service manages 1,311 acres in the Town-
ship as part ol the Huron National Forest.

There are no developed public recreational areas or faciiities swned by the

Township.

Inventory and Deficiencies

Other Publicly Owned Property

1. Sturgeon Point Lighthouse - This federally owned lichthouse is located
within the Township. It has become a major tourist atiraction. Each summer
the Alcona Historical Society offers tours of this verv old, but stili-
working, facility. A ¢ift shop is also located on the premises. The 3tate
of Michigan, which owns the {0 acres surrounding the lighthouse, has no
pians in the immediate future for the develcpment of this property.

Privately Owned Recreation Facilities

<2

2. tedarbrook Trout Farm - fishing attraction.
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MIKADO TOWNSHIP

Mikado Township consists of 72 square miles or 16,080 acres of land located in
the south central portion of the County.

The U.3. Forest Service maintains approximately 19,922 acres of land in the
Huron Nationmal Forest and the State of Michigan maintains 1,720 acres in the
AuSable State Forest in Mikado Township.

DeLap Lake is the only lake located in the Township. The Pine River is the
main tributary flowing through the Township and is fed by Samvn, Kurtz, Wal-
lace, Bryant, McDonald, Roy, Gilmet, McGillis, Grev, Duval and Ettam Creeks.
Good to excellent trout fishing is found on all the tributaries.

Yikado Township had 863 residents in 1980 and 852 persons in 1990 which repre-
sents a 1.3% decrease for the decade. The main concentration of residents is
around the unincorporated area of Mikado and along F-41, in the eastern portion
of the Township.

Inventory and Deficiencies

froperty

1. Bruce Park - This property consists of two or three acres on the north side
of F-30. No plans currently exist te expand or improve existing facili-
ties,

Ball Parks: A

There are two baseball diamonds, located one mile east of Mikado on Barlow
Road (approximately 200 yards north). The Mikado Area Development spon-
sored and funded the conversion of a former dump site to these two dia-
monds, which are used for men’s and women’s softball, as well as for Little
League baseball.

2

Another baseball diamond is situated on five acres on the sast zide of F-i1
at the south end of Mikado. This diamond is used mainly by leagues for
hasebhall.

3, The Township also owns a 10 acre cemetery on F-30.

Pupblic Buildines

Old Bailey School - This property is located on approximatsly one acre of
land six miles west of Mikado on F-30 near Bean Hill Road. The school has
bezn converted into a historical site and museum. [t is maintained by the
County historical society, and improvements have been paid for through
their own fund raising activities.

e

3. Township Hall - Also known as the Mikado Civic Center, this building sits
on approximately three acres on F-41, It includes a 90" x 120’ auditor:usm,
Litchen, library, and a conference room. It is a multi-use facilitv and is
available for wedding receptions, etc. The Township has purchased this

bl liding with revenue sharing monies trom the Mikado Area Development.



o

Vvew Township Fire Hall - This building is located about 100 yards north of

F-30 on F-41.

Other Publicly Owned Property

f Land - Located south of the ball diamond on F-41 and east of
the Township Hall, this land was purchased by the Mikado Area Development.
Plane for future development include the construction of a pavilion, devel-
opment of a basketball court, tennis court, ice skating rink, soccer field,
a drain field for the Township Hall, and installation of playground equip-

10 Acres o

ment.

Pine River National Forest Campground - Located at the old State trout

rearing ponds in the Huron National Forest, this recreation facility has an

11 unit primitive campground with toilets, and hand pumped water; a picnic
pavilion and grills for group meetings; and foot access to brook trout
fishing on the Pine River. Current plans call for renmovation of this

recreation site over the next five to ten year period.

vandercooke Trailhead - Located on Michigan State land approximately three
miles west of Cruzen Road on Vandercooke Road, this a loading point for 54
miles of groomed snowmobile trails that connect to the Huron Snowmobile
Trails System in Oscoda and losco Counties.

Privately Owned Recreational Facilities

10. Chippewa Indian Settlement and

Golden Arrow Campground - historic attrac-

tion and licensed private campground located on Kings Corner Road in Mikado

(1}
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MILLEN TOWNSHIP

Millen Township is located in the central part of Alcona County and consists of
72 sgquare miles, or 46,980 acres. The United States lPorest Service maintains
approximately 29,430 acres tn the Huron National Forest in Millen Township.

Lukes inciude Trout, Clear, Horseshoe, Reid, Little Trout, Bliss, Jewell, Tubbs
and Sprinkler. The Pine River flows through the Township fed hy Loud, McGil-
lis, Gilmet and Backus Creeks.

The area is accessible via M-63, which runs north and south in the west part of
the Township, and via M-72, the east/west route.

The population in 1980 was 364 persons and increased to 417 in 1990. according
to prelimirnary {igures released by the U.8. Census Bureau. This represents a
14.6% gain in the number of people living in the Township. Most of the popula-
tion is located around Jewell Lake in the unincorporated area of Barton City.

[nventory and Deficiencies

1. Barton City Community Park - consists of 4.3 acres with an easement to
Jewell Lake. The park entrance is on Trask Lake Road. Existing facilities
include a hall diamond, picnic facilities and playground equipment. Resi-
dents would like to see the following facilities developed in the park: an
outdoor pavilion, a ftennis court and an outdoor bhasketball court. The
money would be raised through contributions, local monies, and possibly
some form of zZrant.

2. Millen Township owns a cemetery on Trask Lake Road, one mile east of Barton
City. This five acre parcel mav need to be expanded in the future, and

negotiations with neighboring property owners will need to be made.

Public Buildingsg

3. Fire Hall - Located in Hawes Township, this is a joint venture with Milien
Township. No repairs are anticipated within the next five vears.

Millen Township has no other property. The majority of property within
Millen Township is Federal Forest land (over 30%). The following parks

within the Township are Federally owned:

Other Pul:liciv Owned Propertvy

1. dewell Lake Campground - 40 acres maintained by the United States Forest
Service, Facilities inciude a boat ramp, 32 primitive campsites, pump-
tyvpe water, primitive restroom facilities, a picnic area and 2 nature
trail, A snowmobile trailhead is proposed for this site, which is sched-
iled for major renovation over the next five to ten vear period.

A
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Horseshoe Lake Camperound - maintained by the United States Forest Service.
This is a smail campground with nine primitive campsites, pump-tyvpe water,
primitive restroom facilities, a boat launch, and a hiking trail. The park
is surrounded by the Huron National Forest.

Reld Lake Foot Travel Area ~ owned and maintained by the United States
Forest 3ervice. Located about 19 miles west of Harrisville, this 32,000 acre
area has primitive campsites and pump-type water, as well as over six miles
of hikine/cross country ski trails. Four fishing piers on Reid Lake make
angiing for rainbow trout and hybrid suni#ish much ~asier.

ivately Owned Recreation Facilities'

7.

.

Barton City Eagies Club - This privately owred facility, formerly Barton
ity Elementary School, is located on 20 acres. It is 3tili used by the
fownshin as a meeting hall and a voting facilitw.
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MITCHELL TOWNSHIP
Mitchell Township consists of 144 square miles or approximately 92,160 acres,
located in the northwest part of Alcona County.

The pepulation of Mitchell Township was 290 in 1990; it increased 16.9% from
the 248 residents in 1980.

Approximately 289,172 acres are maintained by the United States Forest Service
as part of the Huron National Forest.

The AuSable River flows through the southwest part of Mitchell Township.

Bucks Pond, and O’Brien, Byron, Penoyer, Hoist, Sunny, Horseshoe, McCollunm,
Cranberry, Sand, Meyer, Croocked, McFee, and Lake in the Green Lakes are located
within the Township. Penoyer and Liverpool Creeks drain into the AuSable River
while McGinn, Indian, Robbs, Clear, Silver, Little Wolf and Wildcat Creeks
drain into the Thunder Bay River.

Access to the area is limited to M-65, a north-south State Hichway, and in
part to M-72, an east-west State route.

Inventory and Deficiencies

Property:

1. Mitchell Township Park - Located on M-72, 3.3 miles west of Curran, this
park consists of approximately 65 acres with .23 miles of frontage on
Crooked Lake. It is used mainly for swimming and picnicking. Bathhouses
and toilets are provided for users as well as an outdoor pavilion and a
crude hoat launch site. There are no future plans within the next ten
vears for developing the land further. The feelings of Township residents
are to keep the park use limited to residents of the Township. There has
been an on-going project, funded through Township monies, to upgrade and
maintain the beach area.

2. Gravel Pits - The Township owns two gravel pits, one located one mile east
of Curran on Tower Road and the other on M-63 in the northern part of the
Township. Fach pit is approximately three acres and is open for use by the
Township residents. There are no future plans tor either of these sites.

3. <{emeteries - The Township owns two cemeteries. One is located one mile
east of M-635 on Small Road; the other is located 10 miles north of Curran
on Cemetery Road.

d-

» One-half acre of property in Curran - cowned by the Township.



2

6.

Public Buildings

Mitchell Township Hall - Formerly the Curran Elementary School, this build-
ing rests on four acres. The hall is used for weekly and annual meetings as
well as being open for public use. It has been renovated with the funding
coming from local monies and revenue sharing. No plans for further renova-
tion are foreseen for the next five years. The grounds surrounding the
hall have a picnic area, tennis courts, a ball diamond and a playground
area. There are no plans for developing the grounds any further, other than
a possible expansion of the playground facilities. This will most likely

be funded with Township money.

Fire Hall - The Fire Hall is owned by the Township; Fire Department serv-
ices are provided by the Township.

Other Publicly Ouwned Propeftx

7.

10.

Hoist Lakes Area - is owned and maintained by the United States Forest
Service. This area, located about seven miles north of Glennie and 22 miles
west of Harrisville, comprises over 10,000 acres. The seven small lakes
several attractive camping and fishing sites; the steep rolling
terrain provides scenic vistas for the hiker and a challenge to the cross
country skier. In all, over 20 miles of cross country/hiking trails are

available at this site.

contain

0’Brien Lake - This 10 acre designated trout lake is located about two and
a half miles east of the community of McKinley. In 1990, in cooperation
with the Northeast Michigan Sportsmen’s Club, a barrier-free fishing access
was constructed on the north side of the lake. The facilities include a
640 foot wooden walkway, a 50 foot T-shaped fishing pier, a barrier free
toilet and a parking lot. This site of fers barrier-free fishing in a very

remote and primitive setting.

State Forest Campground at McCollum Lake - Located in the AuSable State
Forest, 8.5 miles northwest of Curran via M-65 and McCollum Lake Road, this
area has 30 campsites; it offers a boat launch facility and fishing areas.

r - Above Forest Road 4001, the AuSable River is designated as
The river is managed by the U.S. Forest Service,.
The

AuSable Rive
a National Scenic River.
Just below the bridge over the AuSable on F.R. 4001 is a river access.

river access facilities include a primitive boat launch, restrooms, and
parking areas.
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ALCONA COUNTY INVENTORY

Dur tremendous resources make this area an exceptionally appealing mecva for
the camper, fisherman, hunter and vacationer. Recreation plays a big part in
the economic and land use patterns of Alcona County. The various facilities and
recreational activities draw not only the transient tourist, but also n great
number of summer residents. {Alcona County ranks seventh among Michigan coun-
ties in numbers of temporary residences. In 1980, 4,995 temporary residences
were recorded, up 80% from 1960. Alcona County ranks fifth in the percent of
total housing nnits that are seasonal at 53.3%. In Michigan as a whole, 6% of
housing units are seasonal.) Although summer is generally considered the resort
season, the trend has been toward expanding the winter recreational opportuni-
ties fto make tourism a year-round activity.

Approximately 74.0% of the land in Alcona County is forested, and State and
Federal Forest areas comprise about 35.8% of this. Most of these areas.
hecause of public ownership, are open to the public for hunting, hiking, camp-
ing, and other sporting activities. Private hunting clubs comprise a vast
number of acres, particularly in the northwestern portion of the County. Game
animals of significance tinclude: deer, bear, fox, rabbits, racoon, squirrel,
and bobcat. Game lowl include: ducks, geese, ruffed grouse, woodcock and
turkey,

Facilities on the Federal forests are utilized primarily for primitive campine.
The State Park in Harrisville and the park at Alcona Dam Pond near Glennie
offer modern camping facilities.

A new State Park campground is currently being developed north of Black River
in Alcona Township. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources approved plans
for the development of Negwegon State Park in November of 1989. This park,
which includes 1720 acres of land, falls partly in Alcona County and partly in
Alpena County. Present facilities allow for primitive camping; there are
hiking and nature trails. Funding for future development is expected to he
available by the mid 1990’s. The zoning plan recommended would include 420
acres {14.1%) of the park as a general zone, 270 acres (9%) as a recreation
zone, 180 acres (6%) as a historic zone, and 1,935 acres (34.3%) as a natural
area zcne, The proposed recreation area would contain 100 campsites with full-
time on-site staffing, hiking trails, picnic areas, and boardwalks. The north-
ern shore would be dedicated as an environmental shoreline area, and inciudes
approximately 720 acres under private ownership. This acreage will he pur-
chased by the State, if and when the owners choose to sell. An additional 345
acres are currently in State ownership. The additions of these two segmencs -
land would bring park boundaries to approximately 2,985 acres.

L

As recorded in the Michigan Recreation Facility Inventory conducted by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, in 1981 there were three areas with
snowmobile trails for a total of 17.35 miles of trails: six areas wore open Lo
snowmobiling, with a fotal of more than 115,000 acres being open to snowmobii-
ing. Since that time, local officials have concentrated much effort on the
further development of the snowmobile trail system. In the 1990-%1 seasoun, 3
miles &f Lrails were groomed. [t is their intention that this system, when

§1
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completed, will contain approximately 91 miles of trails traversing the County
from east to west.

Another significant part of Alcona's tourism is attributed to the 362 miles of
streams (31 main streams, 331 tributaries), the 233 inland bodies of water, and
the 27.4 miles of Lake Huron shoreline that are found in the County. These
water resources are utilized for the full range of water related activities.

In addition to the.catches of trout, bass and perch, fishermen converge on the
area for Coho and Chinook salmon. (In 1984, 2,012 residential annual fishing
licenses were issued for Alcona County. )

There are numerous public access sites, which in most cases have facilities for
boat launching. In addition to these is Harrisville Harbor and the adjacent
Michigan Department of Natural Resources launch site, which accommodates the
pleasure craft traveling on Lake Huron.

Other public facilities include: ball fields, community buildings and fair-
grounds. Commercial and private facilities, though less plentiful, are also
very important in considering the recreational amenities of the area.

In addition to these recreation opportunities, a skiing facility, cross county
ski trails, ice rinks, and golf courses offer active recreation outlets. For
those who prefer a more passive form of recreation, fall color tours, arts and
crafts shows, fishing tournaments, snowmobile races, Barbershop Harmony con-
certs, and other festival weekends are available throughout the year. Various
older structures, some dating from 1869, serve as museums to preserve the
historic life of yesteryear. Roadside picnic sites, often in areas of great
beauty, are located in many areas of the County.

More information about some of the specific recreation opportunities in the
County is included in the following pages. Among the items to follow is a list
of scenic and historic places in the County and a map indicating their respec-
tive locations; a map outlining the snowmobile trail system within the County;
several pages giving locations and other information about hiking opportuni-
ties; and charts indicating fishing opportunities and ideal fishing locations
in the County.

¥hile all of these properties and facilities, and the opportunities that they
provide, are available within the County, it is important to note that they are
not owned or operated by Alcona County. They represent the sum of the proper-
ties listed individually by township and governmental unlt in the inventories
for these units, ownership has been defined.

The recreation properties owned by the County are Harrisville Recreation Area
in Harrisville, Alcona Recreation Area near Lincoln, and two small natural
access sites to Lake Huron in Greenbush Township. Harrisville Recreation Area
is described more completely in the Basis for Action section on page 78, Alcona
Recreation area on page 80. The two sites in Greenbush Township are small
natural access sites on Lake Huron. The areas are not used enough to warrant
construction or renovation of any type. The map on pade 63 indicates the loca-
tion of all three areas,

e
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1 Harrisville Recreation Area
2 Alcona Recreation Areszs
3 Access sites on Lake Huron
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Although none of these sites is County owned or operated, all are found within
the County’s boundaries and offer recreation opportunities.

INVENTORY OF SCENIC AND HISTORIC AREAS

Map Name or Identity Type of Location . Present Use
No. of Area Area Township Highway " Description of Area of Area
1 Chippewa Indian Historic | Mikado King's Indian Settlement - homes, church, and | Indian Settlement
Reservation T25N,RBE Corner Rd | burial ground : o o
2 Indian Corn Fields | Historic | Haynes Poor Farm | Old Indian planting muonsm..mm acres ofi Idle - woodland
T27N,RI9E Road corn hills
3 Indian Fort Historic | Mikado Stout Rd. Earth embankments of 2-3 mowm fort; Second growth woods
T25N,RTE last stand of vanished Indian tribe C
4 Alcona Ghost Town Historic | Haynes Alcona Rd.| Abandoned Settlement Tourist Attraction
T27N,R9E
] Sturgeon Point Historic | Haynes Point Rd. Lighthouse erected in 1869; stands on Maritime museunm
Lighthouse T27N,R10E fartheat east point of land along the
shore between Saginaw Bay and Straits
6 Black Rock Histeoric | Harris- 1.5.23 Large black rock on Lake Huron Shore, Undeveloped
ville -south of Springport; used as a landmark
T26N,R9E and gathering place for Indians
7 Timber Creek Scenic Hawes Mt. Maria | High hill on south end of Hubbard Lake Skiing enterprise
Resort T27N, R7E | Road overlooking lake
8 0ld Bailey School Historic | Mikado Mikado & One of few remaining log school houses | Tourist Attraction
T25N,R7E Glennie Rd| in the State
9 Paul Bunyan and Scenic Caledonia |-U.S. 23 Statue of Paul & Babe and lookout tower| Tourist Attraction
Babe, His Blue Ox T28N,R8E overlooking Lake Huron and Alpena
10 Springport Inn Historic | Harris- U.8. 23 Springport Inn, home of early settler; Bed and Breakfast ¢
ville . remains of boat dock
T28N,RBE

64
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Map Name or Identity ewum of Location
No. of Area . Airea eo::m:wu Highway Description of Area Present Use of Area
11 AuSable River Scenic Curtis AuSable Scenic point overlooking AuSable River | National Forest
Overlook T25N,R5E Road and Alcona Dam Pond
12 Scenic View Scenic Haynes U.8. 23 Scenic hill overlooking shoreline, Idle Grassland
T27N,R9E Sturgeon Point Lighthouse & Lake Huron
13 Country Schoolhouse| Historic | Greenbush | Cedar Lake| 01d Country Schoolhouse, dating from Tourist Attraction
T25N,RIE Road 1869
14 Indian Mound Historic | Hawes No nearby | Indian Mound at junction of Little Woodland - private
T27N,R7E road North Creek and West Branch River; hunting club
campground & meeting place for Indians
15 Indian Mounds Historic | Alcona Fox Road Indian mounds located near Badger Lake | Private Club
T28N, RBE :
16 Chicago Junction Historic | Mitchell Trask Furthest point to which railroad ex- lindeveloped; wood-
T27N,R6E Lake Rd. tended during logging days; freight land
unloading point for logging camps
beyond
17 Black River Historic | Alcona Black One time fishing village, later lum- Village
T28N,ROE River Rd. ber day metropolis, then fishing vill- i
age; foundations and some buildings
still standing

n
L

-
—
-
—n
—



SCENIC AND HISTORIC AREAS - ALUUNA LUUNIY, MILHLGAN
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Hiking

US Department of Agriculture Huron National Forests
Forest Service 7/88

Over 35 miles of trails suitable for hiking are available in Alcona County. Sone
trails are specifically for hiking, while some allow other summer uses such as
horses. In addition, there are cross-country ski trails which make for ideal
non-winter hiking.

The following list iricludes trails in the Huron National Forest found in Alcona
and other northeast Michigan counties. Most of the trails listed are linear
trails. Generally, the Cross-Country Ski trails and the Inte3rpretive (Nature)
trails consist of loops of varying lengths, Trails marked with the symbol (*)

have a detailed handout page available.

TOTAL
TRAIL NAME TRAIL TYPE DISTRICT COUNTY MILES
¥Midland-Mackinac Hiking Mio Crawford 11,43
Hinchman X-C Ski Mio Oscoda 3.9
*Corsair X-C 8ki Tawas Iosco 17.1
Highbanks X-C Ski Tawas Iosco 6.0
*Hoist Lake Hiking/8ki Harrisville Alcona 16.0
*Reid Lake Hiking/Ski Harrisville Alcona 5.0
*Shore-To-Shore (Segment C) Horse/Hiking Mio Crawford 12.95
Horse/Hiking Mio Oscoda 24,87
*Shore-To-Shore (Segment B) Horse/Hiking Harrisville Oscoda B.25
Horse/Hiking Harrisville Alcona 13.75
*Shore~To-Shore (Segment A) Horse/Hiking Tawas Tosco 25.0
*Island Lake Interpretive Mio Oscoda 1.06
Horseshoe Lake Interpretive Harrsville Alcoﬁa 1.0
*Jewell Lake Interpretive Harrisville Alcona 76
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Foot Travel Area

Cross-Country Skiing

ITniled Slates @
ltepartmenl of it
Agriculture

Foresl Seevier

Huran Halional Furest
Harrisville Ranger District
{517) 724-5431¢

| £

Hoist Lakes

4/86

LOCATION

The area is located about 7 miles N
of Glennie and 22 miles W of Harris-
ville in the central part of Alcona
County, Michigan in T26N, RSE and
T26N, RBE.

ACCESS

There is a trail head parking area

on the east and west side of the’

area.

From Harrisville take M-72 W 22
miles to M-65, +turn § for about 0.5
mi. to the east parking lot.

From Glennie take M-65 N 7 miles to
the east parking lot.

For access to the west parking lot
take M-65 S from the east parking
lot for 2 miles to Sunny Lake Rd.,
then turn N for about 3 miles to the
west parking lot.

NARRATIVE

This area is managed for foot travel
recreation only; vehicle use is
restricted. The area is especially
well suited for this purpose. It
contains 7 small lakes and steep
rolling terrain, The lakes contain
several attractive camping and fish-
ing sites and the steep hills pro-
vide scenic vistas for the hiker and
a challenge to the experienced cross
country skier. Just south of Byron
Lake there is an especially scenic
vista.

TRAIL LENGTH

32 km (20.1 mi.) for all segments.

SIZE OF ARFA

10,600 acres

69

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS

The area contains a combination
hiking and cross country ski trail.
The trail is marked with light blue
diamond markers and "You Are Here"
maps at each trail intersection., On
hills the trail is wide enough to
permit skiers coming down the hill
to avoid skiers coming up the hill.
Please satay on the right on these
segments of trail. The trail is not
groomed or patrolled. It is rou-
tinely checked to ensure hazards are
removed and trail markers are in
place.

Around Byron and South Hoist Lakes
there are benches and campsites.

USE
Weekends/Holidays: Moderate to light
Weekdays: Light

RECOMMENDED SEASON

Year-round
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Cross-Country Skiing

FOOT TRAVEL AREA

Reid Lake

e o 7-84
LOCATION Hukbard
(T
The trail is located in the central
part of Alcona County, Michigan in . { Ail B
T26N, R6E, about 19 miles west of e S\ s oo
Harrisville, oo " .1 Y -
ACCESS Oertinile . oy
@ Gleanie
From Harrisville take M-72 W. 19 mi. S &
to the Reid Lake Foot Travel Area, ane braxh 5
Ciy T
From Mio take M-72 E. 21 mi. to jct.
with M-65 near Curran. Stay on M-72 Hale .
for about 10 mi. to the Reid Lake Eaat A
Foot Travel Area. & ) f M
whilemen ws Cdy
E The trail head is a parking

lot on the §. side of M-7Z,

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS

History: The Reid Lake core area was
under private ownership until 1966
when it was purchased by the U.S.
Forest Service. Much of it was
farmed into the 1960's, which is
evidenced by open fields and a small
orchard. Surrounding the farm area
are some of the best hardwoods in
the Harrisville District.

In 1975, Reid Lake Foot Travel Area
was established for the purpose of
non-motorized recreation, especially
hiking and cross-country skiing. A
network of trails was developed
around Reid Lake itself by Youth
Conservation Corps Crews. The
trails are located on gently rolling
terrain, providing skiing pleasure
for the novice and intermediate
level skiers.

Foresl Service United Slales

iluren Halional Forest @ llepartmenl of
Harrisville Runger District Agricullure

(517) 724-5431

70

There is no ski patrol and the
trails are not groomed. The trail
is routinely checked to ensure haz-
ards are removed and trail markers
are in place. Light blue, diamond-
shaped blazers on trailside trees,
or posts, mark the trails, A "You
Are Here" map is at each trail
intersection.

SE

Weekends/Holidays: Moderate on loop
to Reid Lake, light to moderate on
other loops.

Weekdays: Light on all 1oops.

RECOMMENDED SEASON
Dec. 15-March 15, depending on snow
cover. Trails may be hiked during
snow-free periocds.

TRAIL LENGTH

9.7 km (6.1 mi.) for all scements,
Loop lensth varies from .2 to 2.1 km.



FISHING

US Department of Agriculture Huron National Forest
Forest Service

A wide variety of fishing experiences are available to the angler on the
lakes and streams of the Huron National Forest. The following list re-
presents some of the best of the fishing in the forest. The angler may
enjoy the small native brook trout streams, backwoods bass and bluegill
lakes, and the larger walleye and pike lakes. Steelhead, chinook salmon,
coho salmon, and Atlantic salmon can be caught in the Pine River of'Alcona
County. Great Lakes angling is available at Harrisville.

FISHING ~ ALCONA COUNTY LOCATIONS IN THE HURON NATIONAL FOREST
T ] T
tpshslro|nfly|w]cypecls|B|BIR
A ME L I 0 E A H 0 T R R A
Ri Ay UfGUlIREIL|LII|JH|]JE|O|OH I
G L E E T L L N 0 E 0 W N
E L G R || H 0 E 0 L K N B
M M I E W Y ] S H i 0
0 0 L M R E K A E T Tp Wi
ul ol Liuj Njep Ly alRfiR]
T T S E 3 M D 0 0 T
B H Ki{PiRI Ao Ul 04R
E I C L N T T 0
B B i L K H M U
A A L E 0 T
S s U N
3 ] N
G
E
Alcona Dam Pond | X 0. X X :
Bliss Lake X X X
Blockhouse Creek ? f X
Horseshoe Lake ' X
i | | ”
| Jewell Lake | X Xy X '
| North Hoist Lake g
Pine River I ] x| x x | x
i
Reid Lake i X
South Hoist Lake i X
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SPECIES

Bass (small mouth
& large mouth)

Bluegill-Sunfish

Pike, Northern

Perch, Yellow
Steelhead
Trout, Brook

Trout, Rainbow

Trout, Lake

Trout, Brown

Walleve

FISHING OPPORTUNITIES

IN THE

ALCONA COUNTY AREA

WATER BODY

Hubbard Lake
Alcona Dam Pond
Byron Lake

Vaughn Lake
Crooked Lake
McCullom Lake
North Hoist Lake
Indian Lakes

Sprinkler Lake
Hubbard Lake
Alcona Dam Pond
Jewell Lake

Hubbard Lake
Bvron Lake

Pine River
Black River

Fine River & Tributaries
Black River

Lake Huron @ Harrisville
Pine River

AuSable River

South Hoist Lake
Horseshoe Lake

0'Brien Lake

Reid Lake

Lake Huron @ Harrisville
Q0'Brien Lake
Lake Huron

AuSable River

Alcona Dam Pond
Hubbard Lake

LOCATION

28N/TE
25N/5E
26N/5E

25N/6E
27N/5E
28N/4-5E
26N/5E
25N/6E

26N/TE
28N/TE
25N/5E
26N/TE

28N/TE
26N/5E

25-26N/6-9E
28N/SE

25-26N/6-9E
28N/9E

26N/9E
25-26N/6-9E
25-26N/4-5E
26N/5E
26N/5E
26N/5E
26N/6E

26N/9E

26N/5E

26N/9E
25~26N/4-5E

25N/5E
2BN/TE

ACCESS

Boat Ramp
Boat Ramp
Walk-in

Boat Ramp
Boat Ramp
Boat Ramp
Walk-1in

Boat Access

Walk-in

Boat Ramp
Boat Ramp
Boat Ramp

Boat Ramp
Walk-in

Walk-in
Both

Walk-in
Both

Both
Walk-in
Both
Walk-in
Boat Ramp
Walk-in
Walk-in

Boat Ramp
Walk-in
Boat Ramp

Walk-in

Boat Ramp
Boat Ramp



RECREATION NEED ANALYSIS

The following chart indicates the number of recreation facilities in lhe County
and assesses the number nceded based on the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources gnidelines tor the number needed for each 1,000 residents.

RECREATION FACILITIES

i
i
i

i

j Minimum Needed for Number of Existing

| Tcilio 1,000 people acilities | feeded |

! Archery Ranges 1/50,000 people B *1 0-1 ,

f Ballfields 1/3,000 people lﬁ 0 -~?

i —_— b

i| Golf Courses 1/25,000 people %3 0 |
Picnic Areas 1 table/200 people adequ;;; faé;lities-__mﬁ*".d“-——uml
Playgrounds 1/3,000 people ” 7 h 0 |

I Rgglgh;anges 1/50,000 people *¥1 0-1 B

h-Soccer Fields 1/20,000 people 4 0 -

._Swimming Pools 1/20,000 people B 0 1 B

jn&enni; Coﬁ;;s 1/2,000 peo;z; 8 0

ﬁngéat Laun;;;s 1 parking space/400 people *¥%13 0
Aé;;;grounds 1 campsite/150 peocple adeguate facilities 0

1 Cross Country Ski Tr.| 1 mile/l0,00b people adequate facilities 0

{-Hiking Tr;;IS 1 mile/ 5,000 people adequate facilities 0

E'"Snowmobile Trails 1 mile/3,000 people adequate facilities 0

~ Art. Ice Rinks (Out.)| 1/20,000 people *x] 0

.Wgut.Basketball Cts. 1/5,000 people i 1

;“;f;;;e or all of these recreation facilities are located on private property and are

| not open to the general public. o

i %% This represents the number of boat launch sites; the number of parking spaces is not |

|l

| iig”?ﬁis figure represents man-made ice rinks, not rinks with artificial ice. l

ﬁ-;rQQA;Sugg;;;ed F;;i;ity DeveL;;Eent Standards" and "Michigan Recreation Sgpg:;;;;;y

i Standards" as established in Community Recreation Planning . Michigan Department ot
Natural Resources, 1988,
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DESCRIPTION QOF THE PLANNING PROCESS

February 21, 1990

Alcona County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to contract
with NEMCSA to update the 1985 Recreation Master Plan.

April 15, 1990

Alcona County Board of Commissioners signed a contract with NEMCSA for
preparation of Recreation Master Plan update.

August 15, 1990

NEMCSA staff appeared at Alcona County Board of Commissioners regularly
scheduled meeting to discuss progress on the Plan.

August 15, 1990 )
Alcona County Board of Commissioners appointed a committee to assist
¥EMCSA with Plan preparation.

September 19, 1990

NEMCSA sent copies of 1985 inventory to each City, Village, and Township
in Alcona County for review and update.

January 2, 1991 Notice of Public Comment Period legal notice was run in

Alcona County newspapers stating that public input was being taken on
the update of the Alcona County Recreation Master Plan.

January 2 through January 11, 1991, Written Public Input Period

{no written comments received)

January, 1991
Draft copies of 1991 Recreation Master Plan mailed to all Recreation

Committee Members for review and comment. Goal setting sessions set,

January 14, 1991
workshop planning session with Alcona County Recreation Committee as
appointed on 8-15-90. Present was representation of the County Board as
well as the Parks and Recreation Commission. Short and long term goals,
priorities, and capital improvement scheduling discussed.

January 17, 1991
Workshop planning session with Alcona County Recreation Commission to
review goals set by the County appointed recreation committee. Public
was invited to attend. Meeting included representation from the National
Forest Service, the local DNR office, the public schools, the Lincoln
Lvons as well as Recreation Commissioners. Entire plan was reviewed and
input included.

January 25, 1891
Draft plan sent to MDXR for preliminary review.



12,

14,

15,

16,

18.

19,

January 28, 1991
A Plan approved by Alcona County Parks and Recreation Commission.

February 27, 1991
Public notice was printed in Alcona County Review and Alcona Herald
indicating that final copies of the Plan with all input to date, in-
cluding comments, corrections, and revisions which emerged from MDAR
review were available for public review prior to public hearing to be
held on March 20, 1981,

February 27, 1991 _
Copies of final revised Areawide Recreation Plan sent to public library
in Harrisville and branches in Lincoln and Glennie and to United States
Post Office in Black River for inspection and review by the public.

March 6, 1991
Front page stories in both local newspapers (Alcona County Review and
Alcona Herald) on the Areawide Recreation Plan, with an indication of
some of its major components; newspaper stories again indicated date of
public hearing.

Mapch 20, 1991
Public Hearing held in Alcona County Building at 1:30 p.m. {(Input
included on page 75g.)

March 20, 1991
Alcona County Board of Commissioners gave approval to the fimal draft
of the Areawide Recreation Plan.

March, 1991
Final copy of the plan, with adoption documentation of all units of
government {Alcona County, Alcona Township, Curtis Township) and adop
tion documentation of appropriate recreation commissions and committes
transmitted to Regional Planning Agency (NEMCOG} for review.

March, 1991
Final copy of the plan, with adoption documentaticn of all units of
government and appropriate recreation commissions submitted to MDXR
for approval.

bt |
[S1]



___NEMCSA

Northeast Michigan Community Service Agency,

2373 Gordon Road _
Alpena, Michigan 49707 = (517) 356-3474

~

TO: Barbara Dunn, Alcona County Review

LT e
FROM: Kay Kniep, Planner"(ﬁ;ﬁ&i

RE: Attached

DATE: January 2, 19791

Please run the two Requests for Public Comment within the
public notice section of the Review in the gearliest available

issue.
These notices should run once and do not reguire a&ar

affidavit. Billing should be sent to my attention at the address

above.
Should vyou have any questions, please do not hesitate tc

contact me at 3I56—3474.

Thank you.

" NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIGD
. ALCONA COUNTY RECREATION MASTER PLAN

The County of Alcona is in the process of preparing its §
Recreation Mastet Plan for the period from January 1,
1991 through December 31, 1996,- This plan will include
goals and objectives and a- capital' improvements

~ schedule for recreation planning within the County.

At this time; the County is seeking public comment on
recreation planning. Comments should be mailed to
Northeast Michigan Community Service Agenéy, Inc.,
Attention’ Sally Lindsey, Grant Writer, 2373 Gordon
Road, Alpena, Mi, 49707 by January 11, 1991.
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| A.f;f"ida\.fit of Publication

In the Matter of:
LD i Goanieg Mucasoncé: Beoregloore

STATE OF MIGRIGAN } o
GOUNTY OF ALCONA

WAYNE JACK, being first duly sworm, saysthathe is publisher
of the Alcona County Herald, 2 newspaper published in the Eng-
Hish language for the dissemination of Iocal or transmitied

s T f Dk . d intellizence of a general character and legal news,
Notlce Of Pubhc ' ?vivi,:ha; z duluyigquuﬂed newspaper, and that annexed hereto
. s is a copy of a certain order taken from said newspaper, in
Hearmg' o which the order was published:
Areawide Romsﬂnn—‘ Planfor .
Alcona County ; ; _J{ s 27 S ?Q/
‘Public hearings on the propo-- . %/ ﬁ 4%;
sed Areawide Recreation Plan: /
for Alcona County (which inelud- ayd
es five-year recreation plans for: .9 / :
Alcons County, Alcona and. Subscribed and sworn to before me 2hi
Curtis Townships) to be submitt--
ed to the Department of Natural: Ao .7/
Resources will be held at the day of e 17
following times and locations: :
p.o. at Curtis Township Hall. ye ——
Alcona Township, March 12, otary Public, Alcona County, chigan
Efﬁ. p.m. at Alecona Township
neNzE LARSON
Alcona 'County, March 20 at My commission expires. Notans Puniic, AConG SoUnY. qc:)i:
1:30 p.m. at Alonnn_. County My Commission xpires Aprl 13,1 .

Courthouse, -

Copies of the plan will be

available after March 1st at the
Harrisville, Glennie and Lincoln
branches of the Alcona County
Library and the Black River Post
Office during normal business

bec

hours,. - _
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Affidavit of Publication

—

In the Matter of the Estate of

Notice of public hearing, areawide recreation plan for Alcona County

STATE OF MICHIGAN, | o Jaties L. Dunn being first duly sworn,

says that he is the publisher of the Alcona County Review, a

ED““FCI : []Fﬂ ,_E[]HH 5 newspaper publizshed in the English language for the dissemination
of local or transmitted news and intelligence of a general character
— and legal news, which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that

annexed hereto is a copy of a certain order taken from said

newspaper, in which the order was published.
February 27, 1991 issue

James L. Dunn

Subscribed and sworn to bifofe me this ¥th

day of amarch ,19 91
~
BABARA A, DUMN bt 0.1
_._ BAR: . i . .iry, Michigan
NOTARY PUSLIC - oty wdyotary Public, Aleo: o g
Y COMAHSION EXOHES g‘gg;ﬁctlng in Alcona wounty

My ission expires

‘Notice of Public Hearing .
Areawide Recreation Plan

“for Alcona County =7
Public hearings on the proposed Areuwide'_Rgé_rj'egh‘on
Plan for Alcona.County thicl'r includes five year. recrea-
tion plans for “Alcona County, Alcona and" Curtis
Townships) to be submitted'ta the Department of Nutural
Resources will be held at the following. times and loca-
tions: R N T o —

) BT E sk aria ot SETTE SRR R

Curtis Township  March 11 7p.n. Curtis.Twp. Hail

Alcona Township 'March 12: 7:30 p.m. Alcona Twp. Hall
AlconaCounty  March20 1:30 p.m. AlconaCa..

. Toongly s AT B Courtliause
Copies of the plan will be available after March 1st at -

the Harrisville, Glennie and Lincoln branches of the

Alcona County- Library and the: Black: River. Post. Office

during normal business hours.

s e o GTTema s A3 B WL = ar o s tm s o e e RT
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ALCONA HE R AL D COUNTY

N [ [

Areastobe
Developed

Public hearings on Alcona
County's recreation development
over the next five year period
will be held in three locations
throughout the county this week.
The hearings scheduled for
March 11 at 7 p.m. the Curtis
Township hall, March 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the Alcona Township
Hall and March 20 at.1:30 at the
Alcona County Courthouse, will
gllow residents of the County to
provide input to an Areawide

Recreation Master Plan which -

will be filed with the Department
of Natural Resources.

The 120-page document has
been developed ever the Ilast
year by the Alcona County Boerd

According to the plan, these two
areas represent the only enstmg

- County-owned recreational pro-

perties, are well established
points of interest to tourists and
residents and are easily accessed
by the public. :

At the HRA, the plan calls for
the addition of an entrance gate,
security lighting and bleachers,
the addition of a backstop at the
hardball diamond, playground
equipment, a basketball court
and 2 parking area. Priorities at
the ARA include practice felds
for football and soccer and
protection for the underground
irrigation system, fencing “and
gates to control pedestrian
access to paid events. The”
addition of portable bleachers
and playground eguipment are
also included as is a permanent
sheiter for trotter horses. The

75d

VOLUME FIGHTY-TWO Wednoeday, March 6, 1991 " - Numbe
“improvements to each site would
- - be funded through grant-doliars,
of Commissioners and Parks and -summer work programs.and local
. Recreation Commission memb- fund raising and service club
ers with the aissistance of projects.. . - . )
Community Devejppment staff . ~Aleona Township's action plan
- from Northeast Michigan Com- —outlines proposed improvements
munity Service Agency, Inc. ' to the 180-foot of Lake Huron
The document includes three frontage property at the mouth
action plans for recreation, one _of the Black River, including the
for the County as a whoie and addition of a barrier free,
individuai- plans for Alcona and -handicap access fishing pier. The
Curtis Township. In addition, an —plan also calls for creation of 2
inventory detaiis existing recre- pavilion and playground equip-
ation facilities and opportunities _ment for property in Arbu
in each township, city and village Shores owned by the Township
within the County. ‘ and landscaping, culverting,
The County’s, action plan .seeding, concrete picnic tables
designates the Harrisille' Recre- and permanent toilet facilities for
ation Area (HRA) and the Aleona. tlie Township property on the
Alcona ) - Recreation - Area (ARA) as East Shore of Hubbard Lake.
_ - .. multi-uge facilities to be develop- - ‘Development would be funded on
Recreauon ed over the next five years: through Township general funds,

locul fund-raising and DNR grant
-dollars.

Curtis Township's action plan
calls for continued development
. of; Alcona, Park. The park
“represents-tlie mzjor. recreation
. area in the-Township.and" has:.
doubled in “size- over- the past’
.decade- to- approximately 1,000
acres: Remodéling and repair of
the existing modern bathouse
-and modification of existing
facilities to actommodate handi-
capped users are among top
- priorities. In addition, plans cail
-for the additien of a full service
campground with 54 modern

-aites; additional playground

equipment, a day use beach in
the lower landing sres of the
" park; electrical service to the
East and West primitive camp-
grounds, and creation of a nature
trails and road repair improve-
ment are also included. Funding
for these projects ‘would come
from grant dollars and income
from park activities,
Any individual interested in
recreation within Alcona County
- may comment at the hearings or
submit written comment to
NEMCSA, 2373 Gordon Road,
Alpena, MI 48707, Attention:
Sally Lindsey. Copies of the plan

" are available at the Harrisviile,

Lincoln and Glennie branches of

the Alecona County Library and
_ the Black River Post Office

during normal business hours.
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Recreation plan is subject of hearings next week

Public hearings on Alcona Coun-
ty’s recreation development over the
next five year period will be held in
three locations throughout the coun-
ty this week. The hearings, sched-
uled for March 11 at 7 p.m. at the
Curtis Township Hall, March 12 at

7:30 p.m. at the Alcone Township
Hzll, and March 20 at 1:30 at the
Alcona County Courthouse, will
allow residents of the county to
provide input to an Areawide Recre-
ation Master Plan which will be filed
with the Department of Natural
Resources.

The 120-page document has been
developed over the.last year by the
Alcona County Board of Com-
missioners and Parks and Recreation
Commission members with the asais-
tance of Community Development
ataff from Northeast Michigan Com-
munity Service Agency, Inc.

The document incindes three ac-
tion plena for recxeation, ons for the
county as a whaole and individual
plans for Alcona end Curtis Town-

ship. In addition, an imnventory
details existing recreation facilities
and opportunities in each township,
city and village within the county.
The county's action plan desig-
pates the Harrisville Recreation
Area (HRA) and the Alcona Recrea-
tion Ares (ARA) as muiti-use facili-

the public.

At the HRA, the plan calls for the
addition of an entrance gate, secur-
ity lighting and hleachers, ths
addition of a backstop at the

MARCH 6, 1991 25 CER

hardball diamond, playgrou
equipment, a basketball court ant
parking area. Priorities at the Af
include practice fields for footb
and soccer and protection for t
underground irrigation system, fe:
ing and gates to control pedestri
seo RECREATION, page 3

RECREATION coatinned from page 1

access to paid events. The addition
of portabie bleachers and pisy-
ground equipment are also in-

cluded as is a permanent shelter..
for trotter horses. The improve-
ments to ezch site would be fonded -

through grant dollars, summer
work programs and loesl fund
raising and service elub projects.
Alcona Township’s action plan
outlines proposed improvements
to the 160 foot of Lake Huron
frontage property at the mouth of

the Black River, including the

addition of a barrier free, handicap
access fishing pier. The plan also
calls for creation of a pavilion and
playground equipment for proper-
ty io Arbu Shores owned by the
township and landscaping, cul-
verting, seeding, concrete picnic
tgbles and permanent toilet facii-
ties for the township property on

the East Shore of Hubbard Lake.
Development would be funded
through Township general funds,
local fundraising,. and DNR grant
dollars. '

Curtis Township’s action -plan.

calls for continued development of
Alcona Park. The park represeats
the major recreation ares in the
township and has doubled in size
over the past decade to approxi-
mately 1,000 acres. Remodeling
and repzir of the existing modern
bathhouse and modification of
existing facilities tb accommodats
handicapped users are among top
priorities. In addition, plans cail
for the addition of a full service
campground with 54 modern sites,
additonal playground equipment,

a day use beach in the lower

landing area of the park, electrical

75e

service to the east and west
primitive campgrounds, and crea-
tion of a recreation center at the
upper landing area. Further
develepment of nature trails and
road repair improvement are also
included. Funding for these pro-
jects would come from grant
dollars and income from park
activities,

Any individoal interested in
recreation within Alcona County
may comment at the hearings or
submit written comment to
NEMCSA, 2873 Gordon Road,
Alpena, Mi. 49707, Attention:
Sally Lindsey. Copies of the plan
are available at the Harrisville,
Lincoin and Glennie branches of
the Aleona County Library and the
Black River Post Office during
normal business hours.
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Public Hearing
Area Wide Recreation Master Plan

Alcona County, Michigan
March 20,1991
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SYNOPSIS OF COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING
ALCONA COUNTY

A Public Hearing was held on March 20, 1991, to allow for comment on the Area
Wide Recreation Plan. It was conducted at 1:30 p.m. at the Alcona County
Building. Ten members of the community were in attendance.

The following is a synopsis of comments:

Renee Desilets, representing the Alcona Soccer Association, expressed concern
that some of the very specific improvements that the Soccer Association has in
mind are not listed in the Plan. She expressed concern that this group might
not be ahle to obtain grants in the future because some of these items were not
specifically mentioned. Among the items which she indicated that the Soccer
Association wanted to accomplish at the Alcona Recreation Area in the next few
years were:

Fencing to protect the fields

Bathrooms

A permanent concession stand (probablv of cinderblock} which would alse
serve for equipment storage

A more vandal-proof building to protect the pump for the irrigation
system.

It was explained to here that, when improvements which her group desired were
nearer to implementation and had County approval, the Recreation Plan could be
amended by a simple process., if this proved necessary.

Carolyn Brummand, County Commissioner, thanked Renee and the Soccer
Association for their involvement in the Alcona Recreation Area and their many
improvements to the site.
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Bagis f Action Program and Capital Improvements Planning

There are several pertinent issues to be considered when doing recreation

planning in Alcona County:

o

L

1} Alcona County has one of the highest percentages of elderly

population in the nation, ranking with many Florida retirement areas.

. The median age in some townships is nearly double the State average.

The majerity of inmigration is due to relocation of persons aged 60 or
older. Planning for the needs of this resident population must be a
priority in considering the types of facilities needed. It must be remen
bered that Alcona County has a population with time to spend on leisure

activities.

2} Resident income levels and their sources must also be considered.
Due to the age of the population, Alcona ranks among the nations top
ten counties with the highest share of gocial Security recipients.
This is a fixed income population base. Recreation opportunities must
be affordable. Most recent per capita income figures show Alcona
County residents considerably below the State and national averages.

3) YNearly 73% of Alcona County is forested and an additional 13% of

the land area is devoted to agricultural uses. There are over 200

lakes and many miles of steanms and the entire eastern border is made up

of Great Lake shoreline. In a 1989 article in American Demographics
magazine titled "Northern Michigan, The Great Gray Woods" State demogra-
pher Ching-li Wang says the most important factor affecting growth in
northern Michigan is the area’'s beaunty and "The desire for solitude may be

what distinguishes northern Michigan retirees from their Sunbelt counter

parts. Providing a sense of community while maintaining a rural environ
nent is one of the north country’s biggest challenges”.

Balancing environmental conservation with development must be an issue of
foremost importance in guiding Alcona County’s growth. Decision makers

must consider that natural beauty is a great part of the attraction
to the area. Unrestrained, unguided, unplanned development to attract the

tourist could ultimately kill the proverbial goose that lays the golden
egg.

A\lcona County has a proud history of protecting its natural resources.
Environmental issues have had avid support. The County must protect its

shorelines, lakes, streams, wetlands, forestlands and recreational
properties as the basis for recreational planning and development.



With these lssues in mind, some factors to be considered in recreational

development are:

1. [asy accessibility to residents from all areas of the Countv.
Provision of adequate facilities so that it 1s not necessary
tor residents to travel long distances to reach a desired activity;
2 Provision of facilities large enough to accommodate residents as
well as the overflow of tourists and other sportsmen;

9. Provision of sites which will accommodate day useé as well as
overnight stays; and ’

1. Provision of recreational opportunities appropriate to the consumer
group, in terms of age, income, other interests;

5. Provision of recreation sites which will accommodate a variety of
sctivities for diverse incomes including low cost/no cost facilities.

the following two County-owned areas

Taking these factors into consideration,
eloped over the next five

have been designated as multi-use facilities to be dev

vears.

1. Harrisville Recreation Area, Harrisville

2 Alcona Recreation Area, Lincoln

There are several reasons for developing facilities at these sites. The two
areas are the only major Countv-owned recreational properties. These sites are
aiready in existence, thus diminishing developmental costs. They are well

established points of interest to tourists as well as residents. In addition,
each site is located on main roadways w

hich have established road maintenancsz
systems through the County Road Commission.

Potential funding sources for above projects include:

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

Land and Water Conservation Fund

quality of Life (Preserving Michigan’s Future) Recreation Bond Progranm
Coastal Zone Management Grants

Matching funds through Fair Board re: State Horse Racing Fees

Work programs such as Summer Youth Corp

i.ocai fund raising and service club projects
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I. Harrisville Recreation Area (HRA} - (No. 1, map page 63)

CURRENT INVENTORY

1. Three multi-use ball diamonds. One of these, McGregor Field,

is a softball diamond. The others are one regulation size Little

League diamond and one baseball diamond. The baseball and Little League
diamonds are currently (1990-91) being upgraded with a Quality of Life
Recreation Bond grant from the MDNR. When completed, this effort will
provide fencing, dugouts and benches. This facility is currently being
used by 2 Little League clubs, 1 Colt league and 1 softball league.

2. Public restrooms

The Harrisville Recreation Area is owned and insured by Alcona County. It is
maintained by volunteer groups who do clean-up, mow the grass and do other
minor maintenance tasks. This park could be further developed if a consortium
of interested groups could be brought together for joint funding and mainte-
nance responsibility. In addition to Alcona County, other interested parties
might include the City of Harrisville, Haynes Township, Harrisville Township
and the local Lions Club. If a consortium effort becomes a reality, a five
vear development plan such as that below would be developed.

Priorities for the action plan were established based on several issues

which include property protection; user security; recreational needs as identi-
fied by public input, community groups and recreation leaders; and general
facility improvement. : ’

1. The entrance gate gained highest priority because cars can
currently drive from the road onto the site without controlled access.
This led to a planned action to safeguard the site and the current im-
provements, particularly during night and weekend hours.

2. Security lighting was the second priority as a user safety
issue and for property security and a vandalism deterrent. Street
light type units will be placed at strategic locations on the site.

3. Since there are currently no bleachers or seating on the site,
bleachers were prioritized both for user comfort and to encourage people
to not drive their cars adjacent to the ballfields. Portable units will
allow the County to relccate the bleachers at the ARA site during fair
week or other major events.

4. There is no backstop at the hardball diamond. This item was
deemed necessary to increase the potential for league use of this field.

5. The playground equipment will be placed after other prioritized
facility improvements are completed. This will expand the site to a more
family oriented usage. With this addition, small children will be able to
play on the playground while other family members enjoy the ballgame.

6. There is a need for a designed parking area. This will be a graveled
area with layout design indicated through wooden rail bumpers.

7. An outdoor basketball court will provide a facility for this recrea
tional activity to an area which has been without such an opportunity.

ay
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FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SCHEDULE
Harrisville Recreation Area (HRA} - Map, page 63

YEAR IMPROVEMENT COST - FUNDING SCQURCE

1992 Entrance Gate (road security) $850. County general fund
Other public funds
1992 Security Lighting $2,000. County general funds
) Other public funds
1993 Portable Bleachers
2 five-row units @ $823 ea - $2,000. County general funds
plus mobility unit @ $350 Other public funds
Grant funds
1993 Backstop $2,000. County general funds
) : : Grant funds
1994 Playground Equipment $3,250. County general funds
. Swings $850. Grant funds
Merry-go-round . $650. Other public funds
Slide $1,000.
Climber $750,
1995 Designed Parking Lot $10,000. County general funds
Other public funds
1936 Outdoor Basketball Court $14,000. County general funds

Grant funds

Annual expenditures other than scheduled capital improvements
include mowing and basic maintenance.

Long Range Goals:

Initiation of: A landscaping improvement program; a drainage system for low
areas; a bicycle trail/track through the property.

Other long range uses of this facility could be considered if a future need
arises. These could include tennis courts; outdoor ice skating; electric
and water hook-ups and dump station for recreational vehicles. At this
time, there seems to be little on-going need for such expansion.
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[{. Alcona Recreation drea  (ARN) - (No. 2, map page 63)

This is a County owned 125 acre site which includes the followind:

1,9 mile dirt track [trotter races, snowmobile races]

“F

1 pule barns (three animal barns, one storage barn)

Arena )

Water, sewer

Office and maintenance building with storage, flush toilets
1/2 mile walking/skiing pathway

40 acres undeveloped forest land

300° dirt complete BMY track

Observation/hroadcast booth

Power structure

Gatehouse (fee collection booth)

Two wellis one of which ices the track for snowmobile races
Four irrigated soccer fields

Six portable pit toilets {3 owned, 3 rented}

The Alcona Recreation Area is the location of the Alcona County Fair. An
important aspect of rural life. the County Fair is not simply a tradit:on. it
is a place for growth of interest, education and community strength. The res:-
dents of Alcona Uounty proved such support by their volunteer efforts in the
construction of the fairgrounds, exhibition rings and buildings. The:r fors-
sight not only includes the annual fair activities but it also provides a place
for education workshops and seminars for County-wide projects (Cooperative
Extension Services), school (F.F.A.) and club activities (4-H).

The management and maintenance of the grass and property at the ARA site has
heen a maior service project of the Lincoln Lions. The Lions use this site Ier
rhe Lincoln 230 3nowmob:ile Enduro Race in January each vear., Also assistin
with maintenance efforts is the American Youth Soccer Association Division

o
=
=4
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Bi.

It has a reversion clause o

Thig propertv s owned and incsured by the County.
ceases to be used

rhe Michizan Department of Natural Resources if this property
for recreational purposes.

for the action plan were established based on several issues

Priorities
recreational needs as identi-

which include property protection; user security;
fied by public input, community groups and recreation leaders; and

generat facllity improvement.

1. The practice lields received top priority for two main reasons.
The tirst is that increased usage has ied to an identified need for
practice ftields for football and soccer. The second need is to protect

the property investment of the underground irrigation system of the cur
rent fields.



2. Fencing and gates are a priority item for the area to control
pedestrian access, particularly to paid events. The current area where
the fair, snowmobhile races, and other paid events such as outdoor
concerts are held is not fenced. This improvement would allow for the
expansion of paid events bringing new recreational opportunities to the
area,

3. Portable bleachers will allow the County to provide seating in
whatever event area is currently being highlighted. This will be
augmented, when necessary, by the portable bleacher system at the HRA
County-owned site. ' '

4, Playground eguipment will allow for a more family oriented approach
to recreation at the ARA site. A children's play area will provide enter
tainment for this age group while other family members participate in
other sporting events.

5. The last priority item in the five year schedule is to provide
permanent shelter for the trotter horses.

The following yearly schedule for development has been established for the
Alcona Recreation Area by the Alcona County Board of Commissioners and the
Alcona County Parks and Recreation Commissicn:



1]
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1994

1995

1996

Long

FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SCHEDULE

Alcona Recreation Area (ARA) - Map, page 63

IMPROVEMENT COST FUNDING SOURCE
Develop practice multi-use fields $12,000. County general fund
east of track Other public funds
Fencing and gates, fairgrounds $25,000. County general funds

Other public funds
State horse racing fees
. Grant funds
Portable Bleachers

10 five-row units @ $825 $8,500. County general funds
plus mobility unit @ $350 Other public funds
Grant funds
Playground Eguipment $3,250. County general funds
Swings $850. Grant funds
Merry~-go-round $650.
Slide $1,000.
Climber $750.
Stables for trotters $20,000, County general funds
shelter with stalls State horse racing fees

Annual expenditures other than scheduled capital improvements
include grounds upkeep and basic maintenance.

Range Goals for the Alcona Recreation Area include:

Grandstand for viewing fair events, snowmobile races,
professional entertainment events;

Permanent exhibit building for fair displays;

Shuffleboard courts;

" Road improvements and landscaping;

Rustic campground, 25 sites;
Field lighting system;

Summer resident manager.
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.
REC':';‘“;J ke March 12, 1991

The Suvervisor Ralrh Eskuri opened the meet-
ing with a nledge to the Flag.

Estknuri then called the regular meeting to
order and the Clerk Louise Gauthier took roll call
and present were Ralph Eskuri, Louise Gauthier,
Genevieve Gauthier, Art Romatz and Bovden Clson,
absent none. .

Eskuri rresented Kay Kniep to the board and
members present.

Eskuri read the recreation plan from the
Communitv Development Planning and Eskuri asked for
comments from the floor on the plans for the Handi-
cap pier and ramn and all were in favor of the plan,

Petiticns were passed around and were signed.

A motion was then made by Art Romatz and
sunrorted by Bovden Clson that the plan be accented
as presented, Aves; Louise Gauthier, Ralph Eskuri,
fenevieve Gauthier, Art Romatz and Bovden Clson,
Navs ncne, Motion carried.

This is just a nortion from the minuted of the meeting
which was held on March 12, 1991.
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

Location

Alcona Township is an L-shaped township located in the northeast corner of
Alcona County in Township 28 north, Ranges 7, 8, and 9 east. It contains
approximately 58 square miles of land area and nine square miles of Hubbard
Lake. The Township is bounded by Alpena County at its northeastern edge.
Caledonia Township borders it for part of its northern border and its western
border. Hawes and Haynes townships make up its southern border. The eastern
boundary is Lake Huron which gives Alcona Township more than 10 miles of Great
Lake shoreline. The distance from the north to the south boundary, at the
widest point, is six miles. From east to west, the Township stretches for more

than 17 miles.

Traffic circulation north and south within the Township is along Lakeshore
Drive, which follows the shoreline of .Lake Hurom; U.S. 23, which parallels the
shoreline further inland; F-41, which runs north and south several miles
inland; and Hubbard Lake Road, which runs along the southeast shore of the
Hubbard Lake. The major east/west route is Black River Road.

Utilities

Electric power is provided to the Township by Consumers Power Company. Michi-
gan Consolidated Gas Company provides natural gas to some residents along F-41.
Residents in other areas use fuel oil, LP gas, electricity, and wood as heat
sources. General Telephone Company provides telephone service te residents.
Water and sewer services are obtained through private wells and septic systems.
Some areas have experienced limitations due to the inadeguacy of these systems.

Population

According to preliminary figures from the 1990 Census, Alcona Township’s popu-
lation is 906 residents. This represents a growth of 11.7% over the 811 per-
sons recorded in the 1980 Census. This growth rate is greater than the County
as a whole and all except two of the townships in the County. (A table showing
population change rates is given on page 17 of the County’s Recreation Plan.)}

Most of the people reside in the Hubbard Lake area; along U.8. 23; and along
the shores of Lake Huron.

Age Distribution and Special Population

According to the 1980 Census, the latest for which breakdowns of this type are
available, Alcona Township had less persons per household, less young children,
more people 65 years of age and older, and a higher median age of residents
than did Alcona County and the State. The average number of persons per house-
hold was 2.39 in Alcona Township. This compared to 2.6 persons for the County
and 2.8 persons for the State. Only 3.7% of Township’s residents were under
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five years of age in 1980, while 5.7% of County residents and 7.4% on the State
level were in this age group. Also in 1880, almost 35% of the Township’s resi-
dents were 60 years of age or older, which compares to 28.6% County-wide and
14.1% Statewide. The median age of Township residents was 49.8 years of age,
compared to 40.6 years for the County. The median age for the entire State was

28,8 years of age.

Sex, Race and Ancestry

Alcona Township is 51.4% female and 48.6% male. The predominant race of the
Township is white (99.6%); American Indians make up .1% of the population.
Major single ancestry groups are German (14.5%), French (12.5%), and English

(8.1%).
Education

According to 1980 Census information, 68.1% of Alcona Township’s residents over
25 years of age are high school graduates. This figure exceeds the County-wide
rate (59.2%) and the state-wide rate (68%).

Housing

0f the 830 year-round housing units in the Township in 1980, 340 were occupied.
Of the unoccupied housing units, 429 were kept for occasional use. This statis-
tic, which represents more than ome-half of all year-round housing units, shows
the impact of the nonresident population on the economy and on recreation
needs. Eighty-eight percent of all occupied housing was occupied by the owner,
and 11.2% was occupied by renters. The median value of owner-occupied homes
was $45,100 in Alcona Township; this compared to $32,500 for Alcona County. The
median amount of contract rent was $156 for Alcona Township. Median contract

rent in Alcona County was $137.

Incone

Per capita income in 1987 was $9,695 for Alcona Township, above that of the
County as a whole ($8,108); the State figure was $11,973. In 1980 the median
household income was $11,667 for the Township, $10,730 for the County, and
$19,224 for the State. At that time, 10% of the Township’s population was
below the poverty line, as compared to 16.5% of the County’s people. At the
State level, 10.4% of the population was below the poverty level.

Employment

In 1980, only 30% of the total population was in the labor force (with a popu-
lation of 811 persons, only 249 persons were in the labor force)}. Of those in
the civilian labor force, 21.3% were unemployed in the Township. This compares
to a County rate of 18.1%. By 1990, Civilian Labor Force and Wage and Salary
Estimates indicate that the County-wide level of unemployment had dropped to
11.7%. Seasonal variations for 1990 show a low in July of 10.4%, and a high in
January of 16.0%. (This data is not available on the Township level after

1980.)
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Profile Conclusions

Compared to the balance of the County and the State of Michigan as a whole,
Alcona Township:

- Is older - has a greater percentage of persons 65 and older; has a higher
median age; has fewer young people

- Is better educated - has a larger percentage of high school graduates
~ Has more seasonal -homes
- Has more valuable homes

~ Has fewer persons in financial need (higher per capita income and lower
poverty rate)

~ Has a smaller percentage of persons in the work ferce

GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES

Water Features

Alcona Township has nearly 10 miles of shoreline along Lake Huron.
Approximately nine square miles of Hubbard Lake are contained within this
Township. Several other lakes are located within the Township. Lost Lake
{T28N,R8E) has 14 acres; Bear Lake (T28N,R8E) has 15.7 acres; Deer Lake
{T28N,R8E) has 48 acres; Badger Lake (T28N,RB8E) has 83 acres; Muskrat Lake
{T28N,R9E) has 6 acres.

The Black River flows through the Township from north to south. Stevens Creek,

Sucker Creek, Little North Creek, Liston Creek, Silver Creek, Gauthier Creek,
and Deroccher Creek are all located within Alcona Township.

Forests and Wildlife

Based on the current plat book for the County, a significant amount of the land
is owned by federal and state government and maintained as forests. The Huron
National Forest covers more than six square miles of Alcona Township. The
AuSable State Forest stretches for several square miles in the Township. A
portion of Negwegon State Park is located in Alcona Township. The federal
government owns several other parcels of land in the southeast corner of the
Township. In addition to this government ownership, a private club holds more
than 10,000 acres of land.

The forested areas provide the chief habitat for many game species. Among them
are deer and bear, as well as fox, rabbit, raccoon, squirrel, and bobcat. Game
fowl include ducks, geese, ruffed grouse, woodcock, and turkey. In additiomn,
the lakes and streams support many fish species.
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Topography

The Lopography of Alcona Township is gently rolling and hilly. Elevation
varies from 500° near the Lake Huron shoreline to 800’ as one moves westward.
Near the shores of Hubbard Lake, the elevation drops to 700’. A toposgraphic
map for the entire County is included in the County’s description.

Land Use Pattern

Of the 58 square miles of land in the Township, approximately 14 square miles
are owned by a single private club. Approximately ten square miles make up
Huron National Forest and other federal forest lands. About four square miles
are in the State Parks, including AuSable and Negwegon State Parks. Private
ownership, which accounts for the rest of ownership of the Township, holds
approximately 30 square miles. Nine square miles of Hubbard Lake is included in
this Township. A map detailing this land use patterns follows.

LAND USE
ALCONA TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN

2 PRIVATE CLUB OWNERS3HIP

HURON NATIONAL FOREST

- OTHER USA OWNERSHIP

"uu STATE FOREST LANDS

SMALL PARCEL PRIVATE OWNERSHIP
{Reaidantial, Other)




ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The Township of Alcona is governed by an elected Board of Trustees. The fol-
lowing individuals are on the board:

Ralph Eskuri, Supervisor
Louise Gauthier, Clerk
Genevieve Gauthier, Treasurer
Authur Romatz, Trustee
Boyden leon, Trustee

This board is responsible for all recreation decisions in the Township. The
board receives advice from two committees: the Recreation Committee and the
Harbor Commission. The Harbor Commission advises the board regarding the
planning, acquisition, and development of properties and facilities on the
harbor or Great Lake; it also advises regarding the funding of these proper-
ties. The Recreation Commission advises the board regarding the planning,
acquisition, and development of all other recreation properties and facilities
within the Township; it also advises regarding the funding of these properties.
Ralph Eskuri and Boyden Olson make up the Recreation Committee; the Harbor
Commission is a six member board headed by Gerald Ludwiczak.

Among other Township governmental entities are the Planning and Zoning Board,
the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Board of Review, and the Road Commission. The
Planning and Zoning Board has heen inactive since developing a zoning ordinance
in 1982. The Zoning Board of Appeals and the Board of Review meet as neces-

sary.

Flnances:

In the Township, finances are garnered from property taxes, permits, and fees.,
Maintenance operations for the Township properties are the responsibility of
the Board of Trustees. The Board allocates funds for the performance of main-
tenance tasks. Money for new recreation projects are allocated in two ways.
Funds associated with projects in the harbor or Great Lakes are received
through the Harbor Commission, which receives funds from a line item in the
Township budget. The Recreation Commission receives allocations directly from
the board of Trustees upon receiving their approval. When appropriate, grants
will be sought for recreation projects. A budget for the Township follows.



Organizational Structure

Alcona Township, Michigan

Board
of Trustees

Harbor Zoning Zoning Board
Commission/ | and Planning Board of
Rec. Commiltee Commission of Appeals Appeals
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ANTICIFATED INCOME

GENERAL FUND

$129,808,26

April 1, 1990

Fund Balance

Current Millage 27,379.93

Ligquor License

State Shared Revenue l+5 930.32 ALCONA TOWNSHIF
Hall Rent 814.0 00 1990'BUDGET
Interest 8 ,022,91

land Use Fermits o1 395 00
. Summer School Tax 5 hO0.00

Ll [ :

. BUDGETED ACTUAL PRCFOSE
EXPENDITURES 1989~-90 1989~ 90 1990-91
Supervisors salary $4,6060.00 I 000,00 QL /000,00
Cffice expense 1,500,00 1,200,00 1,200,00
Asgessors salary 4 ,500,00 500 00 h,500.00
Assessors mileage 500.00 500 00 500.00
Clerks salary 4 ,900.00 4,900,00 4 ,900,00
Treasure 4,900.00 h,900.00 L ,900,00
Deputy clerk S 300.00-
Deputy treasurer 300,00~
Summer school tax 3,250,00 3,250,00 3,250,.C0
Trustees 2,200,00 2,211.00 2,300.00
Janitor 3,500.00 3, 683 29 3,500.00
effice supplies 3,000,00 2 253 91 3, >000,00
Education 1,000.00 1, ' 280,00 1,500.,00
Elections 1,000.00 38&.6& 1, >000,00
Transportation 1,500,00 966,68 1] ,500.00
Legal fees 600,00 194.50 ’600.00
Dues 1,000.00 64,8.00 1,000.C0
Board of review 1,200.00 586.42 l 500,00
Contingency 11, 142 gL g,.813.44 17, 226 L2
Publishing 500 00 ’288.53 -~ 500,00
Recreation - 2,500,00 2,783.34 3,000,00
Street lights 1,500,00 1, 1086.75 1,500.00
Zoming permits & mileage 1,000.00 - 1, 185 2L 1,500,00
Constables at weddings 1, AOO 00 888 60
‘Hall electricity 1 800.00 1,214.8L. 1 FOO 00
Telephone 500,00 " 183,93 > 600.00
Repairs & maintanance 3,500.00 737.32 3,500,00
Cperating supplies 400,00 317.14 hOO 00
Fuel oil 2,500,00 3,473.98 , 500,00
Insurance 3,000.00 l ) 585,00 8 ,000.00.
Data processing 3,000,00 2 6h0 56 L 000.00
Harbor 3,000,00 3, 571 L8 3, ) 000.00
Investments 90,000.C0 100,000,.00
Audit : 2 OOO 00
Roads 11,600.C0 23,720,06 20, ,000,00
Library 500,00 500,00 500 00
Lssessors cards, mans &
photos 10,000.00 9,457.61 10,000.00
Fire department 8 000.00 6 624 .08 -

SIQA 392.8L %220,776.4%2
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Alcona Township is located in the northeast
Huron. The Township contains approximately

INVENTORY OF PROPERTY

part of the County and borders Lake
58 square miles of land area and 2

square miles of Hubbard Lake.

Property

1,

Black River - The Township owns 1.5 acres adjacent to the river, with a
200" river frontage. This property receives considerable use as a boat
launch site. A new boat launch dock with steel posts is being constructed
by the Township, with Township funds. They are considering charging a fee

for boat launching.

Lake Huron - The Township owns 160’ frontage on 1.5 acres of sandy beach

used for picnicking and swieming. (This land is separated from the river

frontage property described in #1 by a 200’ by 800’ wetlands area owned by
lude the construction of a

the MDNR.) Future plans for this property inc
concrete pier extending 300’ to 100’ into the lake on the north side of
Black River. This pier would provide free access for fishing for the

well as access for the handicapped; it would also elimi-
silting problems caused by the adjoining wetlands. {The
Township presently dredges this area annually to control silting; the
annual cost for this is between $3,000 and $3,500.) The township intends
to seek a recreational grant to fund the building of this pier.

general public, as
nate the excessive

Lot £ 1, Arbu Shores Subdivision - The Township owns beach-front property
used as a playground for swimming and picnics. It currently has scme plav-
ground equipment, and is used by parents for young children. The Township
would like to build a steel or concrete pavilion (to prevent damage by
careless use), and develop more picnic facilities.

public Access Sites - The Township maintains two launch/access sites on
Hubbard Lake which are used considerably. The site on the west side of
the lake (approximately 50' wide by 300’ long) is adequate for its purnose.
The Township would like to develop the 53" wide by 200’ long site on the
east side of the lake. A picnic area, with a pit toilet, is planoned for
this site. The Township intends to £ill a ditch, install culverts, seed,

and landscape the area.
Black River Recreation Area - The Township maintains three acres in the

Village of Black River. This area contains two tennis courts, a Little
League baseball field, pit-type toilets and an area dug out for a skating

rink.



Public Buildinegs

6. Township Hall and Fire Station #1 - Located at the corner of Black Fiver
foad and .S, 23, this property consists of approximately 2 acres. The
building is 12 years old and is a combination fire hall and Township hail.

7. Fire Station =2 =~ Situated on approximately 1 acre,this property is used
solely as a fire hall. There are no plans in sight for improvement.

Cther Publiciv Owned Property

8. \Negwegon State Park - Owned by the State of Michigan, this land consists of
approximately 1,720 acres, with the possible inclusion of an additional
1,265 acres in the future. A portion of it is located in Alcona township.
Present facilities allow for primitive camping; there are hiking and nature
trails, Proposals for future development include preserving over half of
Negwegon as a natural area, as well as zoning it into general, historic,
and recreation areas. The recreation area would contain 100 campsites
with full-time on-site staffing, hiking trails, picnic areas, and board-
walks. It is expected that funding for this development will be avaiiable
in the mid 1990°s.

9. Huron National! Forest - Owned by the United States Government, thiz land
consists of approximately 5,100 acres. It includes almost one mile of
undeveloped shoreline along Lake Huron. No developed recreational facili-
ties are planned for this area.

10. Black River Elementary School - This building has been unused as a school
since 1975. From 1973 to 1989 the building was used as a classroom for the
developmentally disabled. It is currently vacant., A ballfield, consisting
of approximately 2.3 acres, is adjacent to this building. This property,
owned by the school system, 1s currently being offered for sale.

Privately Owned Recreation Facilities

11. Lost Lake Woods Club - This is a private club consisting of approximately
10.000 acres, a 10 room clubhouse and four private lakes. The ciub has
complete recreational facilities ineluding hunting, fishing, hiking traiis.
snowmobile and riding trails, a riding stable, 18 hole golf course, archerw
range, skeet and rifle ranges and vear-round homes. The club, although
private, has a tremendous impact on Alcona Township and Alcona Countv.

A small, private airstrip is located on this property. There is also a fire
station {Fire Station = 3} located on this property which is owned by Lost
Luake %Woords Club, It is used with the Township on a cooperative basis in
exchange for return fire station services.

12. Great Lakes Fishing - This private fishing charter service is available
for fishing on Lake Huron.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS

February 21, 1990
Alcona County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to contract
with NEMCSA to update the 1985 Recreation Master Plan.

April 23, 199%%:
Alcona County Board of Commissioners signed a contract with NEMCSA for
preparation of Recreation Master Plan update.

August 15, 1880

NEMCSA staff appeared at Alcona County Board of Commissioners regulariy
scheduled meeting to discuss progress on the Plan. At that btime a discus-
sion was held regarding whether Alcona Township should become part of a
County-led areawide plan, or whether the County would apply for grants on
behalf of Alcona Township. The Board voted to have Alcona Township hecone
a separate grantee under an areawide plan, subject to the approval of the
Alcona Township Board of Trustees.

September 21, 1980
NEMCSA contacted Alcona Township regarding their status for inclusicn in
an areawide plan. Ralwvh Eskuri, Alcona Township Supervisor, at the direc-
tion of the Board of Trustees, gave verbal go ahead instruction for arsa-
wide inclusion.

Yovember, 19290
Alcona Township was sent current plan information for update and revision.

January 2, 19391 XNotice of Public Comment Period legal notice was run in
Alcona County newspapers stating that public input was being taken on
the update of the Alcona County Recreation Master Plan.

January 2 through January 11, 1991, Written Public Input Period
{no written comments received)

January, 1991
Draft copies of 1991 Recreation Master Plan mailed to Alcona Township
Recreation Committee for review and comment. Goal setting sessions sget,

January 11, 1991

Workshop planning session with Alcona Township Recreation Committee was
heid. 3hort and long term goals, priorities, and capital improvement
scheduling discussed,

Public hearing on Alcona Township 1991 Recreation Master Plan set for
March Alcona Township Board meeting.

January 25, 1991
Dralt plan sent to MDNR for preliminary review.

N
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L3,

February 27, 1991

Public notice was printed in Alcona County Review and Alcona Herald
indicating that final coples of the Area Wide Plan and the section of
it that was specific for Alcona Township --with all input to date,
including comments, corrections, and revisions which emerged from MDNR
review--were available for public review prior to public hearing to be
held in Alcona Township on March 12, 1991,

February 27, 1%91

Copies of [inal revised Areawlde Plan as well as the section for Alcona
Township sent to public library in Harrisville and branches in Lincoln
and Glennie and to United States Post Office in Black River for inspec-
tion and review by the public. Copies of the Alcona section also sent
to Alcona Township Supervisor.

14, March 6, 1891

15.

[

15,

17.

18,

Front page stories in both local newspaper {Alcona County Review and
Alcona Herald) on the Areawide Recreation Plan, with an indication of
the fact that Alcona Township’s plan was heing included in this. News-
paper stories also indicated date of public hearing.

March 12, 1991

Public Hearing held in Alcona Township. {lInput included following page
93.}

March 12, 1991

Alcona Township Board of Trustees gave approval to plan for Alcona
Township.

March, 1991

Final copy of the plan, with adoption documentation oF unit of <govern
ment transmitted to Regional Planning Agency {NEMCOG) for review.

March, 1991

rinal copy of the plan, with adoption decumentation of unit of govern
ment submitted to MDNR for approval.



Affidavit of Publication

In the Matter of:

STATE OF MICHIGAT }SS
COUNTY OF ALGONA

Notice of Public
Hearing

AruwideRocreiiﬁnnPhﬁfor '

Alcona County

Public hearings on the propo-:
sed Areawide Recreation Plan.

for Alcona County (which includ-

es five-year recreation plans for:
Alcona County, Alcona and’
Curtis Townships) to be submitt-:

ed to the Department of Natural;

Resources will be held at the
following times and locations: |
Curtis Township-Mareh 11-7
p.m. at Curtis Township Hall,
Alcona’ Township, March 12,
gfﬁ. P.m. at Alcons Township

Aleona 'County, March 20 at
1:30 p.m. ‘st Alcona. County
Courthonse, s

Copies of the plan will be
availsble after March 1st at the
Harrisville, Glennie and Lincoln
branches of the Alcons County
Library and the Black River Post.
Office during normal business
kours, -

S¢

WAYNE JACK, being first duly sworn, saysthathe is publisher
of the Alcona Counh:‘;‘ Heraid, anewspaper published In the Eng-
lish language for the dissemination of local or transmitted
news and intelligence of a general character and legal news,
which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that annexed hereto
{s a copy of a certain order taken from said newspaper, in
which the order was published:

Aod 27 /99/

e SF sl
ayd 7

Subscribed and sworn to before me thi é;?f
day of 07{4/{ , 19 9/
é:u( Xé/ém
"Iotarv Public, Alcona County, MIichigan
My commission expires REMEE (AREON

Notary Pudiic, ATSNG w2un, Al

My Commission Exgires April 13, 1994

nc_



Affidavit of Publication

P———

In the Matter of the Estate of

Notice of public hearing, areawide recreation plan for Alcona County

S]'HTE UF mltHIGHﬂ, : z SE James L. Dunn being ﬁrst-duly fworn,

says that he is the publisher of the Alcona County ‘Review, a

EDU”TH UFFH].E[]”H 5 newspaper published in the English language for the dissemination
of lIocal or ti'an.;mitted news and intelligence of a general character
—_— and legal news, which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that

. annexed hereto is a copy of a certain order taken from said

‘newspaper, in which the order was published.
February 27, 1991 issue

James L. Dunn

Subscribed and sworn to l@é me this 4th

day of “march ,19 91

SAPBARA A. DUNN County, Michi
N iy = tary Public, Alcona ty, Michigan
o,’f\}qc\f;,’ﬁ:ygg,oj?%‘%g&s”ﬁg;;ﬁc'tlng in Alcona County

My expires

*Notice of Public Hearing
Areawide RecreationPlan | .
*for Alcona County ===,

Public hearings on' the roposed Areawide Recrenﬂon
" Plan for Alcona.County F hich inclides five year recrea-

tion plans for® Alcona County, Alcona ‘and Curtis
Townships) to be submitted to:the Department of Nutural
Resources WI" be held at the followmg hmas and. [ocu-

.
-
ﬂons Th_;"h‘,..r N T 1AM A

Curtis Township March 11 7pim. Curhs ; Twp. Hail
Alcona Township- March 12¢ - 7:30'p.m. AlaonuTwp Hall
8 Alcona County March 20 _T 30 pom.. AlconaCo. -
. RN o R -Caurihousa
Copies oF tha plan will be mrmlable c:ﬁor Mardhi 1st at
the Harrisville, Glennie and. Lincoln branches. of the §
Alcona County Library and the Black. River. Post Ofﬁce :

during normol business hours

Lk
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~Alcona -
Recreation
Areastobe
Developed

Public hearings on Aleona
County's recreation development
over the next five year period
will be held in three locations
throughout the county this week.
The hearings scheduled for
March 11 at 7 p.m. the Curtis
Township hail, March 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the Alcona Township
Hall and March 20 at 1:30 at the
Alcona County Courthouse, wil
allow residents of the County to
provide input to an Areawide

Recreation Master Plan which -

will be filed with the Department
of Natural Resources.

The 120-page document has
been developed ever the last
yesr by the Alcona County Board

" of Commissioners and Parks and
. Recreation Commission memb-

ers with the assistance of

Community Development stafl .
- from Northeast Michigan Com-

munity Service Agency, Ine.

The document includes three
action plans for recreation, one
for the County as a whole and
individual plans for Alcona and
Curtis'Township. In addition, an
inventory details existing recre-
ation facilities and opportunities
in each township, city and village
within the County. )

The County’'s action pian
designates the Harrisille' Recre-
ation Area (HRA) and the Alcona.

. Recreation -Area (ARA) as

multi-use facilities to be develop- -
ed over the next five years:
According to the plan, these two
areas represent the only existing

- County-owned recreational pro-

perties, are well established
points of interest to tourists and
residents and are easily accessed
by the public. '

At the HRA, the plan cails for
the addition of an entrance gate,
security lighting and bleachers,
the addition of & backstop at the
hardball diamond, playground
equipment, a basketball court
and a parking area. Priorities at
the ARA include practice fields
for football and soccer and
protection for the underground
irrigation system, fencing “and
gates to control pedestrian
access to paid events. The”
addition of portable bleachers
and piayground equipment are
also included as is a permanent
shelter for trotter horses. The

95¢

“improvements to each site would
be funded through grant-dollars,
-summer work programs.and local
fund raisidg and service club
projects.. . - - )
-Alcona Township's action plan

~outlines proposed improvements

to the 160-foot of Lake Huron
frontage property at the mouth
—of the Black River, including the
addition of a barrier f{ree,
-handicap access fishing pier. The
—plan also calls for creation of a
pavilion and playground equip-
_ment for property io Arbu
Shores owned by the Township
and landsecaping, culverting,
.seeding, concrete picnie tables
and permanent toilet facilities for
thie Township property on the
East Shore of Hubbard Lake.
‘Development would be funded on
through Township general funds,
local fund-raising and DNR grant
-dollars.

Curtis Township's action plan
calls for continued development
_of; Aleona_ Park. The park
“represents-tlie major recreation
. area in the - Township . and- has:
doubled in “size- aver the past’
.decade - to- approximately 1,000
acres: Remodeling and repair of
the - existing modern bathouse
-and medification of existing
facilities to accommodate handi-
capped users are among top
- priorities. In addition, plans cail
for the addition of a full service
campground with 54 modern

--gites; additional playground

equipment, a day use beach in
the lower landing area of the

" park, electrical service to the

East and West primitive camp-
grounds, and creation of a nature
trails and road repair improve-
ment are also included. Funding
for these projects ‘wonld come
from grant dollars and income
from park activities.
Any individual interested in
recreation within Alecona County
- may comment at the hearings or
submit wriiten comment to
NEMCSA, 2373 Gordon Road,
Alpena, MI 49707, Attention:
Sally Lindsey. Copies of the pian

" are available at the Harrisville,

Lincoin and Glennie branches of
the Alecona County Library and
the Black River Post Office
during normal business hours.
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Recreation plan is subject of hearings next week

Public hearings on Alcona Coun-
ty's recreation development over the
next five year period will be held in
three locations throughout the coun-
ty this week. The hearings, sched-
uled for March 11 at 7 p.m. at the
Curtis Township Hail, March 12 at

T:30 p.m. at the Alcona Township
Hall, and March 20 at 1:30 at the
Alcona County Courthouse, will
aliow residents of the county to
provide input to an Areawide Recre-
ation Master Plan which will be filed
with the Department of Natural
Resources.

The 120-page document has been

ship. In addition, an inventory
deteils existing recreation facilities
and opportunities in each township,

The county's action plan desig-
nates the Harrisville Recreation
Area (HRA) and the Alcona Recrea-
tion Area (ARA) as muiti-use facili-
ties to be developed over the next

3

MARCHB6, 1991

hardball diamond, playgrouc.

equipment, & basketball court and .

parking area. Priorities at the AR.
include practice fields for footbes
and soccer and protection for tk:

irrigation system, fan:
ing and gates to control pedestrie:
ses RECREATION, page 3

25 CENT.

developed over the.last yeer by the
Alcona County Board of Com-
missioners and Parks and Recreation existing county
Commission members with the asais- 3
tance of Community Development
gtaff from Northsast Michigen Com-
munity Service Agency, Inc.

The document includes three sc-
tion plans for recreaiion, one for the
county as a whole and individoal ity lighting

the public.

five years. According to the plan,
these two areas represent the only

~owned recreational

, nre well established
pointaofintexutmhouﬁsbuand
residents and are eaxily accessed by

At the HRA, the plan calls for the
addition of an entrance gate, secur-

and bleachers, the

plaps for Alcona and Curtis Town- addition of a backstop at the

RECREATION coatitmed from page 1

access to paid events, The addition
of portable bleachers and play-
ground equipment are also in-

cluded 2s is a permanent shelter..
for trotter horses. The improve-
ments to each site would be fiinded -

through grant dollars, summer
work programs and local fund
raising and service ciub projects.
Alcona Township's action plan
cutlines proposed improvements
to the 160 foot of Lake Huron
frontage property at the meuth of

the Biack River, inciuding the

addition of a barrier free, handicap
accesg fishing pier. The plan also
calls for creation of a pavilion and
playground equipment for proper-
ty in Arbu Shores owned by the
township and landscsping, cul-
verting, seeding, concrete picnic
tables and permanent toilet facili-
ties for the township property on

the East Shore of Hubbard Lake.
Development would be funded
through Township general funds,
iocal fundraising,.and DNR grant
dollars. . L

Curtis Township's action plan.

calis for continued development of
Alecona Park., The park represants
the major recreation area in the
township and has doubled in size
over the past decade to approxi-
mately 1,000 acres. Remodeling
and repair of the existing modern
bathhouse and modification of
existing facilities tb accommodate
handicapped users are among top
priorities. In addition, plans call
for the addition of a full service
eampground with 54 modern sites,
additonal playground equipment,

a day use beach in the lower.

landing area of the park, electrical

95d

service to the east and west

imitive campgrounds. and crea-
tion of a recreation center at the
upper landing area. Further
development of pature trails and
road repair improvement are aiso
included. Funding for these pro-
jects would eome from grant
dollars and income from park
activities.

Any individual interested in
recreation within Alcona County
may comment zt the hearings or
submit written comment to
NEMCSA, 2373 Gordon Road,
Alpena, Mi. 49707, Attention:
Sally Lindsey. Copies of the plan
are available at the Harrisville,
Lincoin and Glennie branches of
the Alcons County Library and the
Black River .Post Office during
normal business bours.
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SYNOPSIS OF COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING
ALCONA TOWNSHIP

A Public Hearing on the Alcona Township portion of the Area Wide
Recreaticon Master Plan was held on March 12, 1991 and called t«
order at 7p.m. at the Alcona Township Hall. Twenty-six members o

the community were in attendance.
The following is a synopsis of comments from the public:

Geraid Ludwicak, of the Township Harbor Commission asked hov
far and into what depth of water the proposed fishing pier woulc
extend. Township Supervisor Ralph Eskuri stated that no decisio
would be made until engineering had been conducted, but that <the
pier would extend beyond the existing sand bar. Mr. Ludwiczai
also asked if the river would require dredging after the pier wa:
in place. Mr. Eskuri replied that it was his understanding thas

it would require a single dredging to remove silt once the pie:

was in place but that the pier itself should eliminate silting o:
the lake bottom into the river mouth, along with the need fo
annual dredging.

Pavid Tate commented that he thought the recreation plan wa:
a very good one and that the fishing pier "could be the best thin:
to happen to our Township in a long, long time."”

There being no further comment, the public hearing was
adjourned at 7:30.

955



Basis for Action Program and Capital Improvements Planning

Projects are listed.in Priority Order

Potential funding sources for the following projects include:

Township General Funds

Municipal BRonds

Local fund-raising efforts

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

Land and Water Conservation Fund

Quality of Life [Preserving Michigan’s Future] Recreation Bond Program
Coastal Zone Management Grants

Work programs such as Summer Youth Corp

I. The first priority action for Alcona Township is improvements to the 160°
Lake Huron frontage property at the mouth of the Black River. (This is #2 on
the map following the inventory of Township property}. This will be known as
the Black River/Lake Huron Fishing Pier Project. Preliminary site plans have
been developed and approved by the Corps of Engineers. Improvements to this
park will provide recreation opportunities to Alcona Township citizens appro-
priate to the population base, and barrier-free access for the handicapped
population. In addition, a facility at this location may spur the lagging
economy of the community of Black River. Because of the proximity of this site
to potential development at Negwegon Park, recreation oriented businesses may
emerge. As this project comes closer to realization, the Township will seek a
municipal bond to raise matching funds.

II. The second priority is improvements to Lot 1, Arbu Shores on Lake Huron.
(This property is #3 on the map following the inventory of Township property).
This lot serves as a swimming, picnic area, and Lake access site for Township
residents. Improvements include adding a small shelter/pavilion, concrete
picnic tables, and playground equipment. This site is too small to develop into
a major recreation area but serves as a neighborhood park as well as being used
by the general public. A pavilion and playground equipment would make the park
more attractive and provide a place of shelter to the many parents and young
children who use this facility; with concrete picnic tables, there would be
less of a problem with vandalism.

III. The third priority area is improvements to the Township property on the
East Shore of Hubbard Lake. (This property is #4, on the east side of the lake,
on the map following the inventory of Township property). Development will
concentrate on this property as an access site only. It is not a boat launch
nor do plans include making it into one. Plans include using local funds to
make this area a more enjoyable one for Township residents by doing landscap-
ing, culverting, seeding, adding concrete picnic tables and a permanent pit
toilet.

The action plan and capital improvements schedule for these recreational facil-
ities appear below.

“

96



ACTION PROGRAM

YEAR IMPROVEMENT COST FUNDING SOURCE

FRIORITY 1, Total Project Cost 5400-500,000 Harbor Comm. Ilmprovement Fund,

{No. 2 on Township inventory Map) fossible Municipal Bond
(s123,000)

Coastal Zone Managzement Grant
Other appropriate drants

{$375,000)
1991-92 Engineering studies
1991-42 Erect rock foundation for pier
(+ prevent silting)
199293 Smooth, concrete top
with drainage; wheelchair access;
railings
PRIORITY I1.
No. 34 on Township Inventory Map}
1993-94 Arbu Shores, Picnic Pavilion §2G,000 Township General Fund
picnic tables,playground equip- {£5,000)
ment Appropriate grant {unds
{15,000}

Pavillion

PRIORITY I11.
{No. 4 on Township Inventory Map)

1994-90 East Side Hubbard Lake E5-10, 0 Townghin Genernl Fund
landscape, seed, add
culverts, picnic area,
nit toilet

-
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March 11, 1991

CURTIS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

Subject.to approval at next meeting.
Persons present 19.

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor John Karoly at 7:30 p.m.
Pledge of allegiance was given. : CRNTE

Roll Call: Present: Max Main, Esther Thompson, Gerald Kuron,
Kay Ayres and John Karoly. '

Minutes of previous were read, Co _
Motion: by Max Main supporied Gerald Kuron to accept minutes as
corrected,. Wilber Garrett term ending 12/31/93, 5 ayes. Motion
carried. ' .

TREASURERS REPORT: General Fund

Balance on hand Feb. 1, 1991 $25, 945, 53 Savingé $  389.74
February Receipts: 1,336.88 Checking 11093.82

February Disbursements 6;42%.86 CD's 20,000.00
Balance on Hand March 151991 20, 854.55 Toatal §21,583.56
TRUST & AGENCY .

Balance on hand Feb. 1, 1991 $1,352.38
February gecgipts .. 1,%22.20
February Disbursements 1 .

Bal. on hand March 1, 1991 $1,260.79
Treasurers report was received by the Board.
Motion: by Gerald Kuron sipportéd by Max Main to make the following
line item changes. ]

$210.00 from 101-890 Contingency to the following.

$100.00 to101-247-702 Salary, Bd of Review.

26.40 to 101-247-727 Office Supplies, Bd. of Review.

28,60 to 101-247-860 Mileage, Bd. of Review.

25.00 to 101-247-862 Trip Expense, Bd. of Review.

30.00 to 101-247-900 Print & Pub., Bd. of Review.

5100.00 101-890 Contingency to the following,

3 53.50 to 101-253-730 Postage, Treasurer.

s 6,40 to 101-253-860 Mileage, Treasurer.

B437. 14 from 101-890 Contingency +to

101-265-753 Fuel Gas, Twp. Hall & Gr. _

$ 60.00 from 101-265-976 Build. Add./Inp., Twp. Hall & Gr. to
101-265-851 Communications, Twp. Hall & Gr.

$ 1.50 from 101-215-956 Misc., Clerk, to

101-215~730 Postage, Clerk.

$ 13.54 from 101-410-862 Trip Exp., Plan/Zone to

101-410-730 Postage, Plan/Zone.

$ 65.00 from 101-336-976 Build. Add/Imp., Fire Dept. to
101-336-920 Electric, Fire Dept.

$ 7.15 from 101-209-851 Communications, Assessor to
101-209-727 0ffice supplies, Assessor.

$120.00 from 101-265-920 Electric, Twp. Hall & Gr. to
101-265-740 Operating supplies, Twp. Hall & Gr.

$ 30.00 from 101-265-930 Repair/Main., Twp. Hall & Gr. to
101-265-939 Snow Removal, Twp. Hall & Gr.

$ 20.00 from 101-265-976 Build. Add/Imp., Twp. Hall & Gr. to
101-265-956 Misc., Twp. Hall & Gr.

$ 10.00 from 101-253-860 Mileage, Treasurer to

101-253-727 -0ffice Supplies, Treasurer

4
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- Control Changes
$694.33 from 101-191 Elections to
101-890 Contingency.
$269.28 from 101-276 Cemeteries to
101-890 Contingency.
$200.00 from 101-411 Bd. of Appeals. to -
L. 101-890 Contingency. S RI TIPS
" *'$100,00 from 101-751 Park (Indlan Lakes) to R I
101-890 Contingency. o o

‘Roll Call: Max Main, Esther Thompson, Gerald Kuron, Kay Ayreé
: And John Karoly. 5 ayes. Moition passed. :

Motion: by Max Main supported by Gerald Kuron to pay the- BlllS 1n r:
_ ‘the amount of $5,571.99, Vo.#8637 thru #8688. (. BlllS 1nclude
 expenditures from Feb. 12 thru March 11, 1991). ¢

‘Roll -Call: Max Main,~Esther-Thompson;JiGe¥ald: Kuron, Kay Ayres
. and John.Karoly. 5 ayes.. Motion carried.

Correspondence: ' Sheriffwréport foi=Feb.,- and County Treasurer. .

0ld Business: Saginaw Valley Stdate UL

New Business: Motion: by Esther Thompson supported by Max Main

to accept the J.T.P.A. Program for Curtis Township, supervised by

Warren Mervyn.

Roll Call: Max Main, Esther Thompson, Gerald Kuron, Kay Ayres

and John Karoly. 5 ayes. Moiion carried. -

Motion: by Esther Thompson supported by Max Main +to app01nt

John Roberts the Curtis Township Fire Chief.

Roll Call: Max.Main, Esther Thompson, Gerald Kuron, Kay Ayres

and John Karoly. 5 ayes, Motion carried.

There will be a FIREMANS MEETING +the third Thursday of each month

at 7:00 P.M. Starting March 21, 1991,

Motion: by Gerald Kuron supported by Max Main to adopt the

Recreation Master Plan for Curtis Township , with updated Park

maps as presented by NEMCSA.

Roll Call: Max Main, Esther Thompson, Gerald Kuron, Kay Ayres

and John Karoly. 5 ayes. Motion carried.

Zoning Administrator reported no premits issued for February.

Motion: by Max Main supported by Esther Thompson to adjourn.

5 ayes, motion carried. -

Next meeting April 8, 1991, 7:30 P.M.

Kay Ayres
Clerk-Curtis Township
8:20 P.M.

38b



ALCONA PARK
March 20, 1991

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman

Tom Roberits.
Present: Clifford Crossman, Ron Sortor, Dwain Bowman,

Julie Curtis, Ray Biinn. Tom Robherts. .
Maotion by Ray Blinn. supported by Ron Sortor that Curtis
Township Parks & Recreation Cammission apply for 2
Department of Natural Resources Recreatlon Grant for a
full service campground, in the amount of $187,500.00 with
2c% matching funds to be pravided from camping fees and
Capitol Expenditures. Roll ecall. Ayes: <Clifford
Crossman, Ron Sortor. Dwain Bowman, -Julie Curtis, Ray
Blinn. All ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Ron Sartor. supported by Julie Curtis that Randy
Casteller, Park Manager, shall act as the authorized
representative of Curtis Township Parks & Recreation
Commission 'in applying for the grant. Roll call. Ayes:
Clifford Crossman, Ron Sortor, Dwain Bowman, Julie Curtis,
Ray Blinn. All ayes, motion carried.

public comment concerning

Chairman Tom Roberts called for
There Wwere no

the Curtis Township Recreation Plan.

comments.
Motion by Dwain Bowman. supported by Clifford Crossman

that the Curtis Township Recrsation Plan be adopted.
ayes, motion carried.

All

supported by Ray Blinn that the

Motion by Dwain Bowman,
Aill ayes, motion carried.

meeting be adjourned.

Supmitted by

Juiie Curtis, Secrelary

Submitted by
Pam Reed
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTIGN

Resional Location

Curtis Township is located in Township 25 North, Ranges 5 and 6 Fast, in the
southwest corner of Alcena County. Alcona County is located in the northeast-
ern portion of the.lower peninsula of Michigan.

A major area of population is the unincorporated community of Glennie, located
at the junction of east-west county highway F-30 and north-south highway -83.
These two roadways are the primary arteries which serve the Township. The other
area ol population concentration is Curtisville, located at the junctiion of
Bamfield Road and Curtisville Road in the western part of the Township.

Utilities

Eleciric power is provided tc the Township by Consumers Power Company. Tele=-
phone service is provided by Century Telephone of Michigan, located in Pincon-~
ning. Fuel oil, LP <as, and wood are used as heat sources. Private wells and
geptic tank systems provide water and sewer service to residents. The Glennie
area has experienced severe building limitations due to this infrasiructure
deficiency. No public transportation is available within the Townshin.

Population

According to the U.S. Census Bureau 1990 preliminary figures, the veair-round
resident population of the Township of Curtis is 1,128 persons. This _-epresents
a 1.3% growth rate from the previocus decade. Between 1970 and 1980. however,
the Township experienced 66% population growth from 718 persons in 1#70 to
1,082 in 1980. Data recarding the Township’s population presented within this
plan is based on 1980 figures unless otherwise noted.

Age

In 1980, the largdest age groups within the Township were children from less

than one vear to li vears of age and individuals 53~64 years of age. Each of

these groups represent 18% of the population. Individuals 65 to 74 vears of age

represent 17% of the population, followed by those 15-24 and 15-34 (13%). The
ar g

smallest age groups within the Township include those 35-44 (8%); 23-34 {(7%);
73— 84 (3%) and those 83 years of age or older (slightly less than 1%).

Income

In 1980, per capita income for the Township of Curtis was $5,067 while the
State of Michigan’s average per capita income was $7,688. Median household
income was 39,932 compared with 519,223 for the State and median family income
was 511,100 compared with $22,107 for the State. In 1987, per capita income
within the Township rose to 88,158 and the State’s average to 511,973, In
Curtis Tewnship, 46% of the households receive income from Social Security
compared to 25% tor the State, and 11% of households receive public assistance,
slightly above the State average of 9%, Utilizing 1979 income levelg, 1§% of



Township residents are at or below the poverty level and 12% are in the "near
poor™ category at 125% of poverty levels. Of those aged 85 or older, 23% are
below the poverty level.

Employment

The total civilian labor force in the Township in 1980 was 271 persons. The
Township’s average-annual unemployment was 26.8%, significantly higher than
Alcona County’s rate of 15.9% and the State's 11%. {By 1990, the County’'s
unemplo¥ment rate had dropped to 11.7%, but figures for the Township were not
available for this yvear at the time this document was being prepared.) Of the
work force reporting place of work data in 1980, 83% worked within Alcona
County, and 11.3% outside of the County. Of workers reporting transportation to
work data, JB% drive to work alone, 27% car pool, 2% walk, 4% work at home and
4% utilize other forms of transportation,

Housing

1990 preliminary census figures indicate 1,633 housing units exist wit.in the
Township, a 9% increase from 1980’s 1,478 units. In 1980, median housinz value
was $26,500 and median rent, $213. Almost half (44%) of housing units within
the Township were built since 1970, 47% between 1949 and 1969 and 2% rrior to
1840.

Of the 433 vacant housing units counted in 1980, 114 were catesgorized as "held

for occasional use”. It can be assumed that the majority of these homes are
utilized as vacation homes.

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Sex, Race and Ancestry

Curtis Township is 30.7% male and 49.3% female. The predominant race in the
Township is white (98.9% of the population). American Indians make up 1.1% of
the population. Major single ancestry groups are German (16.6%), and

Ducch {10%).

PHYSICAL RESOURCES
Water Resources
wWater resources within the Township include the Alcona Dam Pond, North Lake,
Indian, Hunters, Vaughn, Thompson and Little Bear Lakes. The AuSable River,

which feeds the Dam Pond, flows southerly through Section 235 and several tribu-
taries, including Bamfield Creek, flow into it.

.
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Wildlife

Significant populations of game animals in the Township include deer, bear,
fox, rabbits, raccoon, squirrel and bobcat. Game fowl include ducks, geese,

ruffed grouse, woodcock and turkey. Fish populations include pike, trout and
several species of pan fish.

Topography

Curtis Township’s topography can be classified as gently rolling. Elevations
vary from about 800’ to 1000’. In Alcona Park, abrupt changes in elevation
occur aleng the shoreline of the Alcona Dam Pond. The elevations at the north-
ern edge of the Park begin at approximately 860' and gradually slope to the
south to meet the Pond elevation of about 830', Along portions of the western
and eastern shoreline the elevations fall drastically, creating steep banks up

to 30’ in height. A topographical map for the entire County is included in the
County’'s description.

Land Use Pattern

Curtis Township is made up of 70 square miles of land area and approximately
twe square miles of inland water. The major water area is Alcona Dam Fond.
The United States Forest Service maintains 20,861 acreas of the Township's
14,800 acreas of land area (almost 47%) as part of the Huron National Forest,
Almost 25% of the land is held by private landowners as forest recreaticon
property. About 20% of land is held for agricultural use. Less than 0% is
zoned for resort, commercial or residential use.



Climate & Soils

Clj,ma.tt_e ar}d soil conditim:ls for Alcona County are discussed in the County
portion of the plan}._.A soil map specific to Alcona Park is included belo;\-.
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The Township of Curtis is governed by a five~member elected hoard of trustees.
The following individuals make up the Township Board:

John Karoly, Supervisor
Ray Ayers, Clerk
Esther Thompson, Treasurer
Gerald Karon, Trustee
Max Main, Trustee

Other Township Commissions include the Planning and Zoning Commission, the

Road Committee and the Alcona Park Board. The Board of Trustees serves as the
recreation planning unit for the Township recreation properties other than the
Aleona Park. (Since most recreation property in the Township is within the Park
voundaries, the Board’s functioning in this capacity is minimal)}. Alcona Park
Board serves as the Recreation Commission for the Alcona Park. This Park Board
is elected to a four-vear term by Township residents. It supplies information
to the Board of Trustees, but it functions independently of this Board. Randy
Casteller serves as full time manager of the Park and supervises up to 14
employees. He is responsible for the day-to-day overseeing of Park operations,
persounel supervision, and all other actions necessary to carry out the poli-
cies established by the Park Board. He is answerable to the Park Board. Members
of the Park Board include:

Tom Roberts
Ron Sorter
Julie Curtis
Clifford Crossman
Dwain Bowman
—— Ray Blinn

Finances

finances for the acquisition and maintenance of all recreational properties
within the Township, except for Alcona Park, come through the Township Board of
Trustees. Funds are garnered from property taxes, permits and fees. Finances
for the operation, maintenance and programming of recreational facilities
within Alcona Park are provided through revenues generated by Alcona Park and
through cash and in-kind donations. Grant funds will be sought where appropri-
ate, Potential sources of grants include the Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund, Land and Water Congervation Fund, and Quality of Life (Preserving Michi-
gan’s Future} Recreation Bond Program. (Budgets for Curtis Township and for
Alcona Parks are Ziven following the organizational chart shown on the next
page).
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Organizational Structure for

‘Recreation Planning and Administration

Board
of
Trustees
' John Kay Esther Gerald Max
Karoly Ayers Thompson Kuron Main
Supervisor Clerk Treasurer Trustee Trustee
Alcona
Park Randy Casteller
Board Park Manager
Tomn Ron Julie Clifford Dwain Ray
"Roberts Sortor Curtis Crossman Bowman Blinn

Alcona Park Board

Curtis Township, Michigan

104

Acling as Recrealion Planning Comnmillee
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CURTIS TOWMNIHIP
: STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUE
For Fiscal Year Ending Maeed 31, 131!
S74 State Revenue Sharing M. 000,00
4oz Property Tax Collection 434000,00
Lt Ticenses/Permits 300,00
6413 Cemetery Lot Sales 1Epc no
664 Interest J00.00
668 Rentals 2600 .00
212 Liguor -Fupd ' s 9¢o.00 |
12 " Medical Clinie ' -
612 Alcona Park 4300.00
571 Miscellaneous/Other H400.00
6ks Duplicating 300.00
Balance lMarch 31, 1999 . (Continzency) 19,556,491
Total Antieipated Revenue aq l,-”(_.,_” ]
i
CURTIS TOWNSHIFP .
STATEMENT QI ESTIMATED EKPEI\IDI’.’.‘UB.ES
For Fiscal Year Ending MAReCH 31, 17t
< .
101=101 Tovmship Board IC..' 190 .0
‘101-171 Supervisor ) Y Aan.0n
3 —
101—-171-1 Deputy Supervisor ==
101-191 Elections ) T, }.2n0.00
. 101-209 Assessor MR .an
101—215 - Clerik 5631500
101—-215-1  Deputy Clerk Ann.n0o
101247 Board of Review Sor.on
101-253 Treasurer ELLponn
101-253-1 Deputy Treasurer RBon,.on
101—-26% _' Township Hall & Grounds 23,000.00
- 401=270 Aleona Park Y.200,00
101-276 Cemeteries Lsoo .00
101294 Duplicator A.lon.op
101-136 Fire Department 1L Y&n. an
i- 101410 Zoning/Plaming a.234.00
101411 Board of Apveals Jp0 o0
101448 treet Lipghts 3on.nn
101520 Roads &
101-601 Medical Clinic o0 0
101-751 __ Parks {Indian Lakes) Lo .00
101-757 . Recreztion/Various aYalalala
101-790 Libraries 2on.00
101-8%0 Coniingency g3
212-330 Ligquor Law Enforcement LI T
Toial Anticipzizd Ixpenditures G Y7 Yy!

J



101-270 ALCONA PARK
801 _Profegsional Services o -
860 Mileage loo.qn
900 Printing & Publishing £
Q10 Tnsurance ' Yoga .00
056 Wiscellansous /00 . ¢9
@5 ComimuNICATIONS T, Joo .00
‘ TToTal H3eo .00
101-751 PARK (INDIAN LAKES) '
702 Salaryv ' log.q0
930 Repair/Maintenance = il
' TOTAL 100.00
101-757 RECREATION/VARIOUS
930 Repairs/Maintenance 200.00
074 Building Add./Improvements 300 00
977 Eguipment -
' 2UPAL 500..00

106
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ALCONA PARKS BOARD - BUDGET

Because Alcona Park is the most signigicant recreation facility in Curtis
Township, it is appropriate to highlight certain information about this facili-
ty. To serve this purpose, a revenue and expenditure statement for 1990 ig
provided in the following pages.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE COMPARISON

Revenues Expenditures

Year to Date Year to Date
Totals as of 12-31-90 $221,802.30 5182,14¢. 32
Totals as of 12-31-89 $191,132.05 $184,529, 2

Esther A. Thompson
Cuartig Township Treasurer

Prepared by Pam Reed
Dtffice Manager

[
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ALCONA PARIC

STATEMENT OF REVENUES % EXFENDITURES

Far Hanfh Endina: December ¥1, 1990
Received Year 1990 1987
This Month To Date Budaoet Campari=an
MADERN
Farmits % 27.00
S —
Reservations % -)- -
—_— -T
Less Refunds . % B ’
) A [ — ‘ :
Total Modern Revenues _ s 27.00 72;397;§0'§' £0,000.D0 % 41,8033
EAST )
Fermits - -0-
[ —
Reservations & -
—_—
Less Refunds $ —-
[ —
Total East Revenues % ~0- 77,039.80 § 47,000,003 1= P
WEET
Fermits % -0
[ —
‘Recervations 3 -0-
Less Sefunds ] ==
Tonal Wez i Revanuas I £ -i= IT,683.30 % O 000,00 3 . i8B.T
Reservation Fees -0— 2,177.00 2,000,000 z,243,
Dumping Fees -0- 42,90 an. on 47,0
Ice Sales -0 Z,745.00 S, 000,00 3,360, 2
Shawer Fegs —— F.A35.03 I, 00100 I,345,
Wood Sales )= 2,619.79 2,000, 00 2 17T
shirt Sales -0- 2.110.73 1, 200,00 1,287
Chips,Fap, ice Tream, Syrup Saies 1.10 4,265.87 2,600.00 2, 300
*“ecnrd Cooying -0- ag, (0 00 =g,
Other Receipts - a11.07 L0 2,0%8,
Interest Incoms 1,708,464 11,148.50 75 200, 00 8,1%7.2
Cash Over/Shart —= -0~ .00 K
Ficture Sales -0- Z.84 00 B&.¢
% 1,736.76 $ 221,373.9% % 179,240,00 % 191,074,¢

TATAL
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TOTAL CGPERAT

OFERATING EXFENSES FOR MONTH ENDING:

*#Exjary/Wace

w

Auministration
Empicyer FICA
Haozpitalization
bnamployment Insurance
Oftice Bupplies
Fosfsge

Toals

3 Janitorial Suppiies

Contractad Ssrvices
Telaphans
iravel
Gazalina
Frint/Advertising

Bonds % Insurance
Workerz Comp. Inz.
Elactric

Heat

Repair/Maint. Butldinas
Repairs/Maint. Eq&zpment
Repair/Maint. Vehicles
Repair/Maint. Grounds
Rent

Contingencies
Chips,Fop, IceCream, Syry
Qther

Froperty Tawes

Wood Eixpense

lce Enpense

Shirt Expenss

Education

Uniform Expeanze

G EXFEMSE

Disbursed
This Month

Year
Ta Date

Decamber 31, 1990

1990
Budgst

1983
Camparisaon

$ BZ,473.67 $ 85,000.00

$ 80,117,068

368,70 2,431,450 Iy 006,00 3,150,123
231.31 6,309.75 &, 5100, 00 S, 803, 46
S18.37 9 82T.12 3,825,040 4,8627.31
=i- 7,161,680 7y Bl 4 &, 709,50
a4, 06 i,?88.59 Iy 00, O 2,250,353
~(im 166,85 SO0, 449, 44
—Lr- 1,178.69 1,300,600 q60, 12
-0- 1,28%.&7 by 500,00 1,529,084
—0- 1, 300,00 1,490,900 506,400
43,00 &24.34 ISR N 431,563
49,00 3,00 100,00 27 .00
- I,840, 350 T, 200, 00 3,255.36
~- 1,734.54 1,350, 00 2,114, 25
- 1,929.00 2, 000,00 i,887.(n)
1,267.00 1,267,090 2,500,900 z, 33700

—y

1,245.48  11,4£9.07 12,000, 00 &, 159.62
156,00 1,179, 40 1,300, a0 798.50
4,30 1,754.75 1, B00, 0 1,288.1%
-0 F14.14 1, 400,00 3,289, 42
~0- 1,735.42  1,800.00 920. 44
343,00 11,450.49 12,000,050 '10, 429. 06
-0~ 1.00 1.00 1.00
-0 - 7,476.00 ~0-

o} -0- 24974.73 3,000, 00 1,921.99
e - .00 -o-
-0- 2,935.11 Iy 200,000 2,734.47
-0 1,808.25 2,000.00 1,732.50
0= 3,384.50 Ty 30000 3,293,350
-y Z,535.46  Z2,536.00 1,073.52
-0 -G~ 350,00 -

343.846 T, G 47,83

-

¢ 7,339,015 & 1432,

ISE. 15 $£179 B =E T

$ 1S2,112,35

109
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SALES TAX

This Manth Year To Date

Collected % )= & 4268.31

Disbursed $ .93 % 428. 31

ARAAERLLXACEHFCRAXCARTRALRARRARL LR ER AT RARRR A F SRR AR EA AR RT A AT R AR EA A SN2 N

CAFITOL EXFENDITURES

[S—

Disbursed Year 1250
This Month Ta Date Burget
Tras Trimming —{)— $ 2, 50,00 2, D00, Q0
Major Capitol Improvements —t— 100, 00 S50, 000, OO
Ficnic Tables —(i—~ 2, 75%,05 2. 755, 00
Septic Vaults —— T,363.30 3,3500,00 -
Computer Prcgramm{ng 140,00 1,318.83 2,000, 00
Ficnic Areas =)~ 1,444,.14 1,745.00
Upgraaing dld Vaults ) —0- S, 000, 00
Dust Control —{)— 2.258.47 4,000.00
Road Improvements =i~ == 20, 000, 00
Boat Dock Eupansion =)~ 110.54 1,500.00
Favilion - East T BTN Sa000,00
Flayground Eguipment —— 790,00 2,000, GO
Dump Bai Purchase i H10. Cij 2, 300,00
Insect Cantrol —t)— 1.710.00 6,27%.75
TOTAL CAFITOL EXFENDITURES ¢ 146,00 % 19,354,064 107,279,735
NET INCOME FOR MOWMTH OF: December 31, 1150

Revenues % 1,734.74

Expenditures $ 7,4B4.08

Net Income For Month ¢ (5,747.32)

Net Incame Far 1990 39,461.78
TOTAL FUNMDS ON HAND 146,941.57
Cash Distributions: Imprest Cash % 250,00

Checking Acct. -0-

Statement Savings 13,46Z2.07

Time Certificates 132,959. 46

TOTAL FUNDS O HAND '144,941.53
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INVENTORY. OF PROPERTY

Curtis Township is made up of 70 square miles of land area and approximately
two square miles of inland water. The major water area is Alcona Dam Pond.
Curtis Township is located in the southwest portion of Alcona County. The
United States Forest Service maintains 20,881 acres of the Township’s 44,800
acres of land area.as part of the Huron National Forest. Consumers Power
Company owns approximately 1,733 acres located along the banks of the AuSakle
River which bisects the western part of the Township from north to south. The
Alcona Dam operated by Consumers Power Company has created the Alcona Dam Pond
{also known as Bamfield Pond), which forms the setting for Alcona Park.

Alcona Park, which is being leased from Consumers by the Township, includes the
Lower Landing Campground consisting of 104 modern campsites; Reed’s DPaint and
the Upper Landing Campgrounds, containing 200 and 60 campsites respectively;
and the West Shore campground which offers 120 primitive campsites. Usage of
this facility has continued to increase each year.

As previously mentioned under Water Resources, there are numerous small lakes
and streams within the Township.

Property

1. Indian Lakes Park - located two miles east of Glennie on Glennie Road. This
park consists of approximately five acres. The Township owns the property,
but provides minimal maintenance at present. A picnic area and a pump well
are availabie. Long range plans for this property include improving and
expanding the boat launching site, building an open air shelter, installinsg
barbecne stoves, and landscaping the beach.

2. Alcona Park - consists of approximately 1,000 acres on the Alcona Dam
Pond. The land is owned by Consumers Power Company. The Township, and
previously the County of Alcona, has had a long-standing lease on the
property. The Park has an on-site manager who supervises up to 14 employ-
ees. It is licensed for 470 campsites and provides both modern and primi-
tive camping sites. It also offers other outdoor recreation opportunities,
including fishing, swimming, hiking, snowmeobiling, boating, as well as
viewing scenic vistas. It is currently a loading point for 54 miles of
groomed snowmoblle trails. Because usage of this facility continues to
increase, the Township plans to develop another full service camping area
with 51 sites, create a day use beach area with cabanas, as well as make
other improvements in the next five years., Engineering studies of this
project are in progress; theyv should be completed by March or April of
1991,

3. 80 Acre Landfill - located one-half mile from the junction of Healy Road
and Body Road. About twelve vears ago this land was excavated into a bowl-
type area by a team of workers from the United States Air Force. Long range
plans for this property include: a baseball diamond and football field,
bathrooms, parking facilities, lighting, skeet shooting, target areas and
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landscaping of the grounds. Because this area is only two miles east of the
Alecona Park and because it is surrounded by Huron Huron National Forest,
Township residents feel that the landfill could be developed into an access
gsite for the snowmobile trails, cross country ski trails, and nature trails
provided on State and Federal forest land. Grant funding for these
projects would be sought.

Public Buildings

1.

Curtis Township Hall - This building rests on a two acre lot and is used
as a community center by the public. The Alcona County Commission on Aging
uses it as a nutrition site for seéenior citizens. Because extensive rencva-
tion of this building have been completed, no improvements are foreseen in
the next five years. The Township would like to acquire some adjacent land
{from 10-38 acres) to provide space for a playground, picnic area, and
possibly a baseball diamond. All social activities in the Township are
conducted in this building. School children in grades K-8 use it as a
basketball gym. It is used for school plays, Citizen Band Watch monthly
dinners, weekly bingo games, roller skating, dances, karate instruction,
weddings, Township Board meetings, and Senior citizen dinners five days per
week. Movies are shown periodically in conjunction with the County library
system and also are shown independently by local groups. All local non-
profit groups use the building at no charge.

Firehall/Library ~ This property, adjacent to the Curtis Township Hall, is
ten or twelve years old. It houses two fire trucks, one tanker truck, and

the County’s ambulance. A small branch of the County library is located at
this site.

Curtis Civic Association Hall - Located in the western portion of the
Township, this consists of an older building on one acre of land. The Hall
is used for public meetings by residents of the immediate area. Outside
worlk has been performed in the way of landscaping. Ritchen and bathrcon
facilities have been recently installed.

Other Publicly Owned Propertwv

Vaughn Lake - This area consists of a public beach and primitive boat
launch site. The property belongs to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.

North Lake - A trailhead for snowmobiles is located at the north end of
North Lake Road on National Forest land. The lake frontage area is all
privately owned.

Glennie Elementary School -~ This school is still in use by the public
schocol system. However, in exchange for use of the basketball court at the
Curtis Township Hall, the school system allows public access to the hase-
ball field for local leagues in the summer.
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Privateiyr Owned Recreaktion Points:

10.

Alcena (Canos - Privately owned canoce livery

11, Middleton’s Campgreund - This licensed private campground is located on

Bissonette Heoad in Glennie.

Other Points of Interest

12.

13.

14,

AuSable River - This river bisects the western part of the Township from
north to south. It has been designated a National Scenic River; its waters
are protected by intense watershed management which coordinates the activi-
ties of timber, recreation and wildlife. Among the wide variety of water-
fowl found aiong these waters are the mallard, black duck, green- and blue-
winged teals, widgeon, wood duck, golden eye, bufflehead, merganser, scaup,
redhead, canvasback, pintail and shoveler. A major portion of this exten-
sive water resource 1is devoted to recreation. Numerous campsites are found
along the stream banks and lake shores. Opportunities for swimming, fish-
ing and hoating are plentiful; the many stream channels offer rewarding
sport to canoeists.

Huron National Forest - Thirty-eight percent of the Township’s acreacge is
included ir the Huron National Forest. The beauty of nature found here,
the natural resources, and the many and varied forms of wildlife all con-
tribute to making this area an integral part of the Township'’s recreation
assets. Among the wildlife species are deer, bear, skunk, beaver, mink,
muskrat, otter, raccoon, fox, cottontail rabbit, snowshoe hare, fox and
gray squirrel and weasel. The recreational opportunities available are manv
and varied. They include camping, hunting, fishing, shore-to-shore hiking
and riding along the west side of the AuSable, snowmobiling, as well as
intense explorations of nature. A vista is currently being constructed at
the junction of Bamfield Road and AuSable Road. The site will include a
viewing platform, toilet, intrepretive signing, day use facilities and
parking to accommodate busses from tour groups. This is being financed
through federal monies and partnerships.

Snowmobile Trails - Alcona Park is a loading point for 34 miles of groomed
trails within the County. See Snowmobile Trail map on page 67.

Proposed Public Facilities

13.

The United States Forest Service is proposing improvement to the access
site just below the Bamfield Road bridge over the AulSahle River. Prelimi-
nary plans are for a canoe launch facility with a parking lot and toilets,
A second launch site for inner tubes is proposed about one mile south of
Bamfield Road on the Au3able River Road. Both sites will be financed
through federal, state and local monies and by donations from volunteers
and partnerships.

10
Ll



CURTIS-
VILLE

i
] i
. : .s /MQS-V .\m!:» j._ mo v ._u

_r

‘ 4

TRV

(R ]

& \
—_ —
' |
. ,

AJ AN
an.t:E

04 - E-E

Z ALCONA

/ CURTIS -TOWNSHIP

ALCONA COUNTY
MICHIGAN

WM

—'—‘————\

T — 2 —F—

111



HURON NATIONAL FOREST

ENTRANGE

PARKING

PARKING

ALCONA COUNTY PARK

WEST SIDE
PRIMITIVE AREA

UPPER
CAMPING
AREA
(67 sites)

ALCONA POND

SCENIC OVERLOOK

LOWER
CAMPING
AREA (43 sites)

BOAT LAUNCH

PICNIC &
PLAYGROUND

118



\
ALCONA POND
BOAT LAUNCH

REED'S POINT
CAMPGRQUND
{133 sites)

PICNIC &
BEACH PLAYGROUND

-

11

UPPER LANDING

PRIMITIVE
CAMPGROUND
{69 sites)

REED'S POINT &
UPPER LANDINC

BERVICE AREA

SCENIC OVERL
~




b |

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS

February 21, 1990
Alcona County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to contract
with NEMCSA to update the 1985 Recreation Master Plan.

April 23, 1990
Alcona County Board of Commissioners signed a contract with NEMCSA for
preparation of Recreation Master Plan update.

August 15, 19490

NEMCSA staff appeared at Alcona County Board of Commissioners regulariy
scheduled meeting to discuss progress on the Plan. At that time a discus
sion was held regarding whether Curtis Township should become part of a
County led areawide plan, or whether the County would apply for zrants on
behalf of Curtis Township. The Board voted to have Curtis Township ktecome
a separate grantee under an areawide plan, subject to the approval of the
Curtis Township Board of Trustees.

September 21, 1930 )

NEMCSA contacted Curtis Township regarding their status for <lusion in
an areawide plan. Randy Casteller, after receiving authoris _.a from
Curtis Township Trustees and Alcona Park Board, gave verbal go aizad in-
struction for areawide inclusion.

November, 1990
Curtis Township was sent current plan information for update and revision.

January 2, 1991 Notice of Public Comment Period legal notice was run in
Alcona County newspapers stating that public input was being taken on
the update of the Alcona County Recreation Master Plan.

January 2 through January 11, 1991, Written Public Input Period
(nc written comments received)

January, 1991
. Dratt copies of 1991 Recreation Master Plan mailed to Alcona Parks Board
for review and comment. Goal setting sessions set.

January 14, 1991
Workshop planning session with Alcona Parks Board was held. Short and
long term goals, priorities, and capital improvement scheduling discussed.

e
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10. Public hearinz on Curtis Township 1991 Recreation Master Plan set for
March Curtis Township Board meeting and March Alcona Parks Poard meet-

ing.

il, January 25, 1991
Draft plan sent to MDNR for preliminary review.

12, February 27, 1991
Public notice was printed in Alcona County Review and Alcona Herald
indicating that final copies of the Area Wide Plan and the section of
it specific to Curtis Township--with all input to date, including com-
ments, corrections, and revisions which emerged from MDNR review-- were
available for public review prior to public hearing tec be held in
Curtis Township on March 11, 189%1.

13, February 27, 1991
Copies of final revised Area Wide Plan as well as the section for
Curtis Township sent to public library in Harrisville and branches in
Lincoln and Glennie and to United States Post Office in Black River for
inspection and review by the public. Copies of the Curtis section also
sent to Curtis Township Supervisor and Chairman of Alcona Park Board.

14. March 6, 1991
Front page stories in both local newspapers {Alcona County Review and

alcona Herald) on the Area Wide Recreation Plan, with an indication of
the fact that Curtis Township’s plan was being included in this. News-
paper stories also indicated date of public hearing.

15. March 11, 1891
Public Hearing held in Curtis Township. {Input inciuded following pasge

118.)

18, March 11, 1951
Curtis Township Board of Trustees gave approval to plan for Curiis
Township, with the provision that updated maps for Alcona Park replace
the ones currently in the plan,

i7. March 20, 1991
Alcona Park Board gave approval to plan for Curtis Township.

18. March, 1991
Final copy of the plan. with adoption dccumentaion of all units of
government transmitted to Regional Planning Agency (NEMCOG) for review.

19, March, 1991
Final copy of the plan, with adoption documentation of all unibs of

government submitted to MDNR for approval.
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Affidavit of Publication

In the Matter of:
AL ptie Maning ucaoncl: KeorseZior

STATE OF MICHIGAN } &
GOUNTY OF ALGONA

WAYNE JACK, being first duly sworn, says thathe is publisher
. of the Alcona County Heraid, anewspaper publishedin the Eng-
lish language for the dissemination of local or iransmitted

s nf Puhll ‘ news and inte e of a general character and legal news
N otlce ot Pubhc Whicsh i5 a dulung;l:llﬂed nﬁpaper, and that annexed hgreﬂ;
H 2 . _ is a copy of a certain order taken from said newspaper, in
emng which the order was published:
Areawido Recreation Plan for :
Alcons County . : __/M 2 /99/
‘Public hearings on the propo--r ) m % %
sed Areawide Recreation Plan:
for Aleora County (which inelud- ) 7
es five-year recrestion plans for of
élcona County, Alcons and. Subscribed and sworn fo before ma this.=
urtis Townships) to be submitt-
ed to the Depariment of N .
Eavmern Do o N O 24
following times and locations: .
Curtis Township-March 117 ey STasain
p.m. at Curtis Township Hail, el =
Alcona Township, March 12, ‘ﬁotarv Public, Alcona County, MIichigan
7:30 p.m. at Alcona Township
Hall GENEE LARSOM
Alcona 'County, March 20 at My commission expires S i
1:30 gy IA'I o Notary PUDiC, AICONG COUNT. ..14
Gourtill)o::e ‘con - Lounty My Comrmiesion xelres Apill 13, 199

Copies of the plan will be
available after March 1st at the
Harrisville, Glennie and Lincoln
branches of the Alecons County
Library and the Black River Post
Office during normal business
hours. - -
5c
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- Affidavit of Publication

In the Matter of the Estate of

fiotice of public hearing, areawide recreation plan for Alcona County

- STATE OF TICHIGAD, | oo Janes L. Dunn being st dly sworn,

says that he is the publisher of the Alcona County Review, a
- EUUHTH UF’HLED”H . s newspaper published in the English language for the dissemination
of local or transmitted news and intelligence of a general character
and legal news, which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that
~ annexed hereto is a copy of a certain order taken from said

M newspaper, in which the order was published.
February 27, 1991 issue

- James L. Dunn

) | Oppnes Z

Subscribed and sworm to bémé me this bth

day of aareh ,19 91

A

SARBARA A. DUNNM i cona County, Michigan

- WOTARY PUBLIC - 10SCO COUNTY, M5 gt‘tagqpul;.lg' Aml cona C ginty §
A COMMISSION EXPIRES 10-23-0% g

My commission expires

“Notice of Public Hearing
Areawide Recreation Plan
“for Alcona County " '

Public hearings on the proposed Areawide Recreation

" Plan for Alcona.County {which includes five year recrea-

tion plans for "Alcona County, Alcona and Cortis

Townships) to be-submitted ta the Department of Natural §

Resources will be held at the following times and loca-
tions: - Y : :

Curtis Township March11 7p.m. -.Curris Twp. Hall )
§  Alcona Township- March 12: 7:30 p.m. 'Alcona Twp. Hall
AlconaCounty March20 T:30p.m. AlconaCo. -

. o w0 s g - L e G“l"l'hcus"

Copies of the plan will be available after March 1st at

= the Harrisville, Glennie and: Lincoln branches. of the
Alcona County Library and the. Block River. Post Office

e during normal business hours. Lo
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’AlCO_NA HE R AL

YOLUME EIGHTY-TWO

~Alcona
Recreation
Areastobe
Developed

Public hearings on Alecona
County's recreation deveiopment
over the next five year period
will be held in three locations
throughout the county this week.
The hearings scheduled for

March 11 at 7 p.m. the Curtis

Township hail, March 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the Alcona Township
Hail and March 20 at 1:30 st the
Alcona County Courthouse, will
allow residents of the County to
provide input to an Areawide

Recreation Master Plan which -

will be filed with the Department
of Natural Resources.

The 120-page document has
been developed ever the last
year by the Alcona County Board

Wedsasday, March §, 1951

" of Commissioners and Parks and
. Recreation Commission memb-

ers with the issistance of
Community Development staff .

- from Northeast Michigan Com-

munity Service Agency, Inc.

The docnment inciudes three
action plans for recreation, one
for the County as a whole and
individual plans for Alcona and
Curtis'Township. In addition, an
inventory details existing recre-
ation facilities and opportunities
in each township, city and village.
withih the County. :

The County's action plan
designaies the Harrisille' Recre-
ation Area(HRA) and the Alcona.

- Recreation Area (ARA) as

multi-use fzeilities to be develop- -
ed over the next five years.
According to the pian, these two
areas represent the only existing

- County-owned recreational pro-

perties, are well established
points of interest to tourists and
residents and are easily accessed
by the publie. )

At the HRA, the plan calls for
the addition of an entrance gate,
security lighting and bleachers,
the addition of a backstop &t the
hardball diamond, playground
equipment, a basketball court
and a parking area. Priorities at
the ARA include practice fields
for football and soccer and
protection for the underground
irrigation system, fencing “and
gates to control pedestrian
access to paid events. The®
addition of portable bleachers
and playground equipment are
also included as is a permanent
sheiter for trotter horses. The

118¢
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“improvements to each site would
be funded through Rrant-dollars,
‘summer work programs.and local
‘fund raisinig and service club
projects.. . - -
—Alcona Township's action plan
- outlines proposed improvements
to the 160-foot of Lake Huron
frontage property at the mouth
—of the Black River, including the
addition of a barrier free,
-handicap access fishing pier. The
—plan also calls for creation of a
pavilion and playground equip-
_ment for property im Arbu
Shores owned by the Township
and landscaping, cuiverting,
seeding, concrete picnic tables
and parmanent toilet faeilities for
the ‘Township property on the
East Shore of Hubbard Lake.
-Development would be funded on
through Township general funds,
local fund-raising and DNR grant
-dollars.
Curtis Township's action plan
calls for continued development
.of; Alcona, Park. The park
“represents-tiie major recrestion
. ares in the Township.and' has:.
doubled in “size- over- the past’
decade- tor approximately 1,000
acres; Remodeling and repair of
the - existing modern bathouse
-and modification of existing
facilities to accommodate handi-
capped users are among top
- pricrities. In addition, pians eall
-for the addition of a full service
campground with 54 modern

Numbe

--gites; .additional playground

equipment, 2 day use beach in
the lower landing aree of the
" park; electrical service to the
East and West primitive camp-
grounds, and creation of a nature
trails and road repair improve-
ment are also included. Funding
for these projects would come
from grant dollars and income
from park activities.
Any individual interested in
recreation within Alcona County
- may comment at the hearings or
submit written comment to
NEMCSA, 2373 Gordon Road,
Alpena, MI 49707, Attention:
Sally Lindsey. Copies of the plan
are available at the Harrisville,
Lincoln and ‘Glennie branches of
the Alcona County Library and
the Black River Post Office
during normal business hours.
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Recreation plan is subject of hearings next week

Public hearings on Alcona Coun-
ty's recreation development over the
next five year period will be held in
three locations throughout the coun-
ty this week. The hearings, sched-
uled for March 11 at 7 p.m. at the
Curtis Township Hall, March 12 at

T:3C p.m. at the Alcona Township
Hall, and March 20 at 1:30 at the
Alcona County Courthouse, will
allow residents of the county to
provide input to an Areawide Recre-
stion Master Plan which will be filed

with the Department of Natural

Resources.

The 120-page document has been
developed over the. last year by the
Alcona County Board of Com-
missioners and Parks and Recreation
Commission members with the assis-

tion piana for recreation, one for the
county as a whols and individual
plans for Alcona and Curtis Town-

RECREATION coatinued from page 1

ship. In addition, an inventory
details existing recreation facilities
end opportunities in each township,
city and village within the county.

The county’s action pian desig-
nates the Harrisville Recreation
Area (HRA) and the Alcona Recrea-
tion Area (ARA) as multi-use facili-
ties to be developed over the next
five years. According to the plan,
these two areas represent the only
properties, are wel  wstablished
points of interest to tourists and
residents and are eanily accessed by
the public.

At the HRA, the plan calls for the
addition of an entrance gate, secur-
jty lighting mnd bleachers, the
addition of a backstop at the

MARECHG6, 1991

hardbsll diamond, pieyground
equipment, a basketball court and a
parking area. Priorities at the ARA
include practice felds for football
and soccer and protection for the
underground irrigation system, fenc-
ing and gates to control pedestrian
see RECREATION, page 3

access to paid events. The addition
of portable bleachers and play-
ground equipment zre also in-

cluded as is a permanent shelter..
for trotter horses. The improve-
ments to exch site would be funded -

through grant dollars, summer
work programs and local fund
raising and service club projects.
Alconz Township's action plan
outlines proposed improvements
to the i60 foot of Lake Huron
frontage property at the mouth of
the Black River, including the
addition of a barrier free, handicap
access fishing pier. The plan also
calls for creation of a pavilion and
playground equipment for proper-
ty in Arbu Shores owned by the
township and landscaping, cul-
verting, seeding, concrete picnic
tables and permanent toilet facili-
ties for the township property on

the East Shore of Hubbard Lake.

Development would be funded

through Township general funds,

I;ci:l‘::ndni.ﬁng..md DNR grant
ollars,

Curtis Township's action -plan.

calls for continued development of
Alcona Park. The park represenis
the major recreation area in the
township and has doubled in size
over the past decade to approxi-
mately 1,000 acres. Remodeling
and repair of the existing modern
bathhouse and modifieation of
existing facilities tb accommodate
handicapped users are among top
priorities. In addition, plans call
for the addition of a full service
campground with 64 modern sites,
additonal playground equipment,

a day use bemch in the lower

landing area of the park, electrical

118d

service to the east and west
primitive campgrounds, and crea-
tion of 4 recrestion center at the
upper landing area. Further
deyelopment of nature trails and
road repair improvement are also
included. Funding for these pro-
jetis would come from grant
doliars and income from park
activities.

Any individual interested in
recreation within Alecona County
may comment at the hearings or
submit written comment to
NEMCSA, 2873 Gordon Road,
Alpena, Mi. 49707, Attention:
Sally Lindsey. Copies of the plan
are avaiiable at the Harrisville,
Lincoln and Glennie branches of
the Aleons County Library and the
Black River Post Office during
normal business hours,.
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SYNOPSIS OF COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING
CURTIS TOWNSHIP

A Public Hearing was held on March 11, 1991 to allow comment or
the Curtis Township portion of the Area Wide Recreation Plan anc
was called to order at 7p.m. at the Curtis Township Hall. Sixteer
members of the community were in attendance.

The following is a synopsis of comment:

Randy Casteller of the Alcona Park Board commented that maps of
the park included within the draft plan had been updated and that
he would forward the most recent maps for inclusion in the plan.

Margaret- Blinn asked if it appeared a grant for the Park was
likely +to be funded. Kay Kniep of Northeast Michigan Community
Service Agency, Inc, who assisted with plan preparation, explained
that the plan did not represent a specific grant application, but
was necessary in order to allow the Township to apply for DNE
grants over the next five years.

There being .no further comment, the public hearing was
adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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BASIS FOR ACTION PROGRAM

Because Alcona Park is the major recreation area in the Township, the long and
short range plans of the Township are concentrated on this facility. In the
past decade, the Park has doubled in size (from 500 acres to approximately
1,000 acres); facilities have continued to be developed; and usage continues to
increase. Statistics for park permits issued from 1985 to 1988 show an increase
of 18.3%. There was also an increase in 1989, but it is difficult to calculate
an exact percentage. (In 19892, Park officials changed the method of counting
visitors; they began counting each customer - who might have several permits -
instead of counting each permit issued.) Alcona Park is listed as no.2 in the
Township inventory map.

In order to continue to preserve the natural beauty and resources of this area,
while continuing to make it available for public use and appreciation, certain
plans have been developed for future improvements,

In 1991, remodeling and repair of the existing modern bathhouse is planned.
Twenty years of use, and averuse, of this facility has caused deterioration of
this facility; remodeling and repair are necessary.

In 1991, the Park staff plans to continue with its ongoing program of modifica-~
tions of existing facilities to accommodate handicapped users. These modifica-
tions are necessary to better serve the public and are mandated by law.

In 1992, the construction of a full service campground with 54 modern sites,
including electrical and bathhouse, is planned. At present, there is an over-
use of existing facilities. The Park’s revenues have increased each year as
have the number of permits issued. Use of the Park has increased to the point
where potential users have been turned away for lack of space. There are not
any existing campsites with sewer hookup. There is a shortage of showers and
lavatories. This new full service area will alleviate these problems.

The Park staff will alsc add additional playground equipment in their ongoing
effort to upgrade facilities.

In order to improve the community’s ability to use the waterfront area, day use
of the beach area in the lower landing will be developed in 1993,

As part of its commitment to improve accessibility to facilities, Park staff
plans to improve some of the roads in that same year.

In 1994, the Park Board plans to supply electrical service to the East Primi-
tive campground; in 1996, it plans to supply this service to the West Primitive
campground. Current trends in camping support this move to more modern facili-
ties,

In 1994 the Park staff, in their effort to improve accessibility to resources,
will further develop nature trails. A firmer base for these trails will be
built; stopping stations will @e developed.

In 1995, Park officials plan to build a Recreation Center at the upper landing.
Increased usage has created this demand.
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ACTION PROGRAM

Curtis Township has decided on the following action program. Short term objec-
tives are those they wish to accomplish within the next five years. The long
term objectives are those that are to be accomplished beyond that period. All
of these improvements will be in Alcona Park, which is listed as no.2 in the

Township’s inventory map.

.Capital Improvements and Programs - Short Term Objectives

Cost and Anticipated

Year " Improvement Funding Source
1991 Remodeling and repair of existing Approximate cost
modern bathhouse ) $80,000 {Park funds)
Modifications to existing facilities  Approximate cost
for handicapped access $5,000 (Park funds)
1992 Begin construction of full service Approximate cost
campground with 54 modern sites, $250,000 (Park funds and
electrical with bathhouse appropriate grants)
Additional playground equipment $10,000 (Park funds)
1993 Develop day use beach area in $20,000
lower landing (Park funds and

appropriate grants)

Improve roads $20,000
(Park funds)
1994 Electrical service in East Primitive $60,000
campground : (Park funds and

appropriate grants)

Continue development of nature trails $10,000
{Park funds)

1993 Recreation center in upper landing $50,000
. {Park funds and

appropriate grants)
1996 Electrical service in West Primitive 540,000

(Park funds and
appropriate grants)

Capital Improvements and Programs - Long-Term QObjectives

Bathhouse on West Primitive campground
Group campground on undeveloped northeast corner
Rental lodge/cabins

.

120



	DOC3a_20090429112442.PDF
	DOC3a_20090429112524.PDF
	DOC3b_20090429112704.PDF
	DOC3c_20090429112738.PDF
	DOCmissing_20090429124755.PDF
	DOC3d_20090429113009.PDF

