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Chapter 5 
Recreation Plan 

 
 

Extent of Plan Focus 
 
This Recreation Plan addresses recreational facilities and plans within the boundaries of the Charter 
Township of AuSable. The plan will evaluate the surrounding recreational opportunities of the Township 
in order to determine recreational needs of the population and to plan for improvements which fit those 
needs. 
 

Regional Setting 
 
The Charter Township of AuSable is located along six miles of shoreline on Lake Huron in northeast Iosco 
County and accounts for 3.7% of the land area in the county (one of 11 townships that make up Iosco 
County).  It encompasses approximately 21 square miles (13,518 acres) and has a population of 2,047 
people.  The township is considered rural with a population density of 97 persons per square mile.  The 
township is bordered by Oscoda Township to the north, Wilber Township to the west, Baldwin Township 
to the south, and Lake Huron to the east 
(Figure 5-1).   

The township does not have any 
incorporated places; however, it does 
contain the unincorporated Village of 
AuSable.  In the township, north-south 
traffic circulation occurs along U.S. 23, 
which bisects the township. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5-1: Charter Township of AuSable Location Map 
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Water Resources 
The Township contains the last two miles of the National Scenic Au Sable River before it flows into Lake 
Huron.  The Au Sable River runs approximately 138 miles through the northern Lower Peninsula, including 
the towns of Grayling and Mio, and enters Lake Huron at the Charter Township of AuSable.  It is considered 
one of the best trout fisheries east of the Rockies and has been designated as a blue-ribbon trout stream 
by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  The Charter Township of AuSable is the site of the 
finish line for the annual Au Sable River Canoe Marathon, which attracts thousands of visitors to the 
region. 
 
Nearly 1/3 (6 miles) of the Charter Township of AuSable’s border is Lake Huron Shoreline, which is a key 
element in defining the character of the township. Lake Huron is the second largest of the Great Lakes 
(surface area is 23,000 square miles); has the longest shoreline (3,827 miles) and 30,000 islands (mostly 
concentrated in the Georgian Bay area).  
 

Forests  
The vast majority of the land in the Charter Township of AuSable is woodlands since the township lies 
within the Huron National Forest (Figure 6-1).  Approximately 3,000 acres are owned by the National 
Forest Service, with all but 200 acres located in the northern third of the township.  The Forest Service 
lands are dominated by jack pine, red pine, oak and aspen forests.  
 
South of the Forest Service lands and west of the Lake State Railway railroad corridor are large tracts of 
privately owned lands. The lowland forests (northern white cedar, black spruce, tamarack, white spruce, 
balsam poplar, and black ash species) and shrub-scrub wetlands, marshes, wet meadows and bogs are the 
predominate cover types in this portion of the township. Sandy ridges and low hills have oak, aspen and 
white pine forests.  
 
The sandy, well drained ancient shorelines are dominated by red, white and jack pines, red oak, aspen, 
and red maple forests. Forest types in the wooded dune and swale complexes are variable and dependent 
upon soil type, depth to the water table and human activities. The sandy ridges are usually covered with 
oak, white pine, red maple and aspen forests. The linear wet depressions may support forests with 
northern white cedar, black spruce, white spruce, balsam fir, black ash and red maple forests, or non-
forested wetlands with tag alders, red osier dogwoods, sedges, grasses and cattails. 
 

Administrative Structure and Budgets 
The Township Board oversees the Parks and Recreation functions in the Charter Township of AuSable.  
The Board has the authority to commit funds for parks and recreation, accept grants and purchase land 
on behalf of the community.  They are advised by an informal Parks and Recreation Committee that 
consists of the superintendent, the DPW manager, and one Board member. Sources of funds for the parks 
and recreation functions in the township include the township general fund, grants, and donations.  Table 
5-1 shows the budget for Parks and Recreation in the Charter Township of AuSable.   
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Recreation Programs 
The Charter Township of AuSable does not offer any recreation programs.  A local men’s recreational 
softball league uses McCuaig Park for a softball league.   
 
 

Relationship with Other Public Agencies & Role of Volunteers  
The Charter Township of AuSable is currently working with Iosco County, Oscoda Township, and the U.S. 
Forest Service on the development of the first phase of the Iosco Exploration Trail which will run from the 
Au Sable River westward to the Oscoda Schools Complex.  The Iosco Exploration Trail is planned to run 
from Oscoda to Hale and is part of the statewide Iron-Belle Trail.  The Charter Township of AuSable is also 
working with other agencies to create and develop the Sunrise Coastal Trail, which follows US-23 along 
the Lake Huron shoreline.  Local volunteers assist with ball field maintenance during the softball league 
season. 

Table 5-1 
Charter Township of AuSable Parks & Recreation Budgets 

 

 2018 2019 2020 2021 
Operation & Maintenance $10,357 $9,343 $11,152 $11,757 
Capital Improvements $0 $312,942 $77,000 $50,000 
Programming None None None None 

Source: Charter Township of AuSable  

Township Board of Trustees
Kevin Beliveau Kelly Graham Mary Jo Samotis Alanda Barnes              Yvette Ramsdell 

Supervisor Clerk Treasurer Trustee Trustee

Ron Janis     Vacant                    
Trustee                               Trustee

Board of Review
Zoning Board of 

Appeals
Henry Altman, 

Chairman
Kurt Beck

Kevin Beliveau
Gina Cinquino

Dolores Svoboda

Planning 
Commission

Kurt Beck, Chairman
Diana London, Vice 

Chairman
Ron Janis

Jeff Lamrock
Mike Pardington

Parks and 
Recreation 
Committee

Yvette Ramsdell
Kelly Graham

Cal Taylor
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Recreation Inventory  
 
The Charter Township of AuSable owns and operates six parks and recreation facilities.  A seventh facility, 
the Harbor Street Handicap Fishing Access Site is owned by the Iosco County Road Commission and 
operated by the Charter Township of AuSable.  Four of the parks provide water views or access and the 
other three are located inland (Figure 5-2).  
 
Accessibility 
Creating a park system that is safe, accessible, and usable to all individuals, including those with 
disabilities, is essential.  A grading system has been developed by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) to easily identify those parks and facilities which are most and least handicap accessible 
and usable, based on ADA guidelines. The accessibility grading system uses a five point system ranging 
from one (none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines) to five (the entire park was 
developed/renovated using the principals of universal design) (Table 5-2).   
 
An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of the Charter Township of AuSable parks 
was conducted during the summer of 2020.  The assessment consisted of a visual inspection of each park 
in regard to access and circulation of the park facilities.  As noted in the inventory listing below, some of 
the parks do not meet all criteria for handicap accessibility.  The Charter Township of AuSable is dedicated 
to continuing its efforts towards improving accessibility at each of its parks when improvements are made.  
This includes accessible parking, paths, restrooms, activity areas, amenities, and signage. 
 

Table 5-2 
MDNR Accessibility Grading System for Parks and Recreational Facilities 

Accessibility Grade Definition 

1 None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

2 Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

3 Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines. 

5 The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of 
universal design. 

 
Inventory Procedures 
The methods used by NEMCOG staff to compile this recreational inventory include verification and 
compilation of information from the previous Recreation Plan, site visits to each facility, and compilation 
of information provided by Township officials.  Compiled information was compared to existing 
information to ensure consistency and/or accuracy. 
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The Charter Township of AuSable Recreational Facilities 
The Charter Township of AuSable owns and maintains seven recreational facilities: Children’s Park, Harbor 
Street Boat Ramp, Shoreline Park, Finish Line Park, McCuaig Park (formerly Billy McQuaig Park and Oscoda 
Park/Billy McQuaid Park), Old AuSable River Walk and Ski Path, and the Trailhead Marketplace (Figure 5-
2). 

1. Children’s Park 
Size:  4 Acres 
Location: Off of Harbor Street between O-Toole and Stockman Street 
Service Area:  Entire Region 
General Purpose:  Neighborhood Play Park 
Accessibility:  3 
Features:  Basketball court, playground, pavilion, walking path, exercise stations 

 
 

2. Harbor Street Boat Ramp 
Size:  0.1 Acres 
Location: 615 East Harbor Street 
Service Area:  Entire Region 
General Purpose:  Special Use Park 
Accessibility:  2 
Features:  Boat launch providing public 
access to the Au Sable River.  No 
maintenance or infrastructure schedules, 
events, marketing, or partnerships. 
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3. Shoreline Park 
Size:  6 Acres 
Location: Corner of N Huron Road and Smith 
Street 
Service Area:  Entire Region 
General Purpose:  Community Park 
Accessibility:  3 
Features:  Swimming beach, gazebo, picnic 
area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Finish Line Park 
Size:  0.5 Acres 
Location: 500 S State Street 
Service Area:  Entire Region 
General Purpose:  River Viewing Area 
Accessibility:  3 
Features:  Open space viewing area of        
Au Sable River 
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5. McCuaig Park (formerly Billy McQuaig Park and Oscoda 
Park/Billy McQuaid Park) 

Size:  49 Acres 
Location: Off of Industrial Drive 
Service Area:  Charter Township of AuSable and Oscoda Township 
General Purpose:  Community Park 
Accessibility:  3 
Features:  3 ball diamonds, 2 basketball courts 

 
 

6. Old AuSable River Walk & Ski Path 
Size:  4 Acres 
Location: Off of State Street SW 
Service Area: Oscoda Township and the Charter Township of AuSable 
General Purpose:  Passive Local Park adjacent to Senior Center 
Accessibility:  4 
Features:  0.4 mile Walking Path 
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7. Trailhead Marketplace 
Size: 1 acre 
Location: Next to the Township Hall, South of Shoreline Park 
Service Area: Charter Township of AuSable 
General Purpose: Trails 
Accessibility: 3 
Features:  The trailhead marketplace provides a place for the Iron Belle, Shore to Shore Trail, 
and the Sunrise Coast Birding Trail in the Charter Township of AuSable to meet in one location. 
 

 
 

Figure 5-2 Charter Township of AuSable Recreation Sites 
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Other Facilities within the Charter Township of AuSable 
The MDNR Au Sable River Mouth Access Site is located directly north of AuSable Shoreline Park and 
features beach access and a large boat launch facility.  The Oscoda Public School Complex includes 
outdoor ball fields, a football field, track, and playground.  The Oscoda/Tawas KOA Holiday is a private 
campground.  The Au Sable Huron Condominium Marina is a privately-owned marina with 104 boat slips, 
fish cleaning station, dockside power, water, Wi-Fi, and on-site winter storage.  Lastly, there are 
approximately 3,000 acres of federally owned Huron National Forest Lands within the township.   

 
Recreation Opportunities Outside of the Township’s Boundaries 
Residents of the Charter Township of AuSable can also utilize recreational facilities outside of the 
township.  Iosco County has 94 miles of snowmobile trails that run from South Branch to Oscoda, and 
from the Sand Lake area to the north side of the Au Sable River.  The trails are groomed by the Iosco 
County Parks Commission.  Listed below are the public and private recreational facilities in the vicinity of 
the Charter Township of AuSable.   
 

City of Tawas 
Public Private 
Gateway Park and Boat Launch Tawas Bay Condominium Marina 
Town Square Park Tawas Lanes 
Shoreline Park Family Theater  
Union Square Park Tawas Bay Players 
Independence Park Tawas Bay Ice Arena 
Elms Neighborhood Park Red Hawk Golf Club 
Tawas City Sports Complex Tawas Creek Golf Course 
Sawyer Thornton Park Tawas Tennis Association 
Tawas City Nature Preserve Shady Oaks Campground 
City Hall Boardwalk/Veterans Park and 
Canoe/Kayak Launch Tawas River Trailer Park 
Tawas Bay Ice Arena Tawas RV Park 

 

City of East Tawas 
Public Private 
Bolen Park Blues by the Bay 
East Tawas Community Center, City Hall 
and East Tawas Library Jerry’s Marina 
Dillion Park Tawas Point Harbor 
Durant Park Tawas Bay Yacht Club 
MDNR Tawas Lake Boat Launch  
MDNR Cooperative Boat Launch  
Harbor Park  
East Tawas City Park  
Huron Lakeshore Trail/Iron Belle Trail  
Tawas Bay Playhouse  
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City of East Tawas 
Public Private 
Iosco County Historical Museum  
Tawas Point State Park/ Sandy Hook 
Nature Trail  

 

 

Oscoda Township 
Public Private 
Oscoda Area Schools Goodwin Gersham Site 
Van Etten Lake State Forest Campground Lakewood Shores Golf Course 
Oscoda Township Beach Park YMCA Camp Nissokone 
Piety Hill Camp Cherith 
Oscoda Huron Sunrise Park The Landing 
Oscoda Riverbank Park AuSable River Queen 
Furtaw Field Boat Charter Services 
Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport Farm Markets 
Oscoda Community Center Lake Theater 
Sports Complex Shoreline Players 
Ken Ratliff Memorial Park Northeast Michigan Marine 
Warrior Pavilion Riverview Marina 
Old Orchard Park  
Foote Site Park  
Huron Manistee National Forest  
River Road: National Forest Scenic 
Byway  
Lumberman’s Monument Visitor 
Center/Campground  
Canoe Memorial Scenic Overlook  
Kiwanis Monument  
Iargo Springs Interpretative Site  
Iron Belle Trail  
Shore to Shore Riding/Hiking Trail  
Eagle Run Cross-County Ski and Nature 
Trail  
High Banks Trail  
ORV Trails  
Snowmobile Trails  
Sunrise Coast Birding Trail  
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Wilber Township 
Public Private 
Tuttle Marsh Wildlife Area Red Hawk Golf Course 
Corsair Ski Trails  

 

Grant Township 
Public Private 
Bike Path Northern Bear Paw RV Park 
Au Gress River Roadside Park  

 

Plainfield Township 
Public Private 
Round Lake Campground and Boat 
Launch Wicker Hills Golf Coursee 
Londo Lake East Park Boat Launch Green Valley RV Campground 
American Legion Park  
Rollways Park  
South Branch Trail Camp  
Hale School District  
Corsair Trail  
Iosco County Fairgrounds  
Huron National Forest  
Riding and hiking trail on the west side 
of the Au Sable River  
MDNR snowmobile trails  
Township Hall Park  
Londo Lake West Park  
Jose Lake Beach  
Chain Lake Beach  
Loon Lake Park  
Long Lake Park and Boat Launch  
Loon Lake  

 

Alabaster Township 
Public Private 
Alabaster Pathway and Arboretum/Iron 
Belle Trail  

 

Tawas Township 
Public Private 
Tawas Area Schools Trails End Ranch Campground 

 
 



Charter Township of AuSable Master and Recreation Plan    Recreation 5-12 

Recreation Outside of Iosco County 
In addition to recreation in Iosco County, township residents have access to recreational opportunities in 
Alcona, Arenac, and Ogemaw Counties.  Community-based recreation in Alcona County includes 
Greenbush Recreation Area, Ten Acres, Pine River National Forest Campground, and many public access 
sites, campgrounds, and community parks.  Ogemaw County offers many recreational opportunities 
including camping, swimming, snowmobiling, and hiking at Rifle River Recreation Area, picnicking at Logan 
Township Park and Prescott Village Park, and participation in baseball, softball, soccer, and disc golf 
activities at the Ogemaw Hills Recreation Complex.  Within Arenac County, recreation includes three 
Outdoor Adventure Resorts, Point AuGres Marina and Campground, Wigwam Bay Wildlife Area, Au Gres 
Delta Nature Preserve, and many golf courses, boat launches, and trails.  It is important to note that while 
these regional recreational opportunities are available to township residents, many require fees, and all 
require travel in order to access them.  
 
 

The Charter Township of AuSable Recreation Grant History 
Five grants were received for the following parks through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
recreation grants program (Appendix A).  The Charter Township of AuSable received and successfully 
completed three grants for Children’s Park and the Old AuSable River Trail.  In 2012, McCuaig Park was 
transferred to the Charter Township of AuSable from Oscoda Township.  Oscoda Township received and 
successfully completed the two grants for McCuaig Park (formerly Billy McQuaig Park and Oscoda 
Park/Billy McQuaid Park). 
 
McCuaig Park (formerly Billy McQuaig Park and Oscoda Park/Billy McQuaid 
Park), 1972, Grant #: 26-00381 
Construct two ball diamonds, one restroom/concession building, a water system, an electrical system 
and parking. 
 
McCuaig Park (formerly McQuaig Park and Oscoda Park/Billy McQuaid Park), 
1975, Grant #: 26-00798 
Construct three tennis/basketball courts and a LWCF sign. 
 
AuSable River Children’s Park, 1989, Grant #: BF89-053  
Develop the picnic areas, playground area, and basketball court.  Add grills, park benches, 
playground equipment, a pavilion, a basketball court, and landscaping. 
 
AuSable River Children’s Park, 2016, Grant #: RP16-0086 
Develop a new ten station fitness course within Children’s Park. 
 
Old AuSable River Trail, 1993, Grant #: 26-01537 
Develop a short trail for nature hikes or cross-country skiing.  The project includes asphalt paths, a 
gazebo and benches, and a survey. 
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Parks and Recreation Goals 

After reviewing input from the community and the Township’s demographic characteristics, the following 
goals and objectives were created to provide guidance in the development of recreational projects. 
 
Goal 1 
Create a recreational system that is visible, that is promoted, and is easily accessible to all users. 
 

Objective 1.1 Improve universal accessibility across all parks in the township. 
 

Objective 1.2 Use signage and maps to connect the local trail system with established trail 
systems. 

 
Objective 1.3 Ensure recreation facilities are conveniently located in and near residential areas. 
 
Objective 1.4 Provide a balance of recreational amenities which are oriented to the aging 

population to increase the desirability of the community to retirees.  
 
Objective 1.5 Provide recreational amenities which are oriented toward the younger 

population and families in order to increase the livability of the community to 
attract young families to the area and retain older youth. 

 
Objective 1.6 Retain and sustainably manage public lands for future generations. 
 
Objective 1.7 Promote recreational facilities in the township.  
 
Objective 1.8 Pursue the acquisition of other recreational lands, if necessary and feasible, to 

expand the types of recreation available to residents and visitors.  
 
Goal 2 
Actively improve and maintain recreational resources in the Charter Township of AuSable. 
 

Objective 2.1 Adopt a capital facilities program to prioritize and identify funding for expanding 
existing amenities that would serve the Township’s population and support the 
ongoing activities at those facilities. 

Objective 2.2 Prepare and implement a regular maintenance plan to keep the Township’s 
parks in good condition. 

Objective 2.3 Repair and replace worn out and damaged equipment. 

Objective 2.4 Improve and enhance access to the Au Sable River and Lake Huron. 
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Objective 2.5 Develop multi-use pathways for recreation and transportation uses and 
continue to work towards the completion of the Iron Belle Trail in Iosco County. 

Objective 2.6 Establish a trailhead marketplace near where multiple established trails 
converge (Iron Belle Trail, Shore to Shore Trail, and Sunrise Coast Birding Trail) 
which can also house a regional farmer’s market.  

Goal 3 
Ensure a thorough and regional Recreational Planning Process. 
 

Objective 3.1 Regularly update the 5-year Parks and Recreation Plan in order to ensure the 
recreation system reflects current needs of the community. 

Objective 3.2 To develop and maintain strong local government involvement in recreational 
and tourism planning and projects. 

Objective 3.3 Seek grant funding and other financial assistance to help acquire and develop 
recreational facilities and achieve the recreation goals of this Plan. 

Objective 3.4 Support cooperative regional recreation planning and development with Iosco 
County, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and other surrounding 
communities. 

Objective 3.5 Improve the quality of life for residents and bring visitors to the Charter 
Township of AuSable by maintaining, improving and expanding recreation 
within the township and surrounding areas by working cooperatively with local 
and State governmental agencies, community service agencies, and local 
businesses. Create recreational opportunities for people of all abilities and 
recreational needs. 

Goal 4 
Provide opportunities for passive recreation, allowing residents and visitors to enjoy the 
natural beauty of the township. 
 

Objective 4.1 Pursue the acquisition of natural areas in the community and protect them for 
one of three purposes: “keep out” natural areas for strict preservation and 
restoration, “look only” natural areas (may include nature trails, sitting areas, and 
other passive recreation), and “look-and-touch” natural areas (nature education 
centers and natural resources gardens) at which people are allowed to touch 
nature, to hands-on grow nature, to hands-on sustain nature, and to practice 
sustainability using nature. 

 
Objective 4.2 Promote the development of non-motorized trails in the Township’s preserved 

natural spaces. 
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Parks and Recreation Action Plan 
With the goals and objectives in place, the Charter Township of AuSable has developed a five-year action 
plan that will enable it to move toward accomplishing the goals and objectives.  The action program details 
the direction the Township wishes to take over the next five years in order to maintain and improve the 
quality and diversity of its park and recreation opportunities.   
 
Table 5-3 shows the potential projects with each action item relating to one or more of the goals. The 
projects are prioritized as low, medium, or high.  Furthermore, the projects are part of the Township’s 
overall capital improvements plan and have been established to provide a framework for decision makers 
and to enable the community to apply for grant funding for the proposed projects.   
 
It should be noted the listed projects are not fixed elements nor are they exhaustive since future 
circumstances, especially availability of funding, may influence the order in which projects are completed.  
The project list reflects the results from public input, township officials and staff, and maintenance needs.   
 

Table 5-3 
Charter Township of AuSable 

Parks & Recreation Action Plan 2021 - 2025 
Improvement Relates to Goal Priority 

Trails 

Partner with Iosco County to develop the Iosco Exploration Trail 1, 2, 3 High 

Develop and install the Trailhead Marketplace 1, 2 High 

Children’s Park 

Install mile markers on pathways 1, 2, 4 High 

Update existing play equipment  2 Medium 

Old AuSable River Walk/Ski Path at the Senior Center 

Install dog waste bag dispensers 2 High 

Improve entrance to the facility  1, 2 Medium 

Marketing campaign to promote facility 1 Medium 

McCuaig Park 

Construct a dog park 1 Low 

General 

Construct a campground near water (location to be determined) 1, 2 Low 
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Basis for Action 
Recreation planning in the Charter Township of AuSable should consider its populations. 

1. The township has a large mid-life population.  The median age is 53.0 years old, which is 
older than the State of Michigan’s median age of 39.7 years old.  Individuals 45 to 64 years 
of age make up 31.3% of the population, while individuals aged 65 and older make up 27.9%.  
Therefore, this population should be given consideration when planning for recreational 
activities. 
 

2. Young people, aged 19 and under, make up 17.8% of the Township’s population, while 
individuals between the ages of 20 to 44 years represent 23.0% of the population.  Given 
the population make up, the recreational facilities in the township need to appeal to diverse 
age groups. 
 

3. The township’s median household income is $43,787 compared to the State’s median 
income of $54,938.  About 53.2% of the households in the township receive social security 
income compared to 34.5% statewide.  Additionally, 37% of the households receive 
retirement income compared to 22.5% statewide.  The Township’s unemployment rate is 
6.0% compared to 4.1% statewide.  Consideration should be given to whether or not 
residents can afford to incur the cost of recreational activities and the drive time and 
expenses associated with travelling to recreational facilities.   

Figures obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2014-2018 5-year estimates and the Michigan 
Labor Market Information. 

With the Township’s population in mind, the following factors also influence recreational development 
in the Charter Township of AuSable: 

1. All residents and visitors should have access to safe routes that connect recreational facilities, 
residential areas, and local attractions throughout the township.  Consideration of public safety, 
accessibility and inclusivity will be taken into account when planning for recreational 
opportunities within the township. 
 

2. The Charter Township of AuSable has an abundance of natural (the Au Sable River and Lake Huron) 
and recreational spaces with amenities that improve the quality of life in the township.  Providing 
year-round recreational opportunities in these spaces will attract visitors and offer a means of 
enjoyment for residents.  These spaces will also provide opportunities for social interaction. 
 

3. All residents and visitors should be able to enjoy recreational opportunities in the township.  
When planning, consideration will be given to the type of parks, their location, their distribution, 
and the type of recreational activities that are offered. 
 

4. The maintenance and operation of existing and new recreational facilities will balance the 
preservation of the natural environment and scenic areas with tourism potential. 
 

5. All residents and visitors should be able to easily access information about the Township’s 
recreational facilities and be able to find the facilities with wayfinding signage.  When marketing 
the recreational system, the Township will consider working with area tourism groups and 
agencies. 
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Charter Township of AuSable Planning Process 
Public Input 
Development of a community recreation plan must involve interaction and input from citizens and 
community groups. The Township Planning Commission was the lead entity in developing the Recreation 
Plan and opted to publish an online survey to gather comprehensive public opinion and ideas about the 
future of parks and recreation in the township to most effectively gather public input. The survey was 
available to both township and surrounding area residents.  The Township received 107 survey responses, 
which is equal to approximately 5.8% of the Township’s population.  The survey results can be found at 
the following website:  
http://www.discovernortheastmichigan.org/downloads/ausabletwpmprp_survey_results_2020.pdf.  
This is an excellent response rate in such a small community, so the community was well represented in 
the process. In fact, many community members left individual comments within the survey. After all public 
input was gathered and recorded, the Planning Commission met to prioritize projects for the Action Plan 
and to develop a Capital Improvements Schedule.  A timeline for the development of the recreation plan 
is included below the survey results. 

 

Survey Results 
Township Recreational Facilities and Activities 
The majority of respondents enjoy bicycling, bird watching/wildlife and nature viewing, boating/sailing, 
camping, canoeing/kayaking, attending concerts and festivals, hiking/walking, swimming, going to 
theaters (live and cinema), and picnicking.  Approximately 67.4% travel between 0 and 10 miles to use 
recreational facilities.  Additionally, 69.6% of the respondents support the township in funding the 
promotion and expansion of the non-motorized trail network and its amenities. 
 
Respondents leave the township for fishing/charter fishing, boating, ATV/ORV trails, swimming, ice 
skating, camping, hunting, softball/baseball fields, roller skating, basketball, golfing, concerts, museums, 
children’s activities and lessons, amusement parks, theaters, and boardwalks.  Other recreational facilities 
used in the area include the High Banks Trail, Tuttle Marsh, Lumberman’s Monument/River Road area, 
Largo Springs, Oscoda area school facilities and parks, Eagle Run, Sawmill boat launch, access sites for 
Whirlpool and Dam Rivers, Corsair trails, Hubbard Lake or Van Etten Lake, Au Sable River pier, Oscoda and 
Tawas concerts, and area campgrounds and beaches. 
 
SHORELINE PARK 
Approximately 46.0% of respondents use this park 2+ times per week, weekly, or monthly, while 46% 
occasionally use the park.  The respondents utilize the park for the farmer’s market, mini golf, swimming, 
nature viewing, picnicking, hiking/walking, and volunteering.  
 
Recommended Improvements: 

• Increase park maintenance efforts  
• Implement strategies to address the rising water levels that flood the walking path and cause 

shoreline erosion (fill dirt, raised walkways, etc.) 
• Construct bathroom facilities  
• Construct a playground  
• Expand the beach 
• Replace the wooden planks on the walkway 
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• Construct a bigger pavilion 
• Add picnic tables and install lights 
• Develop and implement a no smoking policy for the entire park 
• Install wayfinding signage 
• Develop the entrance to attract people 

 
CHILDREN’S PARK 
About 32.0% of respondents use this park 2+ times per week, weekly, or monthly, while 38% occasionally 
use the park.  The majority of the respondents utilize the park for its playgrounds, basketball, picnicking, 
and baseball/softball fields. 
 
Recommended Improvements: 

• Increase park maintenance efforts 
• Add sheltered seating, water fountains, and lights 
• Construct a splash pad 
• Update bathroom facilities 
• Replace existing play equipment  
• Add other recreational options for kids 
• Provide instructions about how to use exercise equipment 
• Install mile markers on pathways 
• Add beaches 
• Add another pavilion 

 
HARBOR STREET BOAT RAMP 
About 87.8% of respondents occasionally or never use the ramp.  Out of the respondents who use the 
ramp, they use it for boating and fishing. 
 
Recommended Improvements: 

• Make the ramp handicap accessible 
• Add seating 
• Replace ramps 
• Lessen the severity of the grade to the water 
• Add a larger dock/a dock on each side of the launch 
• Address weeds/slimy water  
• Update its appearance 

 
FINISH LINE PARK 
Approximately 89.8% of respondents occasionally or never use the park.  The respondents who use the 
park use it for fishing, special events/workshops, and volunteering. 
 
Recommended Improvements: 

• Increase park maintenance efforts (fertilize, weed control, and geese elimination) 
• Add seating, garbage cans, and lights 
• Add a seawall to fish from 
• Expand the parking area 
• Construct a boardwalk along the east side of the river’s edge 
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OLD AUSABLE RIVER WALK/SKI PATH AT THE SENIOR CENTER 
About 86.0% of respondents occasionally or never use the park.  Out of the respondents who used the 
park, they hike/walk and volunteer. 
 
Recommended Improvements: 

• Install wayfinding signage 
• Develop the entrance to attract people 
• Create a marketing campaign to promote the river walk and senior center 
• Add lights for evening walkers, garbage cans and doggy bag stands 

 
MCCUAIG PARK 
About 87.8% of respondents occasionally or never use the park.  The respondents who use the park utilize 
the baseball/softball fields. 
 
Recommended Improvements: 

• Increase park maintenance efforts (mow grass, grade gravel, etc.) 
• Install wayfinding signage 
• Develop the entrance to attract people 
• Develop a future vision for the park and implement strategies to meet the vision 
• Resurrect ball leagues 
• Add playground equipment 
• Install a gravel bike path through McCuaig Park to Grass Lake Road 
• Construct basketball courts and tennis courts 
• Pave the parking lot for the soccer fields 
• Construct a dog park 
• Install an ice rink in the winter 
• Open the gate to increase usage 
• Install security cameras to prevent vandalism 
• Hold more events at the park 
• Close the park and use the land to expand the cemetery 
• Transform the park into an ATV friendly camping area with lighting and water 

 
Recommendations for new or expanded recreational facilities and activities: 

• Sponsor fishing tournaments 
• Promote, expand, and utilize ATV/ORV trails 
• Install a kayak launch 
• Elevate walking paths to prevent flooding issues 
• Add a splash pad at Shoreline Park or Children’s Park 
• Expand the bike paths with bike stop facilities at Shoreline Park 
• Extend the river walk 
• Construct modern restrooms 
• Construct an indoor sports complex 
• Have later closing hours and weekend hours for the farmer’s market 
• Construct/provide a place to hold showers, weddings, receptions, and parties 
• Provide more opportunities for bird watchers 
• Construct a walking/running/bike trail 
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• Construct a community gathering/bandshell area for events and small local music venues 
• Provide information about the township parks and events to residents, including detailed and 

easy to understand trail maps 
• Host seasonal community gatherings (summer picnics, snowman contest, Christmas potluck, etc.) 
• Provide more year-round outdoor activities  
• Provide recreational opportunities/programs/classes for preschool aged children and teenagers 

(ballet, gymnastics, dance, sports, etc.) 
• Construct a campground and picnic area near the water 
• Complete the non-motorized path, including the rail trail 
• Develop a program for concerts/street dances  

 

Schedule Timeline 
 

January 2020 Township Officials contract with Northeast Michigan Council of 
Governments (NEMCOG) to assist in drafting a recreation plan/master 
plan for the Charter Township of AuSable. 

March 2020 NEMCOG drafted an online survey with general and specific recreation 
questions using SurveyMonkey software. NEMCOG staff worked with 
township officials/planning commission to finalize the survey. Planning 
Commission approves final survey.    

March 2020 Survey is released to the public.  The survey was available on the 
township’s website and Facebook page.  Additionally, paper copies of the 
survey were available at the Township Office. 

March – June 2020 Northeast Michigan Council of Governments reviewed expired plan and 
made updates to the community description, administrative structure 
and recreation inventory. 

June 2020 NEMCOG staff conducts on-site visits to each recreational facility in the 
township and conducts a barrier-free assessment.  

July 1, 2020 The public input survey was closed and results were compiled.  

October 21, 2020 NEMCOG staff met with the Planning Commission to discuss survey 
results and formulate goals, objectives and an action plan.  

November 25, 2020 The Planning Commission voted to approve the final draft of the 
Recreation Plan and to put the plan out for the 30-day review period.  

December 9, 2020 A public notice appeared in the Oscoda Press advertising the Recreation 
Plan was available for review and the date of the public hearing. 

January 13, 2021 The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Recreation Plan.  
No comments were received from the public through email, mail, or in-
person.  The Planning Commission passed a Resolution of Adoption.  

January 19, 2021 The Township Board passed a Resolution of Adoption.  
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Survey Publicity 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Charter Township of AuSable Master and Recreation Plan    Recreation 5-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Charter Township of AuSable Master and Recreation Plan    Recreation 5-23 

Notice of Draft Plan’s Availability for the 30 day Review Period and Public 
Hearing Notice 
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Public Hearing and Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
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Planning Commission Adoption Resolution 
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Township Board Meeting Minutes 
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Township Board Adoption Resolution 
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Iosco County Submittal Letter 
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East Michigan Council of Governments Submittal Letter 
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Community Park and Recreation Plan Checklist 
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Appendix A 
Post Completion Self-Certification Reports 
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Billy McCuaig Recreational Park Entrance Sign 
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Program Plaque is on order 
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Billy McCuaig Recreational Park Entrance Sign 

 

 



Charter Township of AuSable Master and Recreation Plan    Appendix A 

 

Program Plaque is on order 
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Children’s Park Entrance Sign 
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Children’s Park Entrance Sign 

 

 

Children’s Park Recreation Passport Plaque 
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Old AuSable River Walk and Ski Path Entrance Sign and Plaque 
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