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1.  Mr. Paul Tait, Executive Director 

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
535 Griswold, Suite 300 
Detroit, Michigan  48226-3602 
(313) 961-4266 
tait@semcog.org 

8.  Mr. Dave Bee, AICP, Director 
West Michigan Regional Planning Commission 
820 Monroe Avenue, NW, Suite 214 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49503 
(616) 774-8400 
dbee@wmrpc.org 

2.  Mr. Steven Duke, Executive Director 
Region II Planning Commission 
120 W. Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Michigan  49201 
(517) 788-4426 
sduke@co.jackson.mi.us 

9.  Ms. Diane Rekowski, Executive Director 
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments 
PO Box 457  
Gaylord, Michigan  49735 
(989) 705-3734 
drekowski@nemcog.org 

3.  Lee Adams, Executive Director 
Southcentral Michigan Planning Council 
201 W Kalamazoo Ave 
Kalamazoo MI 49007 
Phone - 269.384.8305 
Email - laadam@kalcounty.com 

10.  Mr. Matt McCauley, Executive Director 
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments 
PO Box 506 
Traverse City, Michigan  49685 
(231) 929-5000 
mmccauley@nwm.cog.mi.us 

4.  Mr. John Egelhaaf, AICP, Executive Director 
Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 
185 E. Main Street, Suite 701 
Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022 
(269) 925-1137 
egelhaafj@swmpc.org 

11.  Mr. Jeff Hagan, Executive Director 
Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and 
Development Commission 
PO Box 520 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan  49783 
(906) 635-1581 
jshagan@eup-planning.org 

5.  Julie Hinterman, Executive Director 
GLS  Region V Planning and Development 
Commission 
1101 Beach Street, Room 223 
Flint, Michigan  48502 
(810) 257-3010 
jhinterman@co.genesee.mi.us 

12.  Mr. Lloyd Matthes, Executive Director 
Central Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and 
Development Commission 
2415 14th Avenue S.  
Escanaba, Michigan  49829 
(906) 786-9234 
lmatthes@cuppad.org 

6.  Ms. Susan Pigg, Executive Director 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 
3135 Pine Tree Road, Suite 2C 
Lansing, Michigan  48911 
(517) 393-0342 
spigg@mitcrpc.org 

13.  Mr. Kim Stoker, Executive Director 
Western Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and 
Development Commission 
PO Box 365  
Houghton, Michigan  49931 
(906) 482-7205 
kstoker@wuppdr.org 

7.  Ms. Susan Fortune, Executive Director 
East Michigan Council of Governments 
3144 Davenport Avenue 
Saginaw, Michigan 48602 
(989) 797-0800 
sfortune@emcog.org  

14.  Mr. Sandeep Dey, Executive Director 
West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development 
Commission 
316 Morris Avenue, Suite 340 
Muskegon, Michigan  49443-0387 
(231) 722-7878 
sdey@wmsrdc.org 

 

Mr. Donald J. Stypula, Executive Director 
Michigan Association of Regions 
4858 Havana SW 
Wyoming, MI  49509 
616-450-4217 
don.stypula@collaboration-matters.com 
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What is the MAR? 

The Michigan Association of Regions is a state association of the fourteen (14) regional councils in 
Michigan. MAR consists of a policy board of local elected and appointed officials that meets periodically to 
discuss regional policy issues and programs, and adopts legislative positions. MAR also has an Executive 
Directors Committee that meets monthly. Member services consists of advocacy of regional programs, 
training and education, research, membership surveys, networking, as well as liaison to national 
associations, including the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) and the National Association 
of Development Organizations (NADO). 

The purpose of MAR is to: 

• Establish communication and provide relevant information for and between state-designated planning 
regions; 

• Discuss community challenges and problems of mutual interest and concern, and will collaboratively 
develop policy recommendations to further the interests of state-designated planning regions; 

• Act as a single point of contact for state and federal government to reach regions and to develop a 
policy-level relationships; 

• Act as a mechanism by which state-designated planning regions can establish common standards 
and practices for its members; 

• Act as an advocate for the advancement of state-designated planning regions; 

• Act as a resource for planning expertise in Michigan. 

What is a Regional Council? 

A regional council is a multi-service entity with state and locally-defined boundaries that delivers a variety of 
federal, state, and local programs while continuing its function as a planning organization, technical 
assistance provider and “visionary” to its member local governments. As such, they are accountable to local 
units of government and effective partners for state and federal governments. 

Conceived in the 1960s, regional councils today are stable, broad-based organizations adept at consensus-
building, creating partnerships, providing services, problem solving and fiscal management. The role of the 
regional council has been shaped by the changing dynamics in federal, state, and local government 
relations, and the growing recognition that the region is the arena in which local governments must work 
together to resolve social and environmental challenges. Regional councils have carved out a valuable 
niche for themselves as reliable agents and many operate more independent of federal funding. 
Comprehensive and transportation planning, economic development, workforce development, the 
environment, services for the elderly, and clearinghouse functions are among the types of programs 
managed by regional councils. Some states, such as Georgia, have passed legislation that creates a role for 
regional councils, relying heavily on them to deliver or assist the state with a variety of programs. Of the 
39,000 local, general purpose governments in the United States (counties, cities, townships, towns, villages, 
boroughs) a total of more than 35,000 are served by Regional Councils. (Source: National Association of 
Regional Councils) 
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What is a State-Designated Planning & Development Region? 

Regional planning commissions have been around in some parts of the country since near the start of the 
last century. Planning & Development Regions look at planning issues from a larger geography than that 
examined by counties or local units of government in the region. That allows them to identify issues and 
opportunities that are not apparent at a smaller geography. They also can help local governments resolve 
issues of overlapping services, help fill gaps in services through service sharing arrangements, and help find 
resources from the federal and state governments to address unmet needs. 
 
Over the past 65 years the Michigan Legislature has created three separate, but different statutory 
approaches to addressing regional planning through voluntary substate units of government known 
variously as state planning and development regions, regional planning commissions, regional planning and 
development commissions, and councils of government (these terms are used interchangeably in this 
report). These Acts are: 

• Regional Planning Act, 1945 PA 281. 

• The regional planning portion of the County or Regional Economic Development Commission Act, 
1966 PA 46. 

• The regional planning portion of Metropolitan Councils Act, 1989 PA 292. 

State Designated Planning and Development Regions are voluntary organizations comprised of local 
governments dedicated to serving the regional planning needs of multi-county areas in all parts of Michigan. 
They are a form of local government voluntarily created by their members, which are largely representative 
of local governments in the region; although membership also includes road authorities, nonprofit 
organizations and representatives of the business community in many regions. 
 
The land area of Michigan is divided into 14 planning & development regions (hyperlink to attached map) 
with counties as the organizing unit. They range widely in size. Five have only three counties, while one has 
fourteen counties. The two smallest are only 1,711-13 square miles each in size, while the largest is 8,735 
square miles in size. Population served varies from 57,510 persons to 4,833,493 based on Census 
estimates in 2000. Population density ranges from under 14 persons/square mile in Region 13 (Western 
U.P.), to over 1,043 persons/square mile in Region 1 (Southeast Michigan). The oldest of today’s regions, 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (Region 6 in Lansing, formed in 1956), and the three county 
Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Planning Commission (formed in 1947and subsequently replaced by the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments in 1968 (SEMCOG, which covers seven counties in SE 
Michigan), originated out of a desire by local officials to coordinate transportation infrastructure planning and 
to serve as a forum for other regional issues. 

For more information regarding the Michigan Association of Region, please contact: 

Sandeep Dey, Executive Director, West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission, 216 Morris 
Avenue, Suite 340, PO Box 387, Muskegon, MI 49443-0387.  Phone: (231) 722-7878 ext 22, Fax: (231) 
722-9362, email: sdey@wmsrdc.org  
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