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Chapter 1                        
Community Description 

 

Extent of Plan Focus 
This Recreation Plan addresses recreational facilities and characteristics within the boundaries 
of Albert Township.  The plan will evaluate the surrounding recreational opportunities as well 
as the socio-economic status of the Township and the surrounding area to determine 
recreational needs of the population and to plan for improvements which fit those needs. 

Regional Location 
Albert Township covers approximately 70.6 square miles in the southwestern section of 
Montmorency County within Michigan’s Northeastern Lower Peninsula (Figure 1-1).  It is 
rectangular and encompasses Town 29 North Range 1 East and Town 29 North Range 2 East.  
The Township is bordered by Otsego County to the west, Oscoda County to the south, Loud 
Township to the east, and Vienna and Briley Townships to the north.   

Climate 
The area’s distinct four seasons offer an ever changing landscape and provide ample 
opportunities for year-round outdoor activities.  Snowmobiling, skiing and ice fishing are some 
of the area’s popular winter sports, while summertime activities include swimming, boating, 
fishing, hiking, and camping.  Spring-time brings out the mushroom hunters and bird watchers, 
while many wait for the autumn months to enjoy hunting and fall color tours.  The Township is 
located 60 miles inland from Lake Huron and 100 miles inland from Lake Michigan, which 
means the moderating impact of the lakes are less than their effect on the coastal 
communities.   
 
The lowest temperature occurs in January (8 degrees Fahrenheit), while the highest 
temperature occurs in July (80 degrees Fahrenheit).  The average annual precipitation is 30 
inches with the majority of the precipitation falling between May and October.  The average 
annual snowfall is 132 inches per year.   

Population 
According to the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau, Albert Township had a population of 2,526 people 
and had 2,684 total housing units with 1,347 units classified as seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use.  Based on the Township’s average household size of 2.07, the expected seasonal 
population would be approximately 2,789 persons.  However, many seasonal or recreational 
visitors stay at private lodging places, campgrounds, or at the homes of family or friends, which 
makes it difficult to obtain a seasonal population estimate. 
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Figure 1-1 Regional Location Map 

 
 



 

Albert Township Recreation Plan 2020-2024 Community Description 1-3 
 

Transportation 
County Road 489 (Red Oak Road) and County Road 491 (Bear Lake Road) run north and south 
through the township, while the east and west traffic occurs on County Road 612 (Figure 1-2).  
Montmorency County maintains the county and private roads in the township and the State of 
Michigan maintains the two track drives in the state forests.  Albert Township does not have 
state, federal, or interstate highways.  Also, the Township does not have a public airport, 
passenger rail service, or a public bus service.  However, Thunder Bay Transportation provides a 
dial-a-ride service for residents. 
 

 
Figure 1-2 Roads in Albert Township 

 

Topography 
Albert Township’s topography consists of some rolling hills, with the highest point located in 
the Comstock Hills at an elevation of 1,449 feet and the lowest point located in Avery Lake at 
891 feet above sea level.  The unincorporated village of Lewiston is 1,250 feet above sea level.  
The northeastern portion of the township consists of rolling hills interspersed with small lakes, 
while the township’s central part and the area around Lewiston are flatter.  There are hills in 
the township’s northwestern section and in the Comstock Hills that are located in the 
township’s southwest section. 
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Water Resources 
There are over a dozen lakes within the Township’s boundaries that provide recreational activities, 
such as fishing, boating, swimming, and water sports (Figure 1-3).  The largest lakes are West Twin 
Lake (1,330 acres) and East Twin Lake (974 acres), which are located in the southwest portion of the 
township near Lewiston.  Big Wolf Lake and Little Wolf Lake are located east of the Twin Lakes.  Sage 
Lake is located on the eastern edge of the township.  Avery Lake is in the northeastern part of the 
township and East Lake, West Lake, Middle Fish Lake, Fuller Lake, and Marshall Pond are in the 
southeast corner of the township.  Shoepack, Hidden, Crystal, Little Crystal, and McMullen Lakes 
form a chain of small lakes in the northwestern corner of the township.  Woodmere Lake, Spectacle 
Lakes, and Kirtland Lakes are also located in the northwestern portion of the township.  A portion of 
Dollar Lake is located in the southwest corner of the township.  
 
Albert Township is in the Lake Huron Watershed, which consists of two sub-watersheds within the 
township: the Au Sable River Watershed on its western side and the Thunder Bay River Watershed 
on its eastern side.  Streams within the Au Sable River Watershed flow south toward Mio, then flow 
east/southeast to Lake Huron.  Whereas, streams in the Thunder Bay River Watershed flow toward 
Fletcher Pond in Alpena County, then to Lake Huron.   
 

 
Figure 1-3 Water Resources in Albert Township 
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Fish and Wildlife 
Albert Township’s topography, climate, abundance of water resources, diverse forestlands, and 
open areas provide extensive fish and wildlife habitat.  The cold water streams have established 
populations of brook, rainbow, and brown trout, while the warm water lakes have populations 
of walleye, northern pike, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and panfish.  The area’s wildlife 
species include elk, white-tailed deer, black bear, raccoon, turkeys, ruffed grouse, woodcock, 
snowshoe hares, fox, coyotes and other birds and mammals found in the forested regions of 
northern Michigan.  These resources are an important component of the local economy since 
they attract people who enjoy them. 

Existing Land Use/Land Cover Characteristics 
Over 85% of the township consists of undeveloped lands that include upland forests (74%), 
wetlands (4%), non-forested/open land (6%), and agriculture (1%) (Table 1-1).  The Township is 
covered by 6% of water, 8% of residential 
areas, 0.5% of commercial lands, 1% of 
industrial/extractive lands, and 0.5% of 
institutional/recreational lands. 
 
Approximately 49% (23,000 acres) of 
Albert Township consists of the 
Mackinaw State Forest in the 
northeastern portion of the township 
and the Au Sable State Forest in the 
southeastern section of the township. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1-1 Existing Land Use/Land Cover 

Land Use  Acres 
Percent of  

Township Area 

Residential 3,277 8% 

Commercial 135 0.5% 

Industrial/Extractive 270 1% 

Institutional/Recreational 135 0.5% 

Agriculture 180 1% 

Non-Forested/Open land 2,652 6% 

Forested 33,500 74% 

Wetlands 1,798 4% 

Water 2,832 6% 

Total 44,779 101% 



 

Albert Township Recreation Plan 2020-2024 Community Description 1-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Albert Township Recreation Plan 2020-2024 Administrative Structure 2-1 
 

Chapter 2              
Administrative Structure 

 

Administration 
Albert Township is governed by a five-member elected Board of Trustees consisting of a 
Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and two Trustees (Figure 2-1).  These positions are chosen by 
registered voters in an at-large election held every four years.  The board is responsible for all 
recreation decisions in the township.  The Planning Commission is responsible for making parks 
and recreation planning decisions that are consistent with the Township’s adopted parks and 
recreation plan, and makes recommendations to the Township Board.  In addition, the 
Township has a Parks and Recreation Committee that works on park projects and makes 
recommendations to the Planning Commission.  Other Township governmental entities include 
the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Board of Review.    

Administrative Chart 

Figure 2-1 Albert Township's Administrative Structure 

Township Board 

Mike Dombrowski        Judy Athan              John Righi         Roger Cohoe       Richard Deska 
Supervisor        Clerk                     Treasurer                   Trustee                      Trustee 

Parks and Recreation 
Committee 

Board of 
Review 

Michelle Rohr 

Maureen Smith 

Sue Magnant 

Amber 
Woehlert, 
Assessor 

Zoning Board of 
Appeals 

Wendy Williams, 
Chair 

Denise Heyser 

Judy Athan 

Marc Dombrowski 

Shirley Alexander 

 

Planning 

 Commission 

Wendy Williams, Chair 

Brian Grachal 

John Righi 

Dan Mullins 

Donald White 

Deborah Rubenstein 

Jeff Lake 

Michelle Rohr 
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Planning Commission 
The Albert Township Planning Commission is a nine-member body that serves three year terms.  
Planning Commission members are intended to represent a broad spectrum of community 
interests, including recreation, commerce, industry, government, education, transportation, 
and so on.  Planning members contribute their time and talents to the local planning process 
through the review of proposed development projects and the preparation of the Master Plan 
and Recreation Plan.    

Staff/Parks & Recreation Maintenance 
Albert Township does not have a parks and recreation department, or staff dedicated solely to 
parks and recreation operations.  The Township Board operates and maintains the township 
parks.  Two members of the maintenance staff maintain the park and recreation facilities and 
the township secretary takes reservations for special events at the township parks.  The 
Township does not offer any recreational programs.  However, there are summer concerts in 
the Lewiston Village Park. 

Relationships with Other Agencies & Volunteers 
Albert Township relies on its community volunteers that include many social clubs, fraternal 
organizations, the Lewiston Downtown Development Authority, and the Lewiston Area 
Chamber of Commerce.  These dedicated individuals assist with the maintenance and upgrade 
of facilities, and planning and organizing events and festivals held within the parks.  Volunteers 
also manage the Johannesburg-Lewiston Little League.  The May Family is working with the 
Township to improve the Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Public 
Beach). 

Finances/Park & Recreation Maintenance: Current Funding 
The Albert Township Board has the authority to commit funds for parks and recreation, accept 
grants, and purchase land on behalf of the community.  The majority of the revenue for parks 
and recreation maintenance and improvements comes from general fund transfers with small 
amounts of revenue from independent sources, including the reservation fee for the township 
park.  Additionally, private donations have been used for past capital improvements, but are 
not a steady funding source.  The Tom May Family Fund is being used to make improvements at 
the Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Public Beach). 
 
The 2019-2020 budget for the parks operation and maintenance is $17,200 and the 2019-2020 
capital outlay for parks and recreation is $10,000.  The projected budget is expected to be 
similar to the 2019-2020 budget.  
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Chapter 3                      
Recreation Inventory 

 
 
An inventory of recreation facilities available in Albert Township was completed and includes 
Albert Township-owned facilities, publicly-owned facilities, and privately-owned facilities.  
Albert Township-owned facilities were evaluated for barrier-free accessibility.  A description of 
the barrier-free accessibility rating criteria is provided below. 
 
 
Accessibility Assessments - An assessment of the accessibility of each park to people with 
disabilities. This assessment must consider the accessibility of both the facilities themselves (as 
appropriate), as well as the access routes to them. The barrier-free accessibility information 
and sources of assistance given in appendices B and D of the MDNR Recreation Plan Guidelines 
document should be consulted when making this assessment. At a minimum, use the following 
ranking system for each park: 
 
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 

 

Inventory Procedures 

The methods used by NEMCOG staff to compile this recreational inventory include verification 
and compilation of information from the previous Recreation Plan, site visits to each facility, 
and compilation of information provided by Township officials.  Compiled information was 
compared to existing information to ensure consistency and/or accuracy. 
 

Albert Township Recreational Facilities 
Albert Township owns and maintains five parks: Buttles Road Park (previously Albert Township 
Park), Lewiston Village Park, Bingham Park, Lions Park, and Tom May Memorial Park Beach 
(previously East Twin Lake Public Beach) (Figure 3-1). 
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Figure 3-1 Albert Township Recreational Facilities Location Map 
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Buttles Road Park (previously Albert Township Park) 
Type: Community Park 
Size: 40 acres 
 
Buttles Road Park is located south of Airport Road and 
northwest of Lewiston, along Buttles Road.  The park includes 
two baseball/softball fields, two tennis courts, two horseshoe 
pits, playground equipment, a pavilion with a grill and picnic 
tables, porta potties, a hand pump for water, a disc golf course, 
and a basketball hoop.  Portions of the park retain its natural 
character, while other areas are open to snowmobiling, hiking, and other recreational activities.   
 
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
The porta potties, pavilion, and picnic tables are accessible.  The playground, tennis courts, and 
basketball court are on level ground.  
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Lewiston Village Park 
Type: Neighborhood Park 
Size: 2 acres 
 
Lewiston Village Park is located adjacent to the Township Hall in downtown Lewiston.  It has 
two tennis/pickleball courts, a car charging station, a bike rack, a gazebo, two pergolas with 
benches, and a Big Chair for photo 
opportunities.  The park is a 
popular community gathering 
place.   
 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
Most of the park is accessible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bingham Park Little League Field 
Type: Neighborhood Park 
Size: 2.5 acres 
 
Bingham Park is located south of Lake Street in Lewiston, Michigan.  This park hosts the youth 
baseball league for Albert Township and consists of a regulation field, a concession stand, 
handicap accessible porta potties, a picnic area, and playground equipment. 
   

 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
Most of the park is accessible. 
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Lions Park 
Type: Neighborhood Park 
Size: 1 acre 
 
Lions Park is located on Grant Drive across the 
street from Tom May Memorial Park (previously 
East Twin Lake Public Beach).  The park has a 
pavilion, grills, and picnic tables that are used for 
picnicking. 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
The pavilion and tables are accessible. 
 

Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Public Beach) 
Type: Community Park 
Size: 1 acre 
 
Tom May Memorial Park Beach is located on the north end of East Twin Lake and provides 
public access to the lake.  The park contains a swimming beach, volleyball court, playground, 
restrooms, bike racks, picnic tables, and grills.  There is a Michigan DNR boat launch next to the 
park that provides public access to the lake for non-motorized crafts.  Motorized crafts are not 
permitted to use the launch due to swimmer safety concerns.   
 
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
The picnic area and restrooms are accessible; however, other portions of the park are not.   
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Other Publicly-Owned Recreation Properties 

Lewiston K-5 School 
The Johannesburg-Lewiston Area School District operates the Lewiston K-5 School in Albert 
Township.  The school is located on the northern side of Lewiston and the 20 acre school 
grounds feature a basketball court, soccer field, and playground equipment.  There is a 
gymnasium and auditorium within the school that have been used for community recreation.  
Both the school and the surrounding grounds are accessible for persons with disabilities.  In 
cooperation with Albert Township, the school district keeps the school grounds open for public 
recreation. 

Avery Lake State Forest 
The Avery Lake State Forest encompasses most of the northeastern portion of Albert Township.  
Recreational opportunities include fishing, swimming, boating, hunting, snowmobile trails, and 
rustic camping.   

Little Wolf Lake State Forest 
The Little Wolf Lake State Forest is located southeast of Lewiston.  Recreational activities 
include fishing, swimming, and tent and trailer camping.  Hunting is prohibited. 

Big Oaks Equestrian State Campground 
This rustic equestrian campground and day use area is located on Avery Lake.  The facility 
provides opportunities for equestrian riding, hiking, boating, and fishing.  There are 24 available 
sites that are maintained by the Equestrian Friends of Big Oaks.  The friends group also 
maintains the Avery Lake Equestrian Trails.  

Buttles Road Pathway 
Buttles Road Pathway is located north of Buttles Road Park and south of Ellsworth Road.  The 
unpaved hiking and cross country ski pathway is maintained by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources.   

Sage Lake Flooding State Wildlife Management Area 
The Sage Lake Flooding State Wildlife Management Area is located along County Road 612 in 
the eastern portion of the township.  The area is managed by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources to provide wildlife habitat, wildlife viewing, and hunting opportunities.  
There is a boating access site located on the northern part of the lake. 

Civilian Conservation Corps’ Camp Lunden 
Camp Lunden is a historical site located within Albert Township.  The camp dates back to 1933 
when the camp opened as one of the Civilian Conservation Corps’ camps.  At this site, the 
workers landscaped an earthen scale model of the State of Michigan with dug out lakes 
(Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, and St. Clair) during their spare time.   
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Privately-Owned Recreational Properties 

Lewiston 50+ Club 
The Lewiston 50+ Club is located in Lewiston and provides a venue for social activities, such as 
bingo, euchre, an exercise club, and arts and crafts.  The club also serves congregate meals. 

Moose Lodge 
The Moose Lodge is located in Lewiston and is only open to members and qualified guests.  The 
lodge provides karaoke, social events, meals, and six RV sites with electricity. 

American Legion 
The American Legion is located in Lewiston and is only open to members and qualified guests.  
The legion provides social events, meals, and a baseball league. 

Timber Town Lanes 
Timber Town Lanes is a bowling alley in Lewiston that has bowling leagues and tournaments. 

Lewiston Curling Club 
The Lewiston Curling Club provides a venue to participate in curling and other social activities in 
Lewiston. 

Lewiston Sportsmen Club 
The Lewiston Sportsmen Club is located northeast of Lewiston.  The club offers rifle ranges, 
pistol ranges, skeet and trap ranges, an archery range with 3D targets, and a clays course. 

Lewiston Fun Ones 
The Lewiston Fun Ones is an adventure club located north of Lewiston.  The club offers 
recreation opportunities, including snowmobiling, UTV/ATV/Quad runs, fall color tours, and 
float trips down the Au Sable River. 

Twin Lakes Marina 
Twin Lakes Marina is located on the eastern side of East Twin Lake.  The marina sells and rents 
watercraft, and provides watercraft maintenance, repair, and storage services. 

Albert Township Recreation Grant History 

Albert Township has received and successfully completed three grants through the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources recreation grants program. 
 

Albert Township Park (currently Buttles Road Park), 1977, Grant #: 26-00875: Develop the 
park to include tennis courts, baseball field, bleachers, parking, access road, picnic equipment, 
LWCF sign, well, tree planting, and softball field with lighting. 
 

East Twin Lake Beach/Park/Boat Ramp Improvements (currently Tom May Memorial Park 
Beach), 2001, Grant #: TF01-142: Construct a berm to separate the beach from the DNR boat 
ramp, prevent erosion, expand beach area, and improve the park and bathhouse facilities to be 
barrier-free.   
 

Albert Township Tennis Courts, 2013, Grant # RP13-411: Development to include the removal 
of existing deteriorating tennis courts and renovate with new surface and materials. 
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Regional Recreation Surrounding Albert Township 
Residents of Albert Township can also utilize recreational facilities outside of the township.  
Listed below are the public and private recreational facilities in the vicinity of Albert Township.  
Complete information on all public and private recreational facilities in Montmorency County 
can be found in the appropriate township and village recreation plans. 
 

Avery Township 

Public Private 

Avery Park  

 

Briley Township 

Public Private 

Lake Fifteen Boat Launch Atlanta Motel 

DeCheau Lake Boat Launch Maple Valley Stable 

Voyer Lake Boat Launch Thunder Bay Canoe Livery 

Twin Lake Boat Launch Win-Sands Motel 

Crooked Lake Boat Launches  

Clear Lake-Jackson Lake Pathway  

Clear Lake State Park Trail  

High Country Pathway  

Briley Township Recreation Area  

Briley Township Park  

Davis Field  

Atlanta Senior Citizens Center  

Atlanta Community Schools  

Montmorency County Fairgrounds  

Clear Lake State Park  

Jackson Lake State Forest 
Campground  

Elk Trail  

 

Loud Township 

Public Private 

Loud Township Park  

 

Rust Township 

Public Private 

Rust Township Hall Anglers Hideaway 

Grass Lake Boat Launch Lyons Landing 
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Hillman Township 

Public Private 

Hillman Community Center Hillman Sportsmen’s Club 

Hillman Fire Hall Thunder Bay Golf Resort 

Tournament Park Anchor Creek Ranch 

Tiger Paw Park Northern Shore Lodge 

Hillman Community Schools  

Lake Avalon Beach and Boat Launch  

Ess Lake Beach and SFCG  

 

Montmorency Township 

Public Private 

Long Lake Public Access Canada Creek Ranch 

Rush Lake Public Access Sorenson’s Grass Lake Resort 

Clear Lake State Park St. John Lutheran Church 

Town Corner Lake SFCG  

Elk Trail  

 

Vienna Township 

Public Private 

Vienna Township Hall and Fire Hall Elk View Cabins & Guide Service 

Gaylanta Lake Boat Launch  

McCormick Lake Boat Launch  

 

Village of Hillman 

Public Private 

Brush Creek Mill Hillman Senior Center 

Brush Creek Mill Area Thunder Bay Golf Resort 

Brush Creek Park Hillman Public Library 

Emerick Park Hillman Community Schools 

Pineview Park  

 

Greenwood Township, Oscoda County 

Public Private 

Steiner Museum Garland Lodge and Golf Resort 

CoopersVille USA  

Lewiston Shady Acres Campground  

Parmalee Bridge State Forest 
Campground  
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Charlton Township, Otsego County 

Public Private 

Charlton Township Park   

Johannesburg-Lewiston High School  

Big Bear Lake Campground  

Big Bear Point Campground  

Johnson’s Crossing Trail Camp  

West Twin Lake Access Site  

Shore-to-Shore Trail  

High Country Pathway  

Big Bear-Crapo Creek Trail System and 
North Branch Route  

Snowmobile Trail #448 & #4  

 

Elmer Township, Oscoda County 

Public Private 

Muskrat Lake State Forest Campground  

Grayling State Forest   

 

Lovells Township, Crawford County 

Public Private 

Douglas Park Sno-Trac Village 

Sheep Pasture Campground Warbler’s Hideaway Associates 

Jones Lake State Forest  

Shupac Lake Campground  

KP Lake Boating Access Site  

 

Water Access 
In addition to the facilities listed above, Montmorency County has an abundance of pristine 
lakes and streams that offer numerous recreational opportunities.  There are over 100 named 
lakes accounting for more than 10,000 acres in the county.  There are also more than 30 named 
rivers and streams that account for more than 300 miles of waterways.  There are over 20 
public boating access sites on the various rivers and lakes. 

Trails 
There are numerous trails of various types that run through Montmorency County.  There are 
over 50 miles of hiking/ski trails and more than 250 miles of ORV, snowmobile, and motorcycle 
trails in the county. 
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Recreation Outside of Montmorency County 
In addition to recreation within Montmorency County, township residents have access to 
recreational opportunities in Alpena, 54 miles to the east, as well as Gaylord, 35 miles west. The 
City of Alpena is the largest city in the northeast Michigan region and offers 22 recreational 
properties. Community-based recreation in Alpena includes Plaza Pool at Alpena High School, 
Alpena Wildlife Sanctuary, Water Works Park, McRae Park, and many community parks with 
swimming and fishing access.  Gaylord offers seven recreational properties with many more in 
the areas surrounding Gaylord in Otsego County.  The Gaylord area also has approximately 20 
golf courses within a 30-minute drive.  The Otsego County Sportsplex is a multi-use facility 
south of downtown Gaylord offering a swimming pool, ice rink, walking tracks, fitness classes, 
pickleball, and Energy Outlet play structure.   
 
It is important to note that while all of these regional recreational opportunities and many 
more are available to residents of Albert Township, many require fees and all require travel in 
order to access them. 
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Chapter 4                          
Planning Process 

 

Albert Township Planning Process 
Development of a community recreation plan must involve interaction and input from citizens 
and community groups. The Albert Township Planning Commission was the lead entity in 
developing the Recreation Plan.  The Planning Commission and Township Board meetings were 
open to the public with time allocated for comments.  A timeline for the recreation plan update 
is as follows: 

Schedule 
August 2019 Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG) met with 

the Albert Township Planning Commission to provide an overview 
about the recreation plan update process and gain input on the 
draft public input survey.  NEMCOG staff conducted site visits to 
the township-owned properties to assess accessibility and take 
photos. 

 
September 2019 NEMCOG staff reviewed the expiring plan and made corrections 

with available public information. 
  
 The survey was made available to gain public input and feedback 

about the recreational opportunities in Albert Township.  The 
survey was made available on Albert Township’s website and 
Facebook page, and NEMCOG’s website.  A press release was 
published in The Montmorency County Tribune.   

 
October 2019 The Planning Commission reviewed and updated the community 

description, administrative structure, and recreation inventory 
chapters to reflect the current state of recreation in the township.  
The post-completion self-certification reports were also 
completed. 

 
November 2019 NEMCOG and the Planning Commission reviewed and updated 

the goals, objectives, and action plan chapter. 
 
 A public notice about the plan’s availability and public meeting 

was published in The Montmorency County Tribune and posted at 
the Township Hall. 
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December 2019 The draft plan was posted for a 30-day public review period. 
 
January 2020 The public meeting was held.  No comments were received about 

the plan.  The Planning Commission passed a resolution to adopt 
the plan and recommend the Township Board adopt the plan. 

 
 The Township Board passed a resolution to adopt the recreation 

plan. 

Public Input 
Citizen opinion on recreation priorities is vital to the development of a recreation plan.  An 
online survey was offered to citizens to gain input about recreation facilities in the township.  
The Planning Commission approved the survey and it was publicized in The Montmorency 
County Tribune, and on the Township’s website and Facebook page.  The survey results can be 
found in Appendix A.   
 
The Planning Commission felt the community was well-represented throughout the process, 
especially in the online survey.  After the public input was gathered and recorded, the Planning 
Commission met to prioritize the projects for the Action Plan and to develop a capital 
improvements plan. 
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Survey Publicity 
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Notice of Draft Plan’s Availability for the 30 day Review Period and Public 
Hearing Notice 
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Public Hearing and Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
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Planning Commission Adoption Resolution 
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Township Board Meeting Minutes 
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Township Board Adoption Resolution 
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Montmorency County Submittal Letter 

 

NEMCOG Submittal Letter 
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Chapter 5                                      
Goals, Objectives, and Action Plan 

 

Goals & Objectives 
After reviewing input from the community and the Township’s demographic characteristics, the 
following goals and objectives were created to provide guidance in the development of 
recreational projects. 
 
Goal 1 Create a recreational system that is visible, that is promoted, and is easily 

accessible to all users. 
 

Objective 1.1 Improve universal accessibility across all parks in the township. 

Objective 1.2 Use signage and maps to connect the local trail system with established 

trail systems. 

Objective 1.3 Ensure recreation facilities are conveniently located in and near 

residential areas. 

Objective 1.4 Provide a balance of recreational amenities which are oriented to the 

aging population to increase the desirability of the community to 

retirees.  

Objective 1.5 Provide recreational amenities which are oriented toward the younger 

population and families in order to increase the livability of the 

community to attract young families to the area and retain older youth. 

 
Goal 2 Actively improve and maintain recreational resources in Albert Township. 

 

Objective 2.1 Adopt a capital facilities program to prioritize and identify funding for 

expanding existing amenities that would serve the Township’s population 

and to support the ongoing activities at those facilities. 

Objective 2.2 Prepare and implement a regular maintenance plan to keep the 

Township’s parks in good condition. 

Objective 2.3 Repair and replace worn out and damaged equipment. 

Objective 2.4 Improve and expand the restrooms at all parks in the township. 
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Goal 3 Ensure a thorough and regional Recreational Planning Process. 
 

Objective 3.1 Regularly update the 5-year Parks and Recreation Plan in order to ensure 

the recreation system reflects current needs of the community. 

Objective 3.2 To develop and maintain strong local government involvement in 

recreational and tourism planning and projects. 

Objective 3.3 Seek grant funding and other financial assistance to help acquire and 

develop recreational facilities and achieve the recreation goals of this 

Plan. 

Objective 3.4 Support cooperative regional recreation planning and development with 

Montmorency County, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 

and other surrounding communities. 

Objective 3.5 Improve the quality of life for residents and bring visitors to Albert 

Township by maintaining, improving and expanding recreation within the 

township and surrounding areas by working cooperatively with local and 

State governmental agencies, community service agencies, and local 

businesses. Create recreational opportunities for people of all abilities 

and recreational needs.  
 

Goal 4 Provide new opportunities for passive recreation, allowing residents and visitors 

to enjoy the natural beauty of the township. 
 

Objective 4.1 Pursue the acquisition of natural areas in the community and protect 

them for one of three purposes: “keep out” natural areas for strict 

preservation and restoration, “look only” natural areas (may include 

nature trails, sitting areas, and other passive recreation), and “look-and-

touch” natural areas (nature education centers and natural resources 

gardens) at which people are allowed to touch nature, to hands-on grow 

nature, to hands-on sustain nature, and to practice sustainability using 

nature. 

Objective 4.2 Promote the development of non-motorized trails in the Township’s 

preserved natural spaces. 

Capital Improvements Schedule 
The Capital Improvements Schedule describes the recreational improvements Albert Township 
would like to pursue over the next five years (Table 5-1). 
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Table 5-1 Capital Improvements Schedule 

Bingham Park 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

High Bingham Park 

Maintain the existing facilities by 
painting, installing signage, 

locating handicap porta potties 
near parking lot, etc.  

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

High Bingham Park 
Improve Bingham Park through 

the addition of playground 
equipment and picnic tables. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Medium Bingham Park 
Update the concession stand 

building with a new roof. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Bingham Park Add a small fitness course.  TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 
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Buttles Park (previously Albert Township Park) 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

High Buttles Park 
Add amenities to attract year-

round users. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

High Buttles Park 
Expand the non-motorized trails.  

Install a trail around the 
ballfields. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

High Buttles Park Improve handicap accessibility. TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

High Buttles Park 
Add pickleball to the tennis 

courts. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

High Buttles Park 
Update/add playground 

equipment. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Medium Buttles Park 
Prioritize Comprehensive Plan for 

Buttles Park and begin 
implementation. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

Ongoing 
2020-
2024 

Medium Buttles Park 

Improve disc golf course, 
including installing signage, 

installing a course map, cutting 
back vegetation and dead trees, 

and adding trash bins. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 
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Buttles Park (previously Albert Township Park) (Cont.) 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

Low Buttles Park 
Work with a local club to develop 

an educational disc golf 
workshop.  

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Buttles Park 
Refurbish the existing facilities, 
including painting the pavilion. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Buttles Park 
Provide and improve access to 

natural areas, including 
installation of educational signs. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Buttles Park 
Advertise recreational activities in 

the park. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Buttles Park 
Develop plans and install a dog 

park. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 
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Lewiston Village Park 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

High Lewiston Village Park Replace gazebo. TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Medium Lewiston Village Park 
Install a sidewalk from the tennis 

courts to the gazebo 
replacement. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Lewiston Village Park Install signage. TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Public Beach) 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

High 
Tom May Memorial Park 

Beach 

Improve and maintain existing 
facilities, including improvement 

of the picnic area, parking lot, 
park accessibility, sprinkler 

system, signage, and fencing. 

TBD May Family Partnership 
2020-
2024 
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Lions Park 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

Medium Lions Park 
Paint and replace the roof on the 

pavilion. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Medium Lions Park 
Maintain and improve existing 

facilities, including the addition of 
new grills and picnic tables. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Lions Park Add playground equipment. TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

Low Lions Park 

Research solutions for the park’s 
drainage issues (e.g. filling in 
areas, installing a drainage 

system, etc.). 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donation or 

Partnership; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 
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General 
PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

High Albert Township 
Develop a sidewalk plan for the 

township.  Install sidewalks 
throughout the township. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donations or 

Partnerships; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue; other 

governmental sources 

2020-
2024 

High Albert Township 

Determine the location of the 
existing non-motorized trail 

system.  Develop and prioritize a 
non-motorized trail plan for 

implementation. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donations or 

Partnerships; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue; other 

governmental sources 

2020-
2024 

High Albert Township 
Determine the feasibility for the 

installation of bike lanes. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donations or 

Partnerships; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue 

2020-
2024 

High Township Facilities 

Improve barrier-free accessibility 
during facility updates and 

developments, including proper 
surfaces for wheelchairs, 

accessible picnic tables, and play 
equipment. 

TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donations or 

Partnerships; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue; Other 

government resources 

2020-
2024 

Low Albert Township 
Consider the need and uses for 
an indoor community center. 

TBD 
Donations or Partnerships; 

Township General Fund 
2020-
2024 
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General (Cont.) 

PRIORITY SITE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ESTIMATED COST FUNDING SOURCE(S) YEAR* 

Low Township Facilities 
Install destination and wayfinding 

signage for the parks. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donations or 

Partnerships; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue; Other 

government resources 

2020-
2024 

Low Fire Hall 
Create and promote an ice 

skating rink during the winter. 
TBD 

Township General Fund; 
Grants; Donations or 

Partnerships; Parks and 
Recreation Revenue; Other 

government resources  

2020-
2024 
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Basis for Action 
Recreation planning in Albert Township should consider its population. 
 

1. The Township has a large mid-life population.  The Township’s median age is 55.4 years 
old, which is older than the State of Michigan’s median age of 39.6 years old.  
Individuals 45 to 64 years of age make up 35.4% of the population, while individuals 
aged 65 and older make up 28.3%.  Therefore, this population should be given 
consideration when planning for recreational activities. 

 

2. Young people, under the age of 19, make up 18.9% of the Township’s population, while 
individuals between the ages of 20 to 44 years represent 17.4% of the population.  
Given the population make up, the recreational facilities in the township need to appeal 
to diverse age groups.   
 

3. The Township’s median household income is $41,563 compared to the state’s median 
income of $52,668.  About 59% of the households in the township receive social security 
income compared to 34% statewide.  Additionally, almost 40% of the households 
receive retirement income compared to 23% statewide.  The Township’s unemployment 
rate is 18.6% compared to 4.5% statewide.  Consideration should be given to whether or 
not residents can afford to incur the cost of recreational activities and the drive time 
and expenses associated with travelling to recreational facilities.   

Figures obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2013-2017 5-year estimates. 

With the Township’s population in mind, the following factors also influence recreational 
development in Albert Township: 
 

1. All residents and visitors should have access to safe routes that connect recreational 
facilities, residential areas, and local attractions throughout the township.  
Consideration of public safety, accessibility and inclusivity will be taken into account 
when planning for recreational opportunities within the township. 
 

2. Albert Township has an abundance of natural and recreational spaces with amenities 
that improve the quality of life in the township.  Providing year-round recreational 
opportunities in these spaces will attract visitors and offer a means of enjoyment for 
residents.  These spaces will also provide opportunities for social interaction and 
educational programming. 
 

3. All residents and visitors should be able to enjoy recreational opportunities in the 
township.  When planning, consideration will be given to the type of parks, their 
location, their distribution, and the type of recreational activities that are offered. 

 

4. The maintenance and operation of existing and new recreational facilities will balance 
the preservation of the natural environment and scenic areas with tourism potential. 
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Appendix A 
Results of Public Input Survey 

 

Complete results can be viewed at: 

http://www.discovernortheastmichigan.org/docview.asp?did=650 
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Appendix B 
Post Completion Self-Certification Report 
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Buttles Park (previously Albert Township Park) Entrance Signs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buttles Park (previously Albert Township Park) Land and Water Conservation Fund Plaques 
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Buttles Park (previously Albert Township Park) 
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Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Beach) Entrance Sign 
 
 

 

 
 

Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Beach)  
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Plaque 
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Tom May Memorial Park Beach (previously East Twin Lake Beach)  
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Lewiston Village Park Entrance Sign 
 
 

 
 

Lewiston Village Park Recreation Passport Fund Plaque 
 

 
 

Lewiston Village Park Tennis Courts
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Appendix C 
Community Park and Recreation Plan Checklist 
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